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Record sales at post-lockdown Glebe Art Show 
by Carol Yuen, Glebe Art Society Secretary and Ian Stephenson, Glebe Society President

The Glebe Art Show has wrapped up for 2022 with 
176 entries from local artists in Glebe, Forest Lodge 
and the Inner West Council area.  

Sixty-two artworks were sold – a 50% increase in 
sales from the pre-COVID 2019 Show. 

The President, Peter Griffen, said at the opening that 
‘the Glebe Art Society has been presenting the Art 
Show for over 22 years and in that time has been able 
to showcase the creativity and artistic talent of our 
local artists. Some of our artists are professionals who 
make their living from creating and teaching, but the 
majority of artists we represent are amateurs who 
create for the love of it, and each year we give them 
the opportunity to surprise and astound us’. 

As Glebe was once part of Leichhardt Council, the 
new Inner West Council saw the Glebe Art Show as 
compatible with their EDGE strategy1 to support local 
artists and creatives. Two of the prizes in the Show 
are now supported by the Inner West Council. They 
are the EDGE Inner West Painting Prize and the 
EDGE Inner West Works on Paper, for $1,000 each. 

This year, City of Sydney’s Deputy Lord Mayor, Jess 
Scully, opened the Art Show and presented the Open 
Art Prize. Our local member, Jamie Parker, also 
supported local school student entries. 

1. https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/live/living-
arts/edge 

 

The Character of Glebe Prize 

The Glebe Art Show is held annually and supports 
emerging and established artists. Each year the 
Glebe Society sponsors a prize for a work depicting 
the character of Glebe or Forest Lodge. The 
guidelines are that the landscape, architecture, 
topography and people of Glebe [and Forest Lodge] 
are interesting, varied and diverse. 

Artists might pick as their subject the well-known and 
familiar or instead reveal a secret aspect of Glebe, but 
whatever your medium, your work will say something 
about the character of Glebe. 

This year’s prize was awarded to Julie Keech for her 
watercolour, Glebe Point Rd, Streetscape (see next 
page). 

Julie studied at East Sydney TAFE, inspired by 
wonderful tutors including John Santry, Jocelyn 
Maughan, Fred Bates and Ed Rush. Julie is part of a 
sketching group that meets at Le Petite Tarte Café in 
Glebe Point Rd. Her family connections often take her 
to Forest Lodge for housesitting, babysitting and dog 
minding. Her granddaughters share her love of art 
and present her with their latest creations. On visits to 
Glebe, she always carries a sketchbook in her 
backpack as Glebe’s wonderful historic houses, 
terraces and vistas provide rich subjects of artworks. 

continued next page 

 

 

Glebe Society Guided Walks 

Contemporary architecture and 
leading-edge medical research – 
Sydney University’s new health 
precinct, led by Dorothy Davis and a 
guide from the University of Sydney. 

When: 10.15 am Thurs 21 July. 

Bookings: https://heath-research-architecture-
usyd.eventbrite.com.au. 

For more information, see p. 17. 

 

Glebe Society AGM 

When? Sunday, 11 September, 11 
am – 2 pm 

Where? Glebe Youth Service, 84 
Glebe Point Rd 

Guest speaker 

Jamie Parker, Member for Balmain 

See next month’s Bulletin for more details.

https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/live/living-arts/edge
https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/live/living-arts/edge
https://heath-research-architecture-usyd.eventbrite.com.au/
https://heath-research-architecture-usyd.eventbrite.com.au/
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The Character of Glebe Prize winner 

 
 

Ian Stephenson and Julie Keech on opening night with 
Julie’s watercolour, Glebe Point Road, Streetscape, which 
won the Character of Glebe Prize (photo: Julie’s partner) 

The happy new owner of Glebe Point Road, Streetscape, 
which won the Character of Glebe Prize at the 2022 Glebe 
Art Show (photo: V. Simpson-Young) 

Other prize-winning artworks at the Glebe Art Show 2022 

 

 

 

Working Harbour #1 by Peter 
Whitehead, won the Open Art Prize, 
sponsored by the Glebe Art Society. 

Green and the Machine by Lorraine 
Bower won the EDGE Inner West 
Painting Prize, sponsored by IW Inner 
West Council. 

Witness by Brenda Livermore won the 
EDGE Inner West Works on Paper 
Prize, sponsored by Inner West 
Council. 

   

Sad Prostitute by the accomplished 
Aria Wood was awarded the Young 
Artist Prize, sponsored by Dr David 
Nguyen. 

Photography Prize was awarded to 
Jenny Rix for her photo, Arabesque, 
sponsored by Glebe Picture Frames 
and Belle Property 

The Work of Excellence Prize, 
sponsored by Derivan, went to Fleur 
Stevenson for her work, The Last Night 
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Schools Encouragement Awards, sponsored by Jamie Parker MP and Gleebooks, were awarded for three wonderful 
works. (l-r) Calvin's Prize, by Ellis Cummings, Jubilee Study by Marina Seet and Bird in Net by Hannah Roddis (Images: 
https://www.glebeartshow.org.au/) 

See p. 18 for the Glebe Art Show’s People’s Choice Prize. 

From the President 
by Ian Stephenson 

It has been another month of 
great events. On 5 June, 
Meredith Burgmann, Helen 
Randerson and Heather 
Goodall led a walk exploring 
radical Glebe. We visited 
Women’s Liberation House, 
which the Society has 
nominated for a blue plaque 
(see p. 8 of this Bulletin), and 
heard about the green bans. 
Meredith, who wrote the 
definitive book on the subject 
with her sister, Verity 

Burgmann1, pointed out the need for more detailed 
research into Glebe’s green bans – are there any 
volunteers for this? It needs to be done now while it’s 
still within living memory. 

We then heard about the 1971 anti-Springbok tour 
campaign, which was masterminded from Glebe. 
Meredith explained that the smoke bombs used to 
disrupt the match were actually flares purchased from 
a ship’s chandler in Glebe. They all pretended to be 
yachties to buy them. Meredith, and her sister Verity, 
famously occupied the field of the Sydney Cricket 
Ground, Verity getting hold of the ball and, according 
to The Bulletin, owned by that great radical Sir Frank 
Packer (winking), she made the best kick of the 
match. There’s nothing like an Abbotsleigh education 
to broaden your horizons.  

We also heard about the NSW Prisoners' Action 
Group's half-way house in Glebe Point Rd CAMP Inc, 
Gay Lib, Women’s Lib, and the Tranby Aboriginal Co-
operative College where Eddy Mabo studied. In the 
1972 election, David Widdup of CAMP stood against 
the Prime Minister Billy McMahon in the seat of Lowe. 

 

Garry Widdup’s 1972 election poster (source: State 
Library of NSW) 

What was my favourite site? The former Presbyterian 
Church in Bridge Rd where the Anarchists’ 
Conference was held. Meredith attended. She said it 
was surprisingly very well organised. As an aside, this 
church was relocated to Bridge Rd from Parramatta 
Rd in 1927. In the 1970s, there were plans to move it 
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to the Scots School Bathurst, but this never 
happened. However, in 1973 the 1885 Nicholson & 
Lord pipe organ was relocated to the Castle Hill 
Baptist church. Perhaps, Dorothy Davis, this is a 
future Glebe Society event – a visit to the Castle Hill 
Baptist Church with a party of anarchists to hear our 
organ? 

Well done, Meredith, Helen and Heather. I hope you 
do a second instalment soon. 

1. Green Bans, Red Union: The Saving of a City (1998) by 

Meredith Burgmann and Verity Burgmann. (https://www.

newsouthbooks.com.au/books/green-bans-red-union/). 

