THE GLEBE SOCIETY BULLETIN

Box 100, Glebe 2037

4/1980

"SPORTING HEROES OF GLERE, 1880 . 1970%

Max Solling, the Scciety's erudite and entertaining

local historian, has agreed to present a snappy
talk and slide show on the subject of Glebe's
sporismen and sporiawomen over the last 100 or so
years, There will be a buffet dinner at the Glebs
Rowing Club, Ferry hoad, on Monday, 26th May at

7 pem. The price will be adbout 55.00, this to
include food and drinks (wine, beer or soft drink),

We particularly invite new members to attend this
function. You will be well entertained by Max's
knowledgeable and witty presentation, while gaining
some new information about a relatively unknown
but interesting aspeect of omr suburb's colourful
history. The slides, Max assures us, are of a high
quality and will show some many interesting histor-
ical memorablia,

Bookings must be received by Wednesday, 2ist Ma; ,
with confirmations %o Jeanette Knox {660~7881)

or David Reeve {660-2207}. Accurate numbers are
required for catering. It may be necessary to
refuse those who have not booked, just as it is
expected that, once booked by 2lst May, the ticket
{or tickets) will ve paid for, and collected,

BOCKS POR BALE

Ian Bvans*® “Restoring 014 Houses® g356.95

Bernard Smith's "The Architectural
Character of Glebe" #8.00

Orders to Jobn Hoddinott, 692-0071,
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% ¥e are the boys of the G.R.C,
[ We swim every day, down in

' Blackwattle Bay, ’

&nd we don' give a cuss i
- for the sharks.
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WHAT THE COMMITTEE DID.,

l. The possibility of a Glebe Fair, along the
lines of the Queen Street Fair in Woollahra iz dim-
inishing, for this year at least, John Hoddinott
spoke to the §.3.F.'s founder, Leo Schofield, who
gxplained the current system., It has grown to such
an extent that the organisation is beyond the scope
of an amateur group. A part-time salaried employee
ig now needed. The Glebe Society does not have
this capacity.

2, The Combined Residents! Associations helid a
meeting in early April and a concerted effori is
planmed on the issuss of traffic {and associated
problems ), lack of parks and the Town Pian. (See
Tony Larikum's report).

3. The Spciety is trying to discover the criteria
for traffic {i.e. load) limita in streets, and %o

- whom to report violations, Members will be kepi

informed of developments,

4, Leichhardt Council has approved the grandsitand
for Wentworth Park., This seems to be a gross
Yicolation of the trusteeship of a public area

which the Society believes was left to the public
"in perpetuity”. However, it will de a difficuli
fight to have the decision reversed, We will bhattle
ond

5. The Society understands that some of the former
expressway-affected houses will be sold sconi these
are in the ares around "Lyndhurst"., This is to be
investigated, to ensure that the public have a
chance to be involved.

Join Hoddinobh
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SOCIAL ACTIVETTIES

The Glebe Scoiely is above all a residents! zciion
group, tut it also holds & range of socisl activie
ties. 1% is semetipes not clear what the porposss
of these activities are, Inguirers from outside
often sssume that the Society is basically a histor-
ical association, and some members fesl that the
soolal activities obscure the vesl, activist rols
of the seelsty, that the sffort put into organising
gsach aokivities is misdirvested, The opinden is
sometimes sxpress that tea pariies, garden shows

i 5 E ive cubatanes o ihe charges

ary Plehe Polot, essentially

#iitist and hopelessly trivisl,

.,§

It is gertainly true that few of the Socistyis
social activitdss appeal to the Glebe egiate
sommnity, the student community, the seversl
mligrant commmities end the whels range of single,
lenely peopls living in rether wnplessant boarding
Haw menbers often wonder what 'the Mondsy
" dis, whether or act to tvy one of the coffes

fered in the YFor youwr Daay' solunn. Un
% cipar hend, the orgerissrs of scodsl scitlvitios
; wonse e thelr proposals, and
bave Lo ring up old feithivis to brow-beabt them
ints atterdance, Few of the major events {such as
the Xmos and Birthday Partles) ever have more thao
70 people attending - a bit wore than 107 of the
rembership. .

