


Hands of f our streetsl!

THE BATILE FOR FRANCIS AND GLEBE STREETS

There was drama aplenty on Glebe
Point Road the week before Christmas
when the Watker Corporation, owner
of the Broadway Shopping Centre in
the old Grace Brothers buildings on
Broadway, played cowboy developer.
In the tme proven manner of Sydney
developers, Walker Corporation tried
on their own bat to remove barricades
in Francis and Glebe Streets put there
by Leichhardt Council 20 months ago
— after extensive community
consultation and traffic studies — to
protect local streets around the
Broadway Centre from the traffic that
this massive development generates.

They tried first on Friday 17
December in the mid-afterncon while
Leichhardt Couneil staff were at their
Christmas party. Local business
people, their customers and Glebe
residents had to sit'on the barricades at
Francis Street to stop the
Corporation’s truck craning them up
and taking them away. Again in time
proven manner Glebe police
threatened to arrest the protestors,
taking the developer’s side. Eventually
when a furious Leichhardt Mayor and
Traffic Officer arrived there was a
verbal deal done. Nothing would
happen until Leichhardt Council had
been consulted! So we broke up.

But the next

Friday afternoon turned up promptly,
but had no memory of the previous
evening’s deal. They said they would
have 1o arrest us if we didn’t move as
they had received a fax from the RTA
authorising the work. Unforrunately
they couldn’t show it to us as it was
locked up at the station{?).

We had grown to three by then
{David Gaunt, Neil Macindoe and
myself) and when we refused to move,
they tried to arrest us, but we won the
ensuing scuffle as we were three {solid
enough!) and they were two, They
went for reinforcements, so did we,
and by the rfime they were six or seven
we were twenty or thirty. Again
residents and locals, and Glebe
Society people, responded with
alacrity to protect their suburb.

The Mayor, Matre Shechan, arrived
quickly, but police wouldn’t listen to
her, the sergeant in charge was going
to arrest us all, using further force if
necessary. We contacted our local
MP, Sandra Nori, and she intervened
with a few pertinent phone calls — to
whom we don’t know. The result was
thar after a long stand-off the police
went away and Walker Corporation
gave up, the barricades stayed in place,
until further consultation with
Council! This time it was put in
writing by the RTA,

Corporation, while outwardly
smiling and saying it wants to be a
good local citizen has, on the matrer
of Francis and Glebe Streets (where
the collective community view has
been strongly in support of Council’s
protective traffic measures) refused to
take on board local feclings and has
continued over three years of
consultation to bully and intimidate
1o get its way.
We have won 2 fragile tactical
victory. But Glebe Point Road,
Minogue Reserve and the whole
residential area around Glebe Street
are still at risk. Please help us win the
next round by writing or faxing to:

Minister for Roads

Carl Scully MP

Parliament House

Sydney 2000

fax: 9228 4633

Member for Port Jackson

Sandra Nori MP

Parliament House

Sydney 2000

fax: 9228 4544

A petition in both Gleebooks shops
collected some 400 signatures (of
Glebe residents only) and was sent to
the Minister for Roads; the only
response to date was a letter dated 31
January advising that the RTA,
Walker Corporation and Leichhardt
Council are discussing the matter
“with a view to reaching a suitable
resolution by February 2000.” To
date we have heard no more, and
were not encouraged by the last
paragraph of the

morning Walker
Corporation was

Walker Corporation tried on their own bat to remove

Minister’s lerter
which said that

ativagain! Ina barricades in Francis and Glebe Streets put there by the Glebe
well organized Leichhardt Council 20 months ago ... community “will
dawn raid, : — be given an

commanded by their senior traffic
consultant Ross Nettle, they had
taken away Council’s traffic signs in
Francis Street and brought in new
ones. A truck from Blacktown City
Council was busy marking the new
lanes on Leichhardt Council’s street
at 7.30 am when local business
people and residents started to arrive.
But they were only just starting to
remove the barricades. They got one
onto the truck despite my protests,
but I sat on the next one and said 1
wanted to speak to the police and the
Council. The same police as on

We were told that at a meeting
between the Council, Walker
Cororation and the RTA on 23
December, the RTA disapproved of
the developer’s behaviour and opened
a new process over the matter.
Meanwhile there are serious questions
of legality to be asked about the
behaviour of Walker Corporation,
and whether they were acting in
collusion with the RTA or not.
Locals who shop at the development

should consider whether they wish to
continue to do so, as Walker

opportunity for community input at
an appropriate time.”