 

The 1885 Glebe Presbyterian Church Nicholson and 
Lord Pipe Organ, now at the Castle Hill Baptist Church 
(source: Organ Historical Trust Australia) 

Another Glebe Society’s Guided Walk 

On 16 June I did a repeat of The Good, the Bad and 
the Ugly – a century of infill housing in Glebe. There 
were some variations. Poignantly, numbers 17-31 
Cowper St had been demolished – only the palm 
trees of the courtyard remaining, but they are soon to 
go. We visited the very fine 82-84 Wentworth Park 
Rd, which the NSW Government’s Land and Housing 
Corporation (LAHC) also plan to decimate, as well as 
the Philip Cox-designed Franklyn St flats, which 
LAHC plan to replace with 14-storey buildings. The 
gardens of the site will become roads. They are roads 
which cars will drive along, which is the antithesis of a 
garden but fear not, the plans say they are ‘living 
streets’. Future residents won’t live long if they loiter 
on the tarmac to smell the non-existent daisies and 
get hit by a car. Perhaps that’s a clever strategy to 
reduce the public housing waiting lists? 

On Thursday, 21 July 10.15 am-2.15 pm, Dorothy 
Davis will be leading a tour of Leading Edge-
Architecture and Health Research at Sydney 

University. For more information and to book, go to 
https://heath-research-architecture-usyd.eventbrite
.com.au, or see p. 17 of this Bulletin. 

 

The decimation of Cowper St (photo: Jude Paul) 

The Rev Boyce 

Pleasingly Glebe, through the work of the Rev William 
Binnington Boyce, got a mention at the Fisher 
Librarian Philip Kent’s inaugural lecture at Sydney 
University on 10 June which compared the history of 
the University of Sydney’s Fisher Library and the 
University of Melbourne’s Baillieu Library. Boyce, who 
lived at Rothwell Lodge in Ferry Rd, was a member of 
the University Senate and part of its inaugural library 
committee. He was a great bibliophile – on his death, 
he bequeathed 2,000 volumes to the Wesleyan 
Theological Institute at Stanmore. At the lecture, 
which was held in the original Fisher Library Reading 
Room, now known as the MacLaurin Hall, his portrait 
presided over the bar. Others may disagree, but I 
don’t think Boyce would have been offended by this. 
He seems to have been more of a life-giver than a life 
denier – not a narrow man. Rev Boyce and Rothwell 
Lodge feature in the Glebe Society’s self-guided walk, 
The Pocket Parks of Glebe (https://glebewalks.com.
au/?walking_tours=the-pocket-parks-of-glebe). 
Hands Off Glebe 

Lastly, our compatriot organisation Hands Off Glebe 
(https://www.facebook.com/HandsoffGlebe) is 
organising a film screening as a fundraiser to help 
their campaign to save Franklyn St and Wentworth 
Park Rd. The film is called The Public. It is about a 
group of homeless people who take over a library on 
one of the coldest nights in Cincinnati’s history as they 
need shelter. Hannah Middleton of Hands Off Glebe 
says the story revolves around the library patrons, 
who are homeless and marginalised, and the 
librarians who build emotional connections and a 
sense of obligation to care for the regular patrons. 
The patrons turn the building into a shelter for the 
night by staging a sit-in. What begins as an act of civil 
disobedience becomes a standoff with police and a 
rush-to-judgment, media constantly speculating about 
what is happening. 

https://www.newsouthbooks.com.au/books/green-bans-red-union/
https://www.newsouthbooks.com.au/books/green-bans-red-union/
https://heath-research-architecture-usyd.eventbrite.com.au/
https://heath-research-architecture-usyd.eventbrite.com.au/
https://glebewalks.com.au/?walking_tours=the-pocket-parks-of-glebe
https://glebewalks.com.au/?walking_tours=the-pocket-parks-of-glebe
https://www.facebook.com/HandsoffGlebe
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The Public is being screened by Hands Off Glebe in July 
at St Johns House. The film is written and directed by 
Emilio Estevez and has an all-star cast including Alec 
Baldwin. (Image: Wikipedia) 

Director/Writer Emilio Estevez has created a real look 
into the socio-political plight of the homeless and the 
situations they face when freezing temperatures force 
them to seek shelter when insufficient shelters exist. 
The focus on both libraries (places of knowledge and 
learning) and class makes Emilio Estevez's movie 
one that everyone should see. 

This movie is funny, thoughtful, very well acted, and 
moving. The Public makes you laugh and it makes 
you cry. It makes you happy and it makes you sad. 
But most importantly, it gives you hope.  

The screening will be at St John’s House, Glebe Point 
Rd in July. The date is yet to be determined. For more 
information send an email to glebegrapevine@
gmail.com and put ‘Please send details on the 
screening of The Public’ in the subject box. 

  
 

More demolition. On 6 June, scaffolding is being erected in preparation for the demolition of yet another positive 
contribution to the streetscape: 2A-D Wentworth Park Road. Number 17-31 Cowper St next door has already been 
demolished to make way for an 8-storey building. (Images: Phil Vergison) 

Bays and Foreshores 

Have you caught the ferry yet? 

by Karin Kolbe 

The trial of the Blackwattle Bay ferry continues. The 
service started in October 2019 and then stopped 
during COVID. It restarted in January 2022. The ferry 
trip is a delightful 13-minute ride between Blackwattle 
Bay (Glebe) and Barangaroo. The service is mostly 
every half hour, seven days a week (see timetable 
below or online 
(https://transportnsw.info/routes/details/sydney-
ferries/f10/09F10). Worried about COVID? Fear not 
as there is an outside area on the ferry. 

What’s at Barangaroo? 

Barangaroo has many offices and several lively 
restaurants and bars overlooking the harbour. It's a 
cheerful place with lots of pedestrians enjoying the 
space and harbour vibe. From Barangaroo, it’s just a 
nine-minute walk to Wynyard Park. Or walk 15 
minutes around to the old finger wharves and the arts 

precinct. There you will find the Rosslyn Packer 
Theatre, used by the Sydney Theatre Company, 
Sydney Dance Company and several choirs, among 
others. And there are (of course) more bars, cafés 
and restaurants dotted around the wharves. There's 
also Barangaroo Reserve to explore at the tip of 
Millers Point, jutting into the harbour. 

If walking isn't your thing, the 311, 324 and 325 buses 
run from Millers Point, past Barangaroo Wharf, 
through the city, then to the Eastern suburbs. 

That's all the good news. 

The bad news 

Unfortunately, the ferry service is still a trial and the 
community needs to demonstrate that it’s being used. 
The passenger numbers are a closely-held secret – 
even Jamie Parker, state Member for Balmain, can't 

mailto:glebegrapevine@gmail.com
mailto:glebegrapevine@gmail.com
https://transportnsw.info/routes/details/sydney-ferries/f10/09F10
https://transportnsw.info/routes/details/sydney-ferries/f10/09F10
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get hold of them. My personal observation is that 
numbers are slowly rising. 

At the moment, there are a few barriers to getting 
more bums on seats: 

➢ The service isn't widely known about, as there has 
never been much publicity. 

➢ Information about the ferry is omitted from some 
official ferry maps and transport apps. 

➢ It’s not part of the Opal system, so the fare is paid 
by credit or debit card. Full fare is $6.21 and a 
concession fare is $3.00. There’s no Gold Opal 
$2.50 daily fare, or weekly discounts. 

➢ The last service for the day is too early for theatre 
performances or dining out, particularly on 
weekends. 

 

Can we have signs on Glebe Point Rd too? (photo: 
K.Kolbe) 

What can you do to help? 

➢ Catch the ferry next time you go to the city … 

➢ … then post your experience to social media. 

➢ Tell anyone visiting you to take the ferry. 