One problem is that it iz haxd to envissge what
sorts of activities would interest the various
communities living in Glebe, sven though the Society
often talks of the fsocial mix' of Glebe as being
an essential pexri of CGlebe's character. & lot of
thought has gone into ways of linking the Society
and the Glebe Bstalte but 1ittle has come out of it,
The 'Rites of Sprimg® in November, 1378, organised
for Blackwattle Bay Park, largely by Rric Gldne
and the Festival of English incient Rites {(FHAR),
attracted mndred of psople on a rainy night,
suggesting that really popular activities are
possible. Another problem is that most members of
the Sceiety are very busy, ocoupled with work and
a4 range of other interests. While they are happy.
to support the Scciety by iaking out membsrship,
they have few nights free, and are inclined to see
attendance at Glebe Scciety functions as a duty
rather than a pleasurse, 4hy then bother with
nistory walks and concerts?

As a rather reluctant helping hand with a ruober of
soclal activities, I see several reasons for such
functions, Some of them are direscily related to
the Society's objectives, History sctivities and
gardening interests provide an appraciation of the
special character of Glebe and fit in with the
concern 'ito preserve the unigue historie and
architectural environmeni? and to ‘sncourage more
varks, trees and gardens! - as gzelt cut in the
ains of the Soccisty. The activitics at Blackwattle
Bay Park were fun anyway, but alsoc helped o make
the point that people like parks i are prepared
to use them.

o

Secondly, most of the *real’ work of the Society
iz carried oub by the Hanagement Commities and

the convenors of subcommitiess - writing letters

to Council and to ministers, drafting reporis and
recopmnendations, planning doorknocks and petiiions,
consulting other organisations. Few people relish
the monthly round of weetings and i% is often bard

to £ill all the positions, Thus much of the major
work iz done behind the doors of such meetings,
with the results being mainly reporbted through the
Fulletin, There are nolt many opportuniiies for the
Commitiee to disenss their plans directly with mem-
hers, hor for nembers o express their opinions to
the Committee (although the phong mumbers of comm-
ittee members are published in the Bulletin, and
any resident iz inviied to ring). Several of the
funetions provide opportumities for chats with the
comaittee members and for a relaxed way of heaving
opinions and sugrestions. The Xmas and bivthday
parties are roughly six monthe apart, while the
monthly coffee mornings and drinks at the Howing
(luh  are intended %o be & chance for members %o
ralse izsvss, &8 well as Delng pleasant soclal
poeagsions. Commitiee pembers are always presat.

Thirdly, in any one year, a iot of ocur members are
nev. The membership of the Socleldy has been in-
sreasing rather quieckly lately, but even in years
wien tha total pemained stetieo, that foial msant
thet about 10% of the mewbers had lafi Gleve but
had peen replaced by new members. The range of
social activitiss Js seen as providing opperlumritiss
for new msmbers to take a more active rels in
Sociaty activitles, if they want to. Also, at
least once & vear, a weloome to new mewbers is
held, often in conjuuction wiih & coffee movning
or one of the regular partiss.. Special letters
are sent to Yas new members, inviting them o
attend, with no chavge Lf 1% 1s & Humetion that
neads poyment. A& fair bit of Sociely Tunds has
besn sxpended on sush free invitstions in the
naat, even theugh the basic policy ou scedal soble
witles is that thoy should break sven. This ssems
to hawe been s sensibls move, a8 such functions
nave baen wseful ways of dyawing people into &
mors aobive role dn the Society.

Mnally, the Glebe Soclety bries to act as an
umbrella orgenisation over a range of activities.
If Glebe residents or Society members want 1o have
a tenmis club, play reading, craft workshop,
theatre party or bridge night, the Society is

happy to bhelp. Wiy not? The Bociety, in its

hasic aims, wants Yio promote the general well-
heing of the residente and ensure that the CGlebe
remains a pleasant place %o live®. The Socieby

can provide free advertising through the Bulletin,
can halp with crganisation and can often provide

a bit of money for basic needs. The Society lmows
who to contact on the Council if that is needed, on
can help ocub with coniacts with other organisations
- the Society gets a lot of correspondence from
other orgenisations keen to recrmit people.

Freguent activities =

a. Coffes mornings 1 Were started In 1971 and
nave continued regularly for 9 years. They are
usually held on the first Saturday or Sunday of
each menth, from 10,30 a.m. to 12,30, in one of
the members' homes. Arrangements are made ag
simple ms possible, both for the host mewbers and
those attending. One of the Society's members
acts as organiser and takes all the necessary
equipment wound to the house. The hosts have only
+0 supply the venue and the hot water,

The original idea was fo provide an informal,
friendly place %o drop in after Saturdsy morninog
shopping, and & chance fo meet some people in the
iocal commmmity. In mid-1978 one member held a
wine, coffee end crafl meeting on Sundey morning,
whieh was so suoccessivil, that we now have several




on Sunday each year. Everyone is welcome %o drop
in, without any prior notice, and to meet other
Society wmembers. There iz a small charme (50c - #1,
depending on whether coffes, or coffee and wine, is
served ), Anyone willing fo iend thelr house for
the morning can ring Nan daberford on £60-6906,

b, Dminke at the Rowing Club t+ The Bowing Club, a%
the end of Ferry Hoad, has very pleasant views over
the Bay, especially at sunset. The Seciety had not
really been aware of the atiractions of the Club
until a successful welcome to new members there in
1977. Tvom May 1978, we siarted a monthly meeting
for a social drink and for members t0 meet the
Committes, to raise any complaints and issues,.