Roger Mackell

[The crunch may come at the
Council’s Traffic Committee
meeting attended by the RTA on 25
February (too late for this Bulletin);
discussion at the last Management
Committee meeting included the
suggestion that copies of letters to
the MPs on this martter should be
sent to the RTA. Ed.]
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A Report from the Project Team to
slebe

Clean Up

This year CLEAN Ur AusTRALIA DAY
is Sunday 5th March and The Glebe
Society would like to encourage all
residents to help rid our suburb of
licter. The Society has registered a site
in Pyrmont Bridge Rd, near the
corner of Talfourd Lane. Its members
and volunteers will be tackling the
surrounding streets and back lanes
from 10am - 2pm. For more inform-
ation contact the site convenor, Jenna

Reed Burns on 9692. 9369.

Two other sites have been earmarked
for Glebe: Minogue Reserve, cnr
Francis St and Glebe Point Rd, and
Bicentennial Park at the end of Glebe
Point Rd. For more information,
please conrace either Clean Up
Australia on 1800 024 890 or the site
convenors for these areas — Cyrus
Brooks, ph 9692. 3308 (for Minogue
Reserve); and John Handley, ph
9338. 6760 (for Bicentennial Park).

Velunteers can turn up to any of the
three sites on the day and fill in a
registration form, then grab a bag
and fill it with rubbish. Only a
limited number of gloves will be
available on the day, so please bring a
pair with you. You should also wear a
pair of sturdy shoes, slap on some
sunscreen and wear a hat.

The Clean Up Glebe Project Team

would like to encourage all residents
to make an ongoing effort to keep

our suburb clean. If residents actively |

looked after their street front, back
lane and local park, and reported
dumped rubbish to the Waste Service
Inspector (fan McCann, 9560 .6169;
0408 112 036), the impact on the
suburb would be enormous. Research
shows that people are less likely to
lirer or grafitti places which are kept
clean, than those where litter and
grafitti have been allowed to
accumulate.

In other litter-related news, late last
year the committee wrote to both
Pioneer Concrete and the Sydney
Fish Market asking both organ-
isations to clean up their street
frontages on Pyrmont Bridge Rd.
Because of Christmas holidays, things

have moved slowly, however the
planter box which runs along the
street frontage of the Pioneer site has
now been completely replanted and
mulched - a great improvement.

The Sydney Fishmarketing Authority
has not been as motivated regarding
the small strip of wasteland which
runs along Pyrmont Bridge Rd
between the main entrance to their
property and the disused coal loader.
The area, bounded by a rusting
cyclone mesh fence on one side and
the warer on the other, remains an
cyesore, and is home to several large
castor oil trees and accumulated
rubbish, Although the effort to
improve it would not be great (and
would impact positively on the Fish
Market by beautifying its main
entrance), no action has yet been
taken because of disputed ownership.

According to the Fish Markets, the
land is not theirs, but could be owned
by Sydney City Council or Sydney
Water. In either case, Fish Market
staff claim that they are unable to
touch it. The Glebe Society has left
messages with both the City Council
and Sydney Water and is waiting for
their responses. Meanwhile,
Hurstville Council has recently
responded to our inquiry regarding its
very prominent anti-littering signs.
This council has taken a very firm

stand against littering, with the
employment of two local government
law enforcement officers who target
litrering and other mineor offences,
and work closely with local police.
Eight large signs featuring the anti-
lictering message STOW IT, DON'T
THrOW iT and information regarding
on-the-spot fines were recently
erected at the entrances to the council
arca.