➢ Email David Elliott (Minister for Transport) and Rob 
Stokes (Minister for Infrastructure, Minister for Cities 
and Minister for Active Transport). (People who use 
public transport walk more!). Their details can be 
found at https://www.nsw.gov.au/nsw-government/
ministers 

➢ Ask for the ferry service to be on Opal and better 
publicised. 

➢ Email me if you can help count passengers: 

karink24@gmail.com 

As a community, we need to pull together and 
demonstrate that this service is useful and wanted. 
Once this service is permanent, we can lobby for 
longer hours and services to Rozelle Bay and the 
Sydney Fish Market. 

 

Glebe Point is 13 minutes from the city (source: 
Transport for NSW, annotated by K.Kolbe) 

 

 

 

The ferry timetable. The times in green boxes indicate 
the breaks in the usual two ferries-per-hour pattern) 
(source: adapted from transportnsw.info/routes/ferry) 

Chaos on Bridge Rd ahead 

by Åsa Wahlquist, convenor of The Glebe Society’s Bays and Foreshores Sub Committee, and The Glebe 
Society’s representative on the new Sydney Fish Market Community Consultative Committee. 

What happens when you move a busy fish market, 
visited daily by hundreds of trucks and vans, buses 
and thousands of private vehicles, from a side street 
to a major arterial road? The answer must be traffic 
chaos. 

The Community Consultative Committee to the new 
Sydney Fish Market (SFM) recently met with 

Infrastructure NSW bureaucrats after raising concerns 
about how the new SFM would cope with heavy early 
morning fish industry traffic. The meeting raised more 
questions than it answered.  

In answer to questioning by CCC member John 
Faulkner, one bureaucrat stated there was ‘an 
acknowledgment by the Department of Transport 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/nsw-government/ministers
https://www.nsw.gov.au/nsw-government/ministers
mailto:karink24@gmail.com
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there could be queuing’ along Bridge Rd in the 
morning. 

How many trucks and vehicles would be queuing? 
How long would the queue be? How long would the 
vehicles in the queue wait before entering the SFM? 
Would vehicles be queuing in both directions? How 
disruptive would it be? These are all unanswered 
questions. 

The new SFM is being constructed on Bridge Rd, over 
Blackwattle Bay. It will have one entrance, opposite 
Wentworth Park Rd. Traffic lights will be constructed 
at that junction, and there will be turning lanes into the 
SMH from both directions. 

Vehicles accessing the Market will include semi-
trailers and large trucks delivering fish – despite the 
SFM’s claim to authenticity, over 90 percent of the fish 
sold in the market are not locally caught but arrive by 
heavy vehicle – as well as the vans of retailers who 
purchase the wholesale fish for their shops. There will 
be other vans delivering goods for the restaurants in 
the new building, cars of workers and visitors, and 
buses and taxis. All these vehicles – except for the 
buses and taxis – will cross the footpath along Bridge 
Rd that, under current plans, will be shared by 
pedestrians and cyclists. 

The casual early morning visitor to the current SFM at 
Banks St might wonder how all the trucks, vans and 
cars crowding into the area and the surrounding 
streets will be managed at the new SFM. Glebe 
Society member Andrew Wood took the question one 
step further recently and counted the vehicles at the 
SFM one morning between 6 am and 6.45 am. The 
result was 99 trucks that were four tonnes or larger, 
97 vans and 166 cars. 

The car park in the new SFM will be in the basement, 
where there will be room for 137 small trucks up to 3.5 
metres high. 

According to the Development Application (DA) for the 
new SFM, about 35 heavy vehicles will enter the 
market between 4am and 5am; more than 40 between 
5am and 6am; and more than 20 between 6am and 
7am.  

On the ground level there will be 20 loading docks for 
vans and smaller trucks at the back of the building 
and five mid-way for heavy trucks and semi-trailers. 
Both will be accessed by the same driveway. This 
leads to visions of vans waiting to enter and exit, while 
semi-trailers back out of the docks, blocking the 
driveway.  

Time at the loading dock is limited to half an hour. 
This raises the question: if ten heavy vehicles can be 
handled in one hour, but more than 40 usually arrive, 
where do the other 30 wait? The answer can only be 
queueing, most likely on Bridge Rd.  

There is only one lane on Wentworth Park Rd, if 
vehicles queued there, they would block it.  

Buses and taxis will pull off Bridge Rd to drop off 
visitors. But because they cannot do a U turn on 
Bridge Rd, they must all come from the south, from 
Glebe. And where will the buses park once they have 
dropped off their passengers? That is another 
question yet to be answered. 

The new SFM will have 417 parking spaces, the same 
number as the current SFM, despite an expectation 
the number of visitors will double in ten years (an 
expectation largely based on Chinese tourism, which 
has since ceased). The assumption is that people will 
use public transport. The reality is they will end up 
parking in Glebe streets and lanes or queuing along 
Bridge Rd, waiting for a parking space in the SFM to 
become available. 

The Transport Assessment suggests there will be little 
increase in the number of fish industry vehicles, 
stating: ‘Given the auction hall and wholesale offering 
will be similar to that already provided on the current 
site, the increase in the number of buyers/distributors 
is expected to be modest.’ (p. 63) But the new SFM 
will have nearly double the number of customers as 
the current SFM and almost double the retail space; 
the vehicular increase will be in vans serving 
commercial retail and restaurants. 

Incidentally, the Traffic Assessment did not look at the 
impact of SFM traffic on the nearby intersections 
before 8 am. 

Four further studies will be undertaken: Freight and 
Servicing Management Plan; Traffic and Transport 
Management Plan; Pick Up and Drop Off Plan; and 
the Green Travel Plan. 

It is imperative that the plans take into consideration 
the impact on early morning traffic, on access to the 
new SFM, and the impact of nearby development, 
particularly the proposed development of the 
Blackwattle Bay precinct. This gross 
overdevelopment, presumably designed to recoup the 
$750 million cost of constructing the new SFM, would 
see another 2,800 residents and 5,600 workers in the 
vicinity. 

The Glebe Society opposed the construction of the 
new SFM for a slew of reasons that have only 
strengthened as construction has begun and the 
reality of just how disruptive the new SFM will be. 

References: Appendix 11, Transport Impact Assessment 

Application for the new Sydney Fish Market 

(https://tinyurl.com/2p8jhdhu). The document can also be 

accessed by googling the search term: “the new Sydney Fish 

Market Transport Impact Assessment: concept and Stage 1 

works and Stage 2 main works”. 

continued next page 

https://tinyurl.com/2p8jhdhu
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Wentworth Park Rd traffic lights and Bridge Rd, the entrance to the new SFM (lozenged roof), including turning lanes from 
Bridge Rd (source: Transport Impact Assessment, p. 62, https://tinyurl.com/2p8jhdhu) 

Glebe and Forest Lodge History 

This month’s mystery photo 

with Lyn Collingwood 

Where are we? 

Please send your 
suggestions to 
history@glebe
society.org.au. 

 

https://tinyurl.com/2p8jhdhu
mailto:history@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:history@glebesociety.org.au
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Glebe’s Blue Plaque Nominations, Part 5 

by Ian Stepheson

The fifth site nominated for a Blue Plaque is 97 
Derwent St Glebe. 

Bessie Guthrie (1905-1977), designer, publisher, 
feminist and campaigner for children's rights grew up, 
and lived until her death, at 97 Derwent St, Glebe.  

From 1921 she attended classes at Technical College 
in interior design. Moving in bohemian circles, she 
became friendly with Hal Missingham, Kenneth 
Slessor and Dulcie Deamer. She wrote about design 
for the Australian Woman's Mirror in the late 1930s.  

In 1939 she founded Viking Press which focussed on 
poetry and anti-war tracts. During the war, she was 
head draughtswoman at De Havilland Aircraft Pty 
Limited’s experimental gliders factory. At the end of 
the war, she wrote talks on Plans for Women in the 
Post-War World (broadcast on radio), and organised 
training films directed at women dismissed from 
industry to make way for returning servicemen.  