Thege are held on Monday evenings, as these do no
interfere with the Club's own activities, ‘The
Scciety and the Club are on good terms, particularly
as our historiasn Max Solling is working on a history
on sport in Glebe, started as part of the Club's
centenary celebrations, Anyone can attend = you are
signed ir by a Committee member and you pay for

your own drinks. It is also possible to becone a
gocial member of the Ciud s¢ as o gain vegular
aeceas to its facilities. It is one of the few
vlaces which gives a fine appreciation of Glebs as

g forashore suburb.

“e The Monday Group :  fsusily meeis on the second
Monday afternoon of each month for %ea and discusge
ion, at 2.%0 p.m. in the homes of members. It
hegan meeting in 1974 as the 'Crochet Group® and

has been invelved in communiby welfare, particularly
in making vlankets for Hlsie, It has widened its
original interest in craftz into becoming also a
discussion growp, and a group which makes outings

$o exbibitione and garden displays., It is open Ho
any member of the Society ~ any enguirdes to

660-3694.

4, Hisfory : History sciivities have been ruxm
for years through the offorts and enevgy of Max
Solling, vhose knovledge of Glebe hiztory is
exhaustive, His two major current projects are

the history of spor? which is neovw npearing completion,

znd hiz plans for an oral history of Glebe hetween
the wars, Anyone wishing to be involved in the
latter can ring Hex on 660-1160, The more social
side of the history interests has heen made up of
Max's most successinl talks at AGMs, the history
walks he has organised, and the two lecture series
on local hisfory held in June-July, 1977 and 1979.

e, Gardenins ¢ Gardening activities were run
guccessfully by Theo Ahlaton wntil sarly 1977, since
which fime he has continumed %o keep us in touch
with the Garden Glub of Australia and other garden-
ing activities., Displays, visits and slide nights
have been organised in the pasi. After a lull of
three yeazs, things are locking brighter since Jan
and Heil MacIndoe have offered to resctivate the
Gardening Subcommittee. Anyone interested can ring
them on 660~0808,

f. Other activities : Many other activities have
been tried, some of them fzirly regular, others
petering out quickly. Theatre pariies, play read«
ings, and the anmual oricket zrudge metch with
Balmain meintain & fitful exdistence, while the

wine bottlings are a regular success. The formerly
anmal ferry trip has become too expensive. Two
concerts orgenised by Heather Skewart (Cerald
Hendrie and George Dreyfus) were much enjoyed. But
proposals for a cycling group, bridge playing and a
ternis group didntt get off the ground. The bi-
anmzal house and garden inspection (next due in
1981) has alwzys been a major success.

My own feeling is that a residents action group can
get along without the social activities if need bve,
but that they have played a very useful role kesp~
ing the Saciety together in the past. lew members
are urged to drop into any of these sobivitias to
et to xnow the other members, to offer or %o get
advice. And if anyome wants to start another

activity, one-off or regular, the Scciety is very
nappy 10 act as & sponsor - just ring one of the
cormmittee members,

Dayid Jeeve

GHOUND COVER

Way do people think they must have a lawn? An
atavistic longing for that ‘green and pleasant
land', perhaps? Or just another failure to adapt
to present clrcumstances,

Even in our loner olty suburbs 1t seems a gurden
is not the real thing without grass.

Certainly, a pocked of green is cool and scothing
to the eyve, and a good foil for colourful flowers,
ut it doesn®t have to be made of grass. The fine
gragses such as bent, used for lawns in the cool
moigt climate of the old countries, canmot withe
stand heat and dryness so that poarser, Tougher
grassas, such as couch and buffalo are used. Thess
are invasive and too vigorous., How often do we see
ugly trails of these creepers peneirating shrubs
and hedges, hanging through fences and protrading
aoross pathways.