In August of last year when the Clean
Up Glebe Project Team met with
Leichhardt Council officers, they
asked if anti-littering signs could be
erected throughout our suburb. The
suggestion was met with positively,
but since then the issue of cost
appears to have prevented any signs
being made or erected. In the next
few weeks the Team intends to meet
with the local Chamber of
Commerce, and will again raise the
matter of the signs, along with other
measures aimed at reducing the
amount of litter which is dumped in
Glebe. This will include asking all
real estate agents in the area to fully
inform new residents and tenants of
the cotrect way to dispose of rubbish,
and shopkeepers to be responsible for
the litrer that their businesses
generate.

Jenna Reed Burns

The Glebe Society has registered a site in Pyrmont Bridge
Road, near the corner of Talfourd Lane, and will be tackling
the surrounding streets and back lanes from
10am untl 2pm.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

For more information contact the site convenor,

Jenna Reed Burns on 9692 9369
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S fmm the
- Editor's

Desk
Dear Editor

Glebe now has shopping trolleys
abandoned everywhere thanks to The
Broadway Shopping Mall where no
attemnpt is made to discourage this.
There are no signs to tell people not
to take the trolleys away, and the
security staff do nothing to
discourage it. The mall seems
content to wait till someone rings the
Trolley Tracker telephone number
[1800 — 641. 497] to 1eport
abandoned trolleys and then,
eventually, collect them. The trolleys
— mostly from Coles and Bi-Lo — are
an eyesore and 2 hazard to traffic:
both autometive and pedestrian.

Unlike Leichharde Market Town
where there are signs posted at the
mall advising people not to remove
the trolleys from the grounds and
where there are bollards placed
closely together to make it difficult
for customers to do so, the managers
of Broadway seem content to let
people wheel them away for later
collection or just dumped in the tiny
public park near Glebe Point Road
whete the pedestrian ramp from the
shopping centre comes down — and
where there is no trolley bay
provided.

I have recently written to the Council
about this and wonder if anyone else
would like to do the same. Perhaps a
scrap metal dealer would be
interested in this situation.

Yours sincerely, V7

Duncan Ball &2

Dear Edirtor,
Given the high-incidence of graffiti

in Glebe, I was somewhat surprised
by the lack of response to Ena
Fovthis’ story in Bulletin 9/99. One
would have thought that you would
be flooded with comments. Not so.
Interestingly, there also seems to have
been no response from the Seciety’s
Clean Up Glebe Project Team,
whose brief, I believe, covers graffiti.
Does this mean we are learning to
live with it? Or is the Great
Australian Apathy alive and well in
Glebe.

Mzs.Fovthis® story was a poignant
piece and showed us that self-styled
graffiti artists are human, as is shown
by their camaraderie with the late
Reg Mavin, yet they show no similar
concern for the property they deface,
nor the cost to Council and
ratepayers, such as his mother. Ms.
Fovthis also commented that perhaps
this graffiti stage was a passing phase
in her son’s life. This may be so, but
if every teenager in Glebe goes
through this same stage, then we will
never see a reduction in the level of
graffiti in our community.

Yours truly,
Ms N.O. Moore

CONGRATULATIONS!
LUCY and HILLIER

The Society’s St.
Scholastica’s College
Modemn History
Prize 1999 was
awarded o Year 12
student Lucy
Warchirs Smith for both 3 unit and 2
unit Modern History.

The Seciety’s Glebe High School
History Prize was awarded to Year
12 student Hillier Mackell.

The inaugural Hoddinott Poetry
Prize will be awarded to a Glebe
High student this year.

Both of Glebe’s s secondary school
students fared well in the 1999 HSC
examination; the Glebe Primary
School was also very proud of the
results their students achieved in the
Maths Competition run by the
University of NSW, where students
were awarded two distinctions and
four credits.
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!