In the 1950s, she opened her house to young girls 
who were the victims of domestic violence, abuse, 
homelessness and the welfare system. Bessie 
became a crusader for children's rights against the 
State child-welfare system. She researched every 
aspect of the Children's Court, the welfare home 
system, Church homes and compiled case histories. 
She bombarded bureaucrats, journalists and 
politicians with letters demanding changes. She ran 
what amounted to a private halfway house at 97 
Derwent St.  

She had some success following the 1961 riots at 
Parramatta Girls' Training School, obtaining a public 
inquiry. The government, however, established a 
maximum-security children's prison at Hay as the 
ultimate punishment for rebellious girls: where 
enforced silence, shaved heads, solitary confinement 
and daily humiliations prevailed.  

She broadened her research to include the 
institutionalised abuse of females, from babies 
charged with being 'abandoned' to homeless elderly 
women. A pattern of denial, evasiveness and 
misogyny emerged.  

In 1970 she joined the Women's Liberation Movement 
in Glebe. She helped produce their newspaper, 
Mejane, which published much of her research. She 
worked on mass protests outside Bidura Girls' Home, 
Glebe, and Parramatta Girls' Training School. She 
persuaded the television journalist Peter Manning to 
produce a full-length documentary, based on her 
research. The institution at Hay was closed in 1975. 
Her campaigns also led to the end of compulsory 
virginity-testing of girls charged by the Children's 
Court and to the abolition of the charge of 'exposure 
to moral danger'. 

In 1974 with Anne Summers, Guthrie squatted in two 
adjoining houses in Glebe to found Elsie Women's 
Refuge Night Shelter. In the 1977 Anzac Day 
campaign to draw attention to women raped in wars, 
Bessie made the decisive breach at the Cenotaph, 
pushing aside policemen and allowing groups of 
women to break police lines. 

She was a radical freethinker, feminist, storyteller, 
bibliophile, sleuth, gourmet and lover of shopping and 
cafés. Bessie died on 17 December 1977 at Glebe. 
Her funeral began as a street meeting outside her 
home. The procession, led by women on motorbikes, 
with streamers, banners and horn-honking, was 
stopped on Gladesville Bridge by police who refused 
to believe it was a 'real' funeral!  

Note: This account of Bessie Guthrie’s life is an edited 

version of Suzanne Bellamy’s entry in the Australian 

Dictionary of Biography.

 
 

The Glebe Society nominated 97 Derwent St, once the home of Betty Guthrie for a Blue Plaque (photo: Ian Stephenson) 

https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/slessor-kenneth-adolf-11712
https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/slessor-kenneth-adolf-11712
https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/deamer-mary-elizabeth-kathleen-dulcie-5928
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Who worked in your street? Gordon Page Barton (1929-2005) 

by Lyn Collingwood 

Businessman, political activist and newspaper 
publisher Gordon Barton began his entrepreneurial 
career while still a student at Sydney University. He 
ran Ivory and Barton, a road haulage business, from 
his Wollstonecraft home before buying an Adelaide 
business, the Interstate Parcel Express 
Company (IPEC), and setting up an 
office at 1 Arundel St Forest Lodge. 
Here, any window-faced envelope was 
‘round-filed’. 

In the 1950s, parcel delivery was by post or rail. To 
protect government monopolies, freight carried by 
road was taxed. Barton bought an ex-US Army Mack 
truck on hire purchase, found a Yugoslav migrant 
driver handy with a spanner, and worked out a 
backblocks route to run onions and other produce 
from South Australia to Queensland without meeting 
any inspectors. 

Also involved in the enterprise was future judge Jim 
Staples, then a fellow graduate finding legal work 
scarce. As an associate to Justice Edwards in the 
Supreme Court building, Barton brought his little 
English car into the city, solving any space problem by 
rolling the No Parking stand one length down St 
James Rd. 

By the 1960s IPEC was Australia's largest express 
transport company, with a fleet of several thousand 
trucks. Its yellow and black livery was everywhere: ‘If 
it’s urgent send it IPEC’.1 

Barton used his wealth to fund various projects. He 
launched the Liberal Reform Group, opposed the 
Vietnam War and advocated an independent foreign 
policy, environmental conservation and the protection 
of human rights. The Liberal Reform Group became 
the Australia Party, a precursor to the Democrats.  

In 1967 Barton formed Tjuringa Securities, a pioneer 
corporate raider that took over Federal Hotels (builder 
of the Hobart Casino, the first legal casino in 
Australia) and the asset-stripped Angus and 
Robertson bookshops and publishing business. 
Barton also founded two radical newspapers The 
Sunday Observer and Nation Review. 

Barton was born in Java, the son of a Dutch 
schoolteacher mother and a Queensland father who 
managed a pearl schooner. At the outbreak of war, 
Barton moved to Sydney with his mother and older 
brother. From 1939 to 1946, he attended SCEGS 
(‘Shore’) where he was on the debating team. With 
First Class Honours in English and French in the 
Leaving Certificate, he was awarded an Exhibition 
Scholarship to study Law at Sydney University. A 
charismatic figure, well-spoken and well-dressed, with 

an interest in classical music, Barton studied the 
University Handbook closely and organised his 
subjects so that in the period 1950-3, he obtained 
three degrees (Arts, Law and Economics). The 
University then changed the rules. 

Barton was still a university student in 1950 when he 
sued a restaurant owner over an ad in the Union 
Recorder promising a free bottle of beer on 
presentation of a voucher. Barton tried to redeem his 
several times over the course of an evening, but the 
pledge was not honoured. The action stalled, 
however, when the Small Debts Court declared it was 
not the correct body to deal with the complaint. Barton 
brought other suits on behalf of the Liberal Reform 
Group and IPEC. In 1958 he was successful in being 
awarded a refund of road taxes. 

A follower of philosopher John Anderson, Barton 
drank with the Push at the Royal George. He married 
Yvonne Hand. The couple had a daughter and a son. 
His wide circle of friends included lawyers Judge 
Philip Jeffrey (from university days) and Sir Laurence 
Street, writer Francis James, private investigator Tim 
Bristow and dominatrix Madame Lash.  

Barton left Australia in 1979 and went to live in a 
medieval castle in the Netherlands while maintaining 
a home in London. However, he fell on hard financial 
times and settled in the village of Moltrasio on Lake 
Como. He died in Spain on 4 April 2005.  

Footnote: 1. In 1998, IPEC was purchased by what is now the 

Toll Group, a subsidiary of Japan Post Holdings with 

operations in transportation, warehousing and logistics in road, 

rail, sea and air.  Sources: Alumni Sidneienses; private 

information; Sydney Church of England Grammar School 

Register 1889-1994; Sydney Church of England Grammar 

School’s The Torch Bearer 1944-7; Sydney Morning Herald 

obituary, 11 April 2005; Sydney telephone directories; Trove 

website; Wikipedia.  

 

No. 1 Arundel St Forest Lodge, the corner building where 
Gordon Barton set up his business office (photo: Lyn 
Collingwood) 
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Last month’s mystery photo 

Karin Kolbe, Phil Young, Eileen 
Canas and Sarah (surname 
unknown) identified the pictures 
in the last Bulletin as our past 
and present post offices.  

The former building is currently 
untenanted, while long queues 
outside the Post Office in the 
Broadway Shopping Centre are 
the norm. 

The historic Glebe Post Office, 
dating from 1888, was privatised 
in February 2011. The story of 
the massive rally to save it is 
told in the article, Valé Glebe 
Post Office, in the Glebe 
Society’s Bulletin 1 of 2011. 