St Helen's
Community Cenire

184 Glebe Point
Road

The Victorian Italianate style house,
‘St. Helen’s’, at 184 Glebe Point
Road, has recently been completely
refurbished for use by Leichhardt
Council as St. Helen’s Community
Centre. Judy Wingfield, Council’s
Project Officer for this work,
advised that all services, which will
be predominantly for older or
disabled people, will be in full
operation by the end of February.
A very large amount of money has
been spent on restoration and
renovation, including almost
$500,000 from HACC {Home and
Community Care, which is run by
the State Government’s Department
of Ageing and Disability); Council
has contributed substantially from
funds from its 594 Community
Services Plan.

The front section of the house (“St.
Helen’s”), was built in 1902, the
back section was built in the 1950s.
The new paintwork is based on
colour scrapings of the original
colour scheme of the house. Plans
are to make the garden part of
parkland for public use.

The Centre co-ordinator is Paul
Carson, who has been LMC Aged
and Foed Services Co-ordinator for
many years. Council services which
will operate from the Centre
include: home maintenance; meals
on wheels; daily centre-based meals
for aged or disabled people; and a
daily activities programme. The
Leichhardt Council community bus
will also be based there.

Council has let space in St. Helen’s
to four tenants, the Physical
Disability Council of NSW,
Recreation and Peer Support (for
young people with disabilities);
Community Transport, and 2RPH
- Radio for the Print Handicapped.
The Mayor of Leichhardt will
officially open the St. Helen’s
Community Centre on 29 March
2000,
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Inner West Light Rail Progress

Construction is now 20% complere
and on target for the first test trams
to run in July. Weed removal is
complete and the old asbestos cable
conduits have also been removed.
The second platform at Wentwarth
Park is nearly finished and work in
earnest is about to start on the Glebe
platforms.

Fare structures are still being finalised
and at this stage there will nor be a
ticket sharing procedure. Noise and
vibration compliance testing will be
carried out as part of the
commissioning of the project.

PARKING

Leichhardt Council is advancing the
design of the base line parking
surveys and has given an assurance
that it is amenable to further
meetings after the rail is opened o
discuss patking issues. Parking
problems adjacent to the stations is
clearly a major concern for many.
The prerogative of residents to annex
public streets for their own parking
can best be resolved by local area
parking permit schemes and this will
be the probable solution to any
problems. However the approach is
to wait and see whar happens.

LANDSCAPING

Landscaper Biodesign’s brief is limited
to the soft (non structural) areas
around the platforms and within the
rail reserve only. The general design
principles have an emphasis on
promoting local species, increasing
local biodiversity and low
maintenance. Impact on water
quality and providing a habitat for
local fauna are also high on the list.
Attention will be given to security
issues.

Their design is for a structured
landscape rather than an ad hoc bush
landscape — sketches can be made
available to interested parties.
Biodesign is working with the Rozelle
Community Nursery for availability
of local species and plant stocks.
There is an intention to ‘brand’ the
Glebe station with either black
wattles or perhaps paper bark trees.
Feedback was asked for.

COMMUNITY INPUT

It is intended that each station should
have a shelter at the adjacent roadway
where people may wait to be picked
up. There was some concern that
these shelters might ateract
undesirables and the siting of these is
to be further discussed with residents.

The access to the proposed Jubilee
station has been relocated following
input from adjoining residents.

There is concern about an incident of
trespassers entering the tunnel, and
the consortium will tighten site
security,

The Department of Transport is the
custodian of the rail reserve and
appears receptive to community
input as to what to do with some
small parts of the reserve that will not
be required for the rail. People with
ideas to offer should contact Trevor
Townson at the Department of
Transport {phone 9268. 2800) or
myself.

The input of residents is resulting in
several small but nonetheless
significant and worthwhile
refinements to the scheme. Everyone
is welcome to attend meetings ~

the next is scheduled for 6:30 pm,

2 March 1999 at Benledi.

Steve Stewart

NEWS FROM ST. JOHN'S

welcome.

We welcome the Rev Martin Hunnybun, who has been appointed
Rector of St Johns and will commence duties after a service of
induction on Thursday 13 April, 2000 commencing at 8pm. All are

St. John's Youth Worker, Andrew Talbot, works extensively in the
local Glebe Schools and the community, including youth groups for
various ages on Friday afternoons. For further details ring 9660. 1818.

Notes
from the
Management
Committee
meeting held
9 February

WELCOME

Society members Duncan Ball and
Bob Day attended the February
meeting t0 PUrsue cOncerns
regarding trolley pollution and
traffic respectively. Any member is
welcome to attend Management
Comumittee meetings.

NEW FOOTPATHS

Council is to be congratulated on
its renewal and remediation of
several stretches of footpath in
Glebe Point Road. Itis
understood that Council is aware
of persistent poplar shoots affecting
the new work and has the matter in
hand.

THE BROADWAY CENTRE

The Management Committee
plans to invite representatives of
the Walker Corporation to its April
meeting to discuss concerns about
a number of issues including trolley
pollution, noise and traffic. More

details in the next Bulletin,
WAR MEMORIAL

The Memorial that stands in Feley
Park has been vandalised again.
Repairs are under way. If you have
any suggestions on how to make
the memorial vandal-proof, we
would like to hear from you.

LITTER

Litter, particularly in Glebe Point
Road, is an on-going problem.

The State Government has recently
announced tougher penalties for
littering, Further information
about the proposal is being sought
from the relevant department.
Vice-President Jenna Reed Burns is
also reviewing Hurstville Council’s
initiatives on littering [see Clean
Up Glebe reporr, p3].

February/March 2000
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At the Giebe Library Il' |
Art Exhibition -~

INTO THE NEW AGE: Reflections on a life of living

20 March-14 April

An exhibifion of 30 art works In various formats by octagenarian

Dr Laslie V Barnet

Works will be for sale and range in price from 355 -§195, with a

percentage of the profiis donated to the library.
Refreshments will be served. Gold coin donation.

Officlal Opening, Monday 27 March from 6.30 p.m.

Richard Zimler Lunch time talk
2 March at 1.00 pm

Author Richard Zimlet Is an American expatriate who lives in
Porto, Portugal. His first novel, The Last Kabbailst of Lisbon was

an international best seller. His latest work is The Angelic
Darkness,

RSVP {0 Margaret Whiltaker 9367. 9262 for both events

Internet training for beginners
Every Monday at 12 midday

The one hour course covers the basics 1o get you staited on
the Internet. $15/session - maximum of three people In a class,

To book call 9367. 9262

WALK AGAINST WANT
We'Re ON THE Map |

Community Aid Abroad (CAA) is an
Australian subsidiary of Oxfam,
founded in 1942 as a committee for
famine relief. It has since expanded
its activities to include more general
assistance to disadvantaged
communities to help them help
themselves.

CAA organises Walk Against Want all
over Australia every year to raise
funds. Idon’t know what we've done
to deserve the honour, but this year’s
Sydney walk will start at 10 am on
Sunday 19 March from Victoria Park,
go past the Great Hall of the
University of Sydney, over the
footbridge and through Glebe.

If you wish to participate you can
obtain a sponsor book by ringing
1800 034 034. Ihope to see some of
you on the day.

Jan Edwards

GLEBE PRECINCT MEETINGS

Precinct 12 - Forest Lodge:
Contact - Anthony Nicholson: 9660. 4393

‘ Precinct 13 - Glebe Point:
Contact - Christine Newton: 9660. 8349

Combined Meeting Precincts 12 and 13
Toxteth Hotel Meeting Room
1st Wednesday each month - 7.00 pm

Precinct 14 - Glebe:

Contact: Peter Wright: 9566.2018
Last Monday each month
Mitchell St Community Hall —7.30 pm
(just off Glebe Point Road)
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Friends of Benledi and Glebe Library
invite you to a talk on -

Three Periods of Music

7.30 pm at Benledi
Monday 13 March

Judith Loughlin, Glebe resident
and lecturer in music at Wesley
Seniors’ College will talk about
the three periods of music - the
baroque, the classic and the
romantic.