Long gone is the Abattoirs Post 
Office on Glebe Island, pictured 
(far right) in 1890. 

 

 

 

Glebe’s former post office (top) and 
current post office in Broadway 
Shopping Centre (bottom) (Photos: 
Lyn Collingwood) 

Abbatoirs Post Office on Glebe Island in 
1890 (image: National Archives of 
Australia) 

 

Glebe Society submissions on development applications 

by Brian Fuller, Heritage Convenor and Ian Stephenson, Planning Convenor 

The Management Committee believes Society 
members benefit if they are informed of the Society's 
submissions concerning development applications 
that may impact local Heritage Conservation Areas, 
the streetscape, the public domain or local amenity. 

The Committee acknowledges that residents and 
developers want to undertake additions and 
renovations to their properties that are compatible 
with 21st-century life. Sometimes however, they or 
their consultants are not aware of, or appear to 
downgrade, the importance of compliance with the 
well-considered Planning Controls that protect and 
enhance the values of the Heritage Conservation 
Areas that we all enjoy cherish. 

On occasions, the Society's own local heritage 
architecture research may be invaluable to the 
community generally, especially those contemplating 
upgrading or extending their home. This month's 
submission fits these criteria; there is some rich 
architectural detail to the houses in the street, and it 
would be inappropriate for us not to pass it on. 

The Glebe Society submission lodged in the last 
month was for 29 Boyce St Glebe (DA number 
D/2022/501). The submission can be viewed on our 
website: https://tinyurl.com/hnzw5rup. 

While this edition of the Bulletin has been published 
after the Society’s submission has been made – and 
therefore, after the submission closing date, those 
wishing to undertake a more proactive interest can 
register their details with the City of Sydney to receive 
direct notification of all DAs in a nominated area. This 
will enable you to make your own future submission 
before the closing date. 

Access to all DA documentation is via the City of 
Sydney's DA Tracker on its website: 
https://online2.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/DA. The DA 
Tracker is easier to use if you know the precise 
property address or the DA number. 

 

City of Sydney DA Tracker (https://online2.cityofsydney.
nsw.gov.au/DA) 

 

https://glebesociety.org.au/wp-content/uploads/bulletins/2022_04.pdf
https://glebesociety.org.au/wp-content/uploads/bulletins/2011_01.pdf
https://tinyurl.com/hnzw5rup
https://online2.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/DA
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Number 27 Catherine St, Forest Lodge – a brief history of ownership 

by Rodney Hammett 

As a follow-up to the Bulletin 1/2022 story on Charles 
Perkins and the April 2022 confirmation by the State 
Government that a Blue Plaque will be fixed to the 
house he lived in, here is a story of the land and the 
house at 27 Catherine St, Forest Lodge. 

At the time of the arrival of the First Fleet, the land in 
this vicinity was part of the territory of the Gadigal and 
Wangal clans of the Eora nation. When Governor 
Phillip granted land in the Glebe and Forest Lodge 
area, Catherine King, the wife of Robert King, was 
granted 20 acres in 1795, this becoming known as 
Catherine Farm (Figure 1). In 1834 Catherine Farm 
was purchased by chemist and druggist Ambrose 
Foss. The 31-acre Lot 26 of the 1828 Glebe 
subdivision, to the north of Catherine Farm, had 
previously been purchased by Foss, in 1833.1 & 2 

Ambrose Foss lived for a time in Hereford House on 
Lot 26, the construction of which had been 
commissioned by George Williams in 1828. Further 
details of Ambrose Foss’ life and his influences on the 
early development of Glebe can be found in Max 
Solling’s Grandeur & Grit.3  

 

Figure 1: (Base map: Vol 4 Fol 6, annotated by Rodney 
Hammett) 

Businessman and politician Thomas Ware Smart 
purchased 11 parcels of land in Forest Lodge in 1863, 
including Lot A1, which fronted Lodge St and 
Catherine Sts. All the lots outlined in red were 
purchased by Smart (Figure 1). 

Born in Sydney in 1810, Thomas was the son of 
Thomas Smart, bootmaker, of Pitt St, who had arrived 
in the Admiral Gambier in 1808 with a seven-year 
sentence. After six years as an assistant in Cooper 
and Levey's Waterloo warehouse Thomas junior 
joined Andrew Oliver for two years in a drapery 
business in Pitt St. In 1836, he set up as an 
auctioneer, estate, land and commission agent in 

George St. He soon acquired a large fortune and 
branched out into other activities, including banking 
and flour-milling. He died in 1881. Further details can 
be found in the Australian Dictionary of Biography at 
adb.anu.edu.au/biography/smart-thomas-ware-4596. 

Lot A1 comprised three roods six perches (3187 m2) 
and was, in July 1864, subdivided with builder Alfred 
Neate purchasing the 28½ perch (720 m2) triangular 
portion fronting Catherine St (Figure 2). 

 

Figure 2: (Base map: Vol 6 Fol 116, annotated by 
Rodney Hammett) 

Alfred Neate (1821-1878) arrived in Sydney in 1854, 
leaving his wife Ann and six children at home in 
London. They joined him in about 1856. As a joiner 
and carpenter, he soon found work in the growing 
Sydney, later establishing himself as a builder living in 
Glebe and Forest Lodge with help from his sons 
Alfred George (1845-1922), John George (1847-1921) 
and Charles Edwin (1852-1921) as soon as they took 
up the tools. 

Nos 25-31 Catherine St would have been built by 
Alfred senior with his sons during the time he owned 
the land (1864 to 1870). The Sands Directory of 1870 
shows Alfred senior and family living in Old 
Parramatta Rd (now Arundel St) and Alfred junior with 
his new wife Eliza Jane Andrews living in one of the 
new houses in Catherine St. 

The triangular property with houses was bought by 
butcher Daniel O’Connor of Botany Rd, Redfern, in 
September 1870, then by Michael McAuley, a 
gentleman of Sydney, in November 1872. 

Cordial manufacturer William Simpson of Marrickville 
was the next owner from October 1879. 

Sydney timber merchants Frederick John Goodsell 
and James Wright purchased the property in May 
1881. 

https://glebesociety.org.au/wp-content/uploads/bulletins/2022_01.pdf
https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/smart-thomas-ware-4596
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In August 1884, the mortgagee took possession of the 
land and houses, which were then subdivided into two 
parts. Jane Railton of Petersham, a widow, purchased 
the larger part in November 1884, while the smaller 
part (Nos 31 and 33) was sold to financier Adolphus 
Rogalsky of Sydney in December 1887 (Figure 3). 

‘ 

Figure 3: (base map: Vol 742 Fol 79, annotated by 
Rodney Hammett) 

Born in Brampton, Cumberland, England, in 1820, 
Jane Railton (née Routledge) grew up in the early 
1800s sweat-shops of Huddersfield, Yorkshire, the 
daughter of parents trying to keep their family alive by 
working in the burgeoning cotton mills and clothing 
factories. Aged 18 in 1843, she married George 
Railton, a linen draper with his own business in 
Huddersfield. They had four children in England 
before travelling to Sydney. Another three children 
were born in Sydney. 

George tried a number of jobs in Sydney. By 1871 he 
was a grocer at 2 Bay St, Glebe, and it was here that, 
on 28 December 1882, he died, aged 62. Jane moved 
to Oxford St, Petersham with what must have been a 
reasonable inheritance from George because soon 
afterwards, in 1884, she purchased the Catherine St 
property.4 She died in 1903, aged 78; the property 
was sold by the executors of her estate in 1904. 

There were a number of owners between 1904 and 
1926, at which time the property was subdivided into 
two lots – Nos 15 to 23 (Lot 1) and Nos 25, 27 and 29 
(Lot 2) (Figure 4). Lot 2 lot was further subdivided in 
1956 into three lots; one for each of the three houses. 
No 27 was purchased by Clarence McDonald Grey of 
Glebe, a labourer, in July 1961. 