Light refreshments will be
served. All welcome. Cost: $5.

The next issue of the Bulletin will be produced by Cynthia
Jones, and copy can be sent to her at 152 Bridge Road, or
<cynthiajones@ozemail.com.au>

OOPRS!

In an article about Glebe's street trees in Bulletin
10/99, we paraphrased a comment which we
wrongly attributed to Scarlett O'Hara, It was,
of course, Rhett Butler who said “Frankly, my
dear, I don't give a damn!” [Ed.]

For Your Diary ...

Thursday 2 March
Thursday 2 March
Sunday 5 March
Wednesday 8 March
Monday 13 March
Sunday 19 March
19 - 26 March

Wednesday 22 March
Monday 27 March
Wednesday 29 March

[ADVANCE NOTICE |

1-9 April

Sunday 16 April

We are glad to publish

letters or articles:

on any matters of
interest to Glebe

on any topic raised
in the Bulletin, or

on any issues
relating to The
Glebe Society.

Lunch hour talk by author Richard Zimler

1 pm at Glebe Library, see Notice Board

Light Rail Consultative Committee meeting

6.30 at Benledi - all interested parties welcome, see p11.
Clean up Australia Day 10 - 2 pm, see p3
Management Committee meeting

7.30 pm Toxteth Hotel Meeting Room - all welcome
Three Periods of Music - talk by Judith Loughlin

7.30 pm at Benledi - see Notice Board

‘Walk Against Want - see Notice Board

Seniors’ Weel: ‘A New Age’ - events/displays at Glebe Library
Glebe High School Open Night

5.30 - 7pm starting in the Library - all welcome
Official Opening ‘Into the New Age’ Art Exhibition
6.30 pm at Glebe Library, sce Notice Board

St. Helen's Community Centre Grand Opening

11 - 2.30pm 184 Glebe Point Road, see p10

National Trust Heritage Festival - details p9
Innominata Choir performance
3.00pm St. Scholastica’s Chapel - details in next Bulletin

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
President

Vice-President
Immediate Past President

Bruce Davis
Jennifer Reed Burns
Russell Stewart

Secretary Liz Simpson-Booker
Treasurer Alan Hune
Committee Members:

Martanne von Knobelsdorff 9692. 0916
Andrew Craig 9566. 1746 Ian Edwards (bh)
Cynthia Jones 9660. 2451 Ted McKeown

SUB-COMMITTEE CONVENORS

BAYS AND FORESHORES Collin Hills
ENVIRONMENT Christine Whittemore
o e ~ including Noise Pollution Andrew Craig
All correspondence should | FRROGs Roberta Johnston
b dd d to: PLANNING Neil Macindoe
€ addaressed To: TRANSPORT AND TRAFFIC Jeanette Knox
The Glebe Socie .I_Y Ine — including Light Rail Steve Stewart
Box 100 PO’ PROJECT TEAMS
Centenary of Federation Liz Simpson-Booker
Glebe 2037 Clean Up Glebe Jennifer Reed Burns
Conserving Glebe Herirage Christine Whittemore
Foreshore Walk and Cycle Way Judy Vergison
DISCLA New Initiatives Ilze Frank
SCLAIMER CONTACTS
Views expressed in this Archivist Lyn Milton
Bulletin are not Historian Max Solling
X Membership List Joha Sleeman
necessarily those of Bulletin Editor Bobbie Burke
The Glebe Society Inc. Assistant Editor
and New Members Contact Cynthia Jones

The Glebe Society Inc

9660. 7873
9692. 9369
9660, 8324
9518. 6186
9669. 2407

9660. 3240
9660. 3917

All convenors are ex officio members of the Management Committee

9660. 8608
9660. 7969
9566. 1746
9552. 3248
9660. 0208
9660. 7781
9660. 5845

9518. 6186
9692. 9369
9660, 7969
9692. 9200
9571. 8495

9660. 7930
9660. 1160
9692. 9507
9692. 0343

9660. 2451
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