Charles Nelson Perkins, a student living in Glebe, 
purchased No 27 in June 1964 with his wife Eileen 
Laura Perkins. They sold the house in February 1967 
to Noel Patrick Hogan, a member of the police force, 
and his wife Roslyn Eileen, both of Pagewood. 

Notes: 1 NSW Land Registry Services; Primary Application 

119 and Book G No 238; 2 Royal Australian Historical 

Society; Vo1/ 5 Part 5 (1929); Notes on the Early History of 

the Glebe by J F Campbell LS (Fellow); 3 Grandeur & Grit: A 

History of Glebe, Max Solling, pp 50, 52, 58; 4 At the same 

time Jane also purchased land in Trafalgar St, Annandale (near 

Piper St) and the land in Oxford St, Petersham. She purchased 

a property in Cook St, Randwick in 1891 where she and her 

children lived until she died. 

 

Figure 4: (base map: c. 1887 Metropolitan Survey, Glebe 
Sheet 11, part annotated by Rodney Hammett) 

Community Matters 

Harold Park Community Hall to host Pyrmont Community Centre 

by Mary Mortimer, Friends of Pyrmont Community Centre Convenor

Friends of Pyrmont Community Centre celebrate a 
victory in their campaign for an alternative home! 
Pyrmont Community Centre will close for 70 weeks for 
renovations. Pyrmont’s choir and the monthly 
community dinner will move to the Harold Park 
Community Hall at the Tramsheds. 

Community spaces – centres, town halls, libraries – 
belong to us, and must operate for our benefit. They 
should not be treated by Council as revenue raisers. 
Community groups across Sydney are asking Council 
to provide free access to our centres, with staff and 
programs for everyone. We also need simpler booking 
and access arrangements. 

 

Pyrmont Community Centre (image: https://www.cityof
sydney.nsw.gov.au/) 

https://www.cityofsydney.nsw/
https://www.cityofsydney.nsw/
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Residents pay rates, and Council’s stated aim is to 
provide accessible cultural and recreational activities 
for everyone. We know how important these 
connections are for our mental, physical and social 
wellbeing. The current system, where community 
groups are charged for hire, apply for a grant 
(involving paperwork by community members and 
Council staff), and – after weeks – have it approved, 
is being reviewed and hopefully redesigned. 

An excellent first step is the Council’s decision to 
waive fees for the next 12 months, giving community 
groups free use of community venues, including 
public liability insurance. 

This is great news for Glebe and Forest Lodge, as the 
Tramsheds hall can become a venue for community 
activities. Everyone is invited to join the choir, 
Pyrmont Sings!, which will rehearse there from 
Tuesday 19 July, and our monthly community dinners 
on the last Friday of each month. 

Gleebooks’ NAIDOC Week event 

During NAIDOC Week, Gleebooks is hosting the 
launch of Yvonne Weldon’s new book, Sixty-Seven 

Days. Yvonne will be in conversation with Antoinette 
Latouff.  

Yvonne Weldon, a Wiradjuri woman who grew up in 
Sydney, was elected in 2021 to the City of Sydney 
Council. She is the first Aboriginal person on Council 
since its establishment in 1842. In addition to this role, 
she is Deputy Chairperson of the Metropolitan Local 
Aboriginal Land Council, Deputy Chair of the Australia 
Day Council of NSW, and board member of Domestic 
Violence NSW and Redfern Jarjum College. She was 
named NSW Aboriginal Woman of the Year in 2022.2 

When: Thursday 7 July, 6.00 
pm for 6.30 pm; Where: 
Gleebooks, 49 Glebe Point 
Rd; To book: www.gleebooks.
com.au/event/yvonne-
weldon-sixty-seven-days/. 

Notes: 1. https://www.

naidoc.org.au/awards/current-

theme; 2. https://meetings.

cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/

mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=4506

A quick spin with COGG 

by Mark Stapleton, Glebe Society Vice-President

The Coalition of Glebe Groups (CoGG) was co-
founded by the Glebe Society and other local groups 
to foster networking and coordination especially with 
the City of Sydney. 

The most recent monthly meeting was joined by the 
City CEO Monica Barone and five other staff from 
across Council teams. Topics discussed at the 
meeting included the resourcing of local community 
centres, local footpaths, paving and tree planting, 
cycleways, public notice boards and facilities to 
charge electric vehicles.  

The meeting also received 
reports on the development of 
the new Sydney Fish Market, 
the ‘Bays West Precinct’, the 
Glebe Chamber of 
Commerce and the Glebe Youth Service.  

The coalition is a network of local groups and does 
not advocate for individual resident concerns. When it 
does take action, it is by consensus. The current 
Glebe Society representative is Vice-President Mark 
Stapleton. 

 

Glebe, Naturally 

Connecting to Country through classroom ecosystems 

by Melanie Elderton, Educational Leader, Explore & Develop Annandale 

Last year, courtesy of a grant from the Glebe Society, 
we invested in several new invertebrates for our 
classroom to further support our science inquiry 
curriculum. 

The consultation with Karen 
Player from Australian 
Environmental Education 
has led to the order for an 
additional number of 
invertebrates to complement 
the stick insects we already 

had in the classroom. 
Karen visited our students 
where she brought in the 
mini beasts and introduced 
us to each of our new 
invertebrates. The pieces 
of information about their 
habitat and food needs 
have supported the 
children and educators in establishing a habitat 
suitable for the invertebrates. 

 

http://www.gleebooks.com.au/event/yvonne-weldon-sixty-seven-days/
http://www.gleebooks.com.au/event/yvonne-weldon-sixty-seven-days/
http://www.gleebooks.com.au/event/yvonne-weldon-sixty-seven-days/
https://www.naidoc.org.au/awards/current-theme
https://www.naidoc.org.au/awards/current-theme
https://www.naidoc.org.au/awards/current-theme
https://meetings.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=4506
https://meetings.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=4506
https://meetings.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=4506
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The children were excited to assist Karen with the 
initial set-up of the upgraded invertebrates; helping to 
transfer the mini beasts into their new home. We 
learnt that they like acacia (wattle) and lilli pilli leaves, 
in addition to the eucalyptus leaves we had been 
feeding our stickies. Having Karen share her 
knowledge was valuable to expanding our 
understanding of these animals. 

Since then, the permanent presence of these 
invertebrates has led to ongoing opportunities for 
scientific inquiry. The ecosystem has inspired lots of 
engagement and investigation amongst children of all 
ages. The habitat has allowed us to observe the 
decomposition cycle and witness the different 
animals' roles in this ecosystem. 

The animals in the ecosystem were quickly adopted 
into the school menagerie. Interest has extended from 
exploring these animals' needs and daily care to a 
desire to better understand the animals with which we 
share our immediate outdoor and local excursion 
environments. 
 

The invertebrates' role in our community was 
highlighted when the 2021 preschoolers included the 
animals’ presence in their design for a school flag. A 
burrowing cockroach, snail, and stick insect are all 
represented in the published design for our school 
flag, which now flies proudly at our 'Little School on 
the Roof'. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children of Explore & Develop Annandale (photos supplied) 

Community planting for National Tree Day 

by Andrew Wood, Blue Wren Subcommittee Convenor

Jenny Kent, City of Sydney Community Gardens and 
Volunteer Coordinator, has invited Glebe Society 
members and friends to attend a community planting 
event for National Tree Day on Sunday 31 July. 

Everyone will have the opportunity to plant a native 
shrub, grass or vine that will help restore native 
vegetation in this area along Johnstons Creek. 
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Light refreshments will be available as well as 
educational walks to teach you more about the local 
environment. 

The City is looking to establish a volunteer bushcare 
group in the area. If you can’t make it to the tree 
planting event and would like to express your interest 
in the bushcare group, cantact Jenny at jkent@cityof
sydney.nsw.gov.au. 

When: Sunday 31 July, 10:00 am - 12:00 pm; Where: 
Federal Park, 2 Chapman Rd, Annandale; Cost: free;  

To book: https://events.humanitix.com/community-
planting-for-national-tree-day. Spaces are limited, so 
make sure you register. 

 

Johnstons Creek and Federal Park to its left (source: 
www.diona.com.au/projects/project/johnstons-creek-
naturalisation) 

 

Creative Glebe 
Players in the Pub 

Wednesdays 27 July and 24 
August are booked for our next 
readings at The Friend in Hand, 
58 Cowper St Glebe. The start 
time is 7 pm, and the contents of 
the donations bucket support New 
Theatre. 

We are still finalising the shows. If 
you are not already on our con tact list, could you 
please send your email address to: 
history@glebesociety.org.au, with ‘Lyn: Players in the 
Pub’ in the subject line. As soon as the July play is 
confirmed, we’ll be in touch! And you can follow us on 
Facebook (www.facebook.com/PlayersInThePub). 

 

The Players in the Pub cast from a previous performance 
(photo: supplied) 

 

Save the dates: 33rd Annual Glebe Music Festival 

by Virginia Simpson-Young 

The Glebe Music Festival has been running in Glebe 
for over three decades. The 33rd Music Festival, 
organised by Artistic Director David McIntosh and 
supported by the Glebe Society, will take place from 
Saturday 4 November to Sunday 27 November.  

Now that COVID restrictions are no longer in place, 
David has been able to put together a bumper 
program of eight concerts.  

Bookings are now open. Below is a program 
summary, including a link to the online booking site. 

Tickets will be available at the door except for 
concerts at Margaretta Cottage.  

More details of performances will be provided in future 
Bulletins. Keep an eye on the Glebe Society Bulletin 
and the Festival’s website (www.glebemusicfestival.
com) for more information.  

If you would like to donate to the Festival, go to: 
https://www.trybooking.com/au/donate/glebemusicfest 
 

 

Date Location Performance Cost Booking 

Friday 4 
November 
6.30 pm 

Gleebooks1 
Milena and Wolf: a blues acoustic 
duo based in Sydney. 

$20 (non-concession) 
$10 (concessions) 
includes food/drinks 

www.trybooking
.com/CANTW  

Sunday 6 
November 
3 pm 

Glebe Town 
Hall2 

Operatic Magic! Susannah 
Lawergren and Georgia Lowe 
perform operatic arias arranged for 
harp and voice.  

$20 (non-concession) 
$10 (concession) 

www.trybooking.
com/CANVG 

mailto:jkent@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
mailto:jkent@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
https://events.humanitix.com/community-planting-for-national-tree-day
https://events.humanitix.com/community-planting-for-national-tree-day
mailto:history@glebesociety.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/PlayersInThePub
http://www.glebemusicfestival.com/
http://www.glebemusicfestival.com/
https://www.trybooking.com/au/donate/glebemusicfest
http://www.trybooking.com/CANTW
http://www.trybooking.com/CANTW
http://www.trybooking.com/CANVG
http://www.trybooking.com/CANVG
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Friday 11 
November 
7 pm 

Margaretta 
Cottage3 

Home and Hearth: Thoroughbass 
performs lieder and recently-
unearthed early 19th-century popular 
songs, as well as various works for 
pianoforte and violin. 

$40 (non-concession) 
$20 (concession) 
includes supper and drinks 

www.trybooking.
com/CANVJ 

Saturday 12 
November 
7 pm 

Glebe Town 
Hall 

Florid Sentiments: Austral Harmony 
performs Corelli and Handel. 

$20 (non-concession) 
$10 (concession) 

www.trybooking.
com/CANVM 

Saturday 19 
November 
3 pm 

Margaretta 
Cottage 

Sydney Baroque Players: performing 
French baroque chamber works by 
Lully, Hotteterre, Blavet and Philidor. 

$20 (concession and non-
concession) 
includes afternoon tea and 
drinks 

www.trybooking.
com/CANVN 

Sunday 20 
November 
3 pm 

Glebe Town 
Hall 

Josie and the Emeralds celebrate St 
Cecilia, Patron Saint of Music. 

$20 (non-concession) 
$10 (concession) 

www.trybooking.
com/CANWB 

Friday 25 
November 
7 pm 

Margaretta 
Cottage 

Evgeny Genchev and Tess 
O’Donahue: piano and voice 
performance, including works by 
Meyerbeer and Puccini. 

$20 (concession and non-
concession) 
includes supper and drinks 

www.trybooking.
com/CANWJ 

Sunday 27 
November 
3 pm 

Glebe Town 
Hall 

Evgeny Genchev – program details 
TBA. 

$20 (non-concession) 
$10 (concession) 

www.trybooking.
com/CANWK 

1. Gleebooks, 49 Glebe Point Rd Glebe; 2. Glebe Town Hall, 169 St John’s Rd, Glebe; 3. Margaretta Cottage, 6 Leichhardt 

St, Glebe (entry via 18A Cook St for people with mobility impairment). 

 

Glebe Society Guided Walks Program 

Upcoming Guided Walk 

Contemporary architecture and leading-edge 
medical research: Sydney University’s new health 
precinct 

Leader: Dorothy Davis and a University of Sydney 
Guide. When and where: 10.15 am Thursday 21 
July. Meet at the Ross St entrance to the University 
for the tour starting at 10.30 am in the University. 
Bookings: https://heath-research-architecture-usyd.
eventbrite.com.au 

 

See two wonderful examples of innovative 
architecture on the University campus and hear about 
state-of-the-art health research and clinical teaching. 

We will visit the Charles Perkins Centre and the 
Susan Wakil Health Building on the University 
campus, behind the Sports Ovals. Our tour will cover 

both the architectural aspects of the buildings and the 
biomedical research and clinical teaching undertaken 
in both. 

The Charles Perkins Centre is named after the 
celebrated Indigenous leader with links to Glebe. The 
Centre’s research focuses on obesity, diabetes and 
cardiovascular diseases. Inside the foyer, you will be 
transfixed by its grand six-storey atrium with 
cantilevered balconies. Centre staff will guide us 
through laboratories on restricted floors, explaining 
some interesting research projects.  

The Susan Wakil Health Building was designed by 
several world-famous international architects. Located 
at the intersection of two waterways historically 
significant for the Gadigal people, the Susan Wakil 
Building was designed as an extension of the 
landscape. Its shaded gardens, terraces, ledges and 
paths extend the spaces of learning, reflection, and 
social exchange into the outdoors. Water cascades 
from Upper Wakil to Lower Wakil and down towards 
the rest of the campus. The building is purpose-built 
for medicine and health disciplines. We will visit its 
facilities, including clinical simulation teaching spaces, 
research labs, a lecture theatre and a rehabilitation 
gym. 

http://www.trybooking.com/CANVJ
http://www.trybooking.com/CANVJ
http://www.trybooking.com/CANVM
http://www.trybooking.com/CANVM
http://www.trybooking.com/CANVN
http://www.trybooking.com/CANVN
http://www.trybooking.com/CANWB
http://www.trybooking.com/CANWB
http://www.trybooking.com/CANWJ
http://www.trybooking.com/CANWJ
http://www.trybooking.com/CANWK
http://www.trybooking.com/CANWK
https://heath-research-architecture-usyd.eventbrite.com.au/
https://heath-research-architecture-usyd.eventbrite.com.au/
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Report on the Radical Glebe Guided Walk 

by Penny Saba 

Meredith Bergmann, along with her long-term student 
friends and fellow activists Helen Randerson and 
Heather Goodall, shared their personal insights and 
contributions to the many aspects of Glebe during the 
60s and 70s. They portrayed a first-hand picture of 
Radical Glebe during these decades as a centre for 
growing awareness and action in a multitude of fields. 

On a windy Sunday afternoon outside our treasured 
Gleebooks, we met and headed west, towards 67 
Glebe Point Rd where CAMP Inc, Gay Lib, Women’s 
Lib and Sydney University’s Labor Club were 
established during the 1960s and ’70s. As a meeting 
place for Women’s Lib, it represented a second stage 
of feminism for different aspects independence and 
respect for women. 

 

From the cover of Camp Ink (1973 vol. 3, no. 4), the 
national journal of the Campaign Against Moral 
Persecution (CAMP Inc). In 1972, CAMP Inc moved its 
clubrooms from Balmain to 33a Glebe Point Rd in 1972 
(source: https://www.pridehistory.org.au/camp-ink) 

From across the road, Helen described the NSW 
Prisoners’ Action Group’s halfway house during the 
mid ’70s, where many well-known ex-prisoners 
resided, along with the Sydney Anarchists House, 
right next door. It’s looking more subdued now, being 
no longer covered in the prolific graffiti of past times. 

Elsie’s Women’s Refuge in Westmoreland St, first of 
its kind in Australia, was described by Heather as a 
major stepping-stone, providing safety and a greater 
awareness of domestic violence within family 
situations. As did two adjoining houses in disrepair, 
initially owned by the church, it became a ‘safe place’, 
despite some opposition within the community and 
very crowded facilities.  

With so many relevant locations to observe, time 
didn’t allow us to physically visit all places. We were 
given, however, a very personalised description by 
Meredith of the headquarters for the anti-Springboks 
campaign in Darghan St, the squatters action and the 
green bans that transpired out of Lyndhurst along with 
the Glebe Anti-Expressway Committee. Heather 

shared with us the positive impact that Tranby 
Aboriginal Co-op College in Mansfield St has had on 
the availability of educational opportunities for 
indigenous students with a focus on empowerment 
and recognition. Further stories were shared at the 
Forest Lodge Hotel, and mementos of almost 50 
years ago were passed around. 

It’s easy to understand why the numbers for this walk 
were so high. Meredith, Helen and Heather shared so 
much of their early experiences, showing how 
dedicated they were to so many significant causes, 
and how much Glebe has played a part in 
transforming many key aspects of people’s lives. 

Glebe Art Show People’s Choice 

 

Kaleidoscope by Annika Karskens won the Glebe Art 
Show’s People's Choice Prize, sponsored by Glebe Family 
Medical Practice. The butterflies are made from espresso 
pods! 
 
 
 

[ADVERTISEMENT] 

Stretch class for seniors 

Responding to requests from the local community, 
Studio Form&Flow has introduced a weekly Seniors 
Stretch class to their timetable. 

Designed to increase flexibility and movement while 
improving balance and muscle coordination. Ideal for 
seniors and anyone who prefers a slow-paced and 
supportive group class. 

Studio entry is via one flight of stairs. Bookings via the 
Studio’s website: www.studioformandflow.com. 

 

https://www.pridehistory.org.au/camp-ink
http://www.studioformandflow.com/
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For Your Calendar 
Thurs 7 July, 6.00 pm for 6.30 pm; Launch of Yvonne Weldon’s new book, Sixty-Seven Days. Gleebooks 
From Tuesday 19 July, Pyrmont Sings! choir rehearsal, Harold Park Community Hall, Tramsheds 
Thurs 21 July, Guided Walk: University of Sydney’s new Health Research precinct with Dorothy Davis. 
Wednesday 27 July, 7 pm Players in the Pub, Friend in Hand Hotel 
Sun 31 July, 10 am – 12 noon; Community planting event for National Tree Day, Bicentennial Park 2, Annandale 
Wednesday 24 August, 7 pm Players in the Pub, Friend in Hand Hotel 
Sunday, 11 September, 11 am – 2 pm; Glebe Society AGM, Glebe Youth Service, 84 Glebe Point Rd 
Sat 4 Nov to Sun 27 Nov. Glebe Music Festival. Various locations 
Last Friday of the month. Community dinners (formerly at Pyrmont Community Centre), Harold Park Community Hall. 

 

 

Book Glebe Society events on our Eventbrite page: http://glebesociety.eventbrite.com 

 

Glebe Society Inc. 
Established 1969 

Management Committee 

President Ian Stephenson 0415 919 874 president@glebesociety.org.au 

Vice President Mark Stapleton 0417 238 158 vicepresident@glebesociety.org.au 

Past President  Janet Wahlquist  pastpresident@glebesociety.org.au 

Secretary Jude Paul 0438 600 882 secretary@glebesociety.org.au 

Minutes Secretary Mark Stapleton 0417 238 158 minutes@glebesociety.org.au 

Treasurer Jane Gatwood 0488 118 355 treasurer@glebesociety.org.au 

Ordinary member Allan Hogan 0411 607 813 allan@glebesociety.org.au 

Ordinary member Ted McKeown 02 9660 3917 ted@glebesociety.org.au 

Ordinary member Michael Morrison  michael@glebesociety.org.au 

Ordinary member Mary-Beth Brinson  mary-beth@glebesociety.org.au 

Bays & Foreshores Asa Wahlquist 02 9660 8261 bays@glebesociety.org.au 

Blue Wrens Andrew Wood 02 9660 6104 bluewrens@glebesociety.org.au 

Communications Allan Hogan 0411 607 813 communications@glebesociety.org.au 

Community vacant  community@glebesociety.org.au 

Heritage Brian Fuller 0409 035 418 heritage@glebesociety.org.au 

Planning Ian Stephenson 0415 919 874 planning@glebesociety.org.au 

Environment vacant  environment@glebesociety.org.au  

Transport & Traffic vacant 
 

transport@glebesociety.org.au 

 
Working Groups & Contacts 

Glebe Island Bridge vacant  transport@glebesociety.org.au 

Archivist Lyn Milton 0419 412 477 archives@glebesociety.org.au 

Bulletin Editor Virginia Simpson-Young 0402 153 074 editor@glebesociety.org.au  

Events Judy Vergison 0417 446 425 events@glebesociety.org.au 

Local History Lyn Collingwood 
 

history@glebesociety.org.au 

History of Glebe Max Solling 02 9660 1160  

Glebe Voices Fiona Campbell 02 9660 0185 glebevoices@glebesociety.org.au 

Web content Tarny Burton 0419 633 238 webmaster@glebesociety.org.au 

Website technical Tarny Burton 0419 633 238 support@glebesociety.org.au 

Facebook Virginia Simpson-Young 0402 153 074 facebook@glebesociety.org.au 

Twitterer   twitter@glebesociety.org.au 

http://glebesociety.eventbrite.com/
mailto:editor@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:webmaster@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:twitter@glebesociety.org.au
http://glebesociety.eventbrite.com
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Membership of the Glebe Society 

➢ Individual member: $45 
➢ Joint (2 people, one address): $55 
➢ Household: $60 
➢ Concession (student or pensioner): $20 
➢ Institution or corporate: $110 
➢ Additional donation welcome 

How to join 

➢ Join online: complete the Membership 
Application on our website under ‘Membership’ 

➢ Download a membership form from 
www.glebesociety.org.au; or 

➢ Write to the Secretary at PO Box 100 Glebe 2037; 
or email secretary@glebesociety.org.au.

 

 

Children playing in the backyard of Elsie Women's Refuge in 
1975 (source: National Archives of Australia) 

 

http://www.glebesociety.org.au/
mailto:secretary@glebesociety.org.au