Some gardeners persist with fine grasses, believing
that all they have %o do to have a niss lawn iz to
water, Frequently, in my walks arcund Gilebe Point,
T see a small borrent of Australia®s wost precicus
comuodity rushlng acrosc the footpath froem o 1i%tie
front-garden whers the sprinkler is golng full
biast, leaching the mutrients fzom & zad sodden
aoil which Jjust manages to support & few sickly
blades of grass,

When we moved to Glebe, five years ago, we left the
lawn-~mower. behind., No, we didn®™ blanket fronmt and
back yards with oconcreie - a sign of defsct or
laziness or lack of imagination, wahappily oo
often seen. 7There are other ways of pleasantly
covering the ground, either with living plants or
inenimate materials, which effectively reduce
maintenance.

Between the house and the caxport, we found matural
rock oukeropping. We seraped away the eoil to ex~
pose bwo rock ledges, and extended this area by
laying gravel interspersed with sandstone slabs,
The secret of success when nsing gravel is pot to
put black poiythene wundermeath, but firstly, %o
remove all weede, then make a thick layer of gravel
{about 3 =~ 4 ins.) which will inhihit further weed
growth, without intsrference with drainsge,

The wmain part of the garden was .
planted with trees and shrubs and the soil coversd
with pine-bark - again, a geood thick layer which
not only deters weeds but acts as & mulch, i.e.
prevents drying-out and therefore less watering
is requirved.

Now that things have grown and stablilized, all
fallen leaves are allowed to iie in the gaxden -
thoge tidied up from gravel and verandsh asre added
4o make a continuous natural mulceh, Stepping-siones
of sawn tree-trunks; or weathered stone set in the
mileh make attractive pathe through the garden.

Hext time, I ghall describe sultable plants for
living grownd-cover,

Saily Nelsem




LYELEIRST CLEAT-UY For your dia ry

Mz, Clive Luecas, the Avchitect in charge of the

restoration of "Lyndhuret” has asked the Society +o Sunday, 11th May, 11 a.m.

eonduet another working-bee at Lymdlurst, with the

aim of clearing ancther csllar TO0M. Coffee Morning at Kio Jennings, 43 Avona Avenue.
The lasi bee saw a complete cellar roem emptied of Hopday Group, Monday, 12th May

rubbish and the flageing stones exposed. The work

is quite strerwous, but very fulfilling, We would Propose to visit a Fiora} Art Workshop at the
like about %we dozen willing hands. "The equipment fnvironment Centre, 399 Fitt 5t., Sydney -
needed is : gloves, buckets and spades {(as meny as for final delails ring 66035694,

possible), strong shoes or hoots, .
They enjoyed a very pleasant ouling to Swain's

Last time I had to »ing to gather the numbers, and Nursery at Dural, thanks to¢ Sally Nelson and

we gathered about 20 peopls. But to save my time Veelta Rose.

and telephone Bill, please ring me this time. 1

am sure that we can gather 5% of our membership for

guch an event, PLEASE support the Scciety's efforts

on behalfl of the Heritage Council's plan to resiore

Lyndhurst to its full glory. Clebe needs a Tgrand

nouse” and you can play a part in this aim,

Sunday, 27th April - Blackwattle Park Working Bee
and Barbecus

In spite of the dry westher a goed proporition of
the trees and shrubs planted beside Blackwatile

¥ ived.
The time is 10 a.m. o 1 p.m., Sunday, 4th May. Bay bave surviv
Ring me at £692-0071 if you are able to help on

Bri 4o0ls (digging and cutting) and a
this Sunday morning. Bring some tools tdigging

modicum of eneyrgy to the waterfront between 1l a.m.
and 1 p.m. and then stay on for a barbecue lunch.
We'll have a fire under the barbecus piate for you

Jdonn Hoddinoht to sizzle your steak and sausages.

WIKE BOTTLING - Mendayv, 32 ¥ay, 6 p.m.
A suocessful wine bobtling was held on the 29tn Zrinks ot the Nouing Club, This is ﬁipﬁiéiiﬂee
Mareh with a %otal of 550 hotiles of med and white, for new members to meet the Manageme .
being filled. Thers ars s few bottles of Saltram®s ' ]
red wine remaining which are available at 1,00 a Thupsday, 29th May - The Garden Club of Australia

bottle, Ring Tony Lerkum, &60-T030,

A harbour cruise has been arranged, leaving'No. 2
Jetty, Cireular Gnay, at 10 a.m, and returning at

Y o o s £y i i will be made @
SOINT LETC RESLLEW TON O MERTTRG., 2 p.m. A& atop for a plonic lunch b
TEIARDT EHT_ACTION GROUPS MERTTNG boomts . Tickets #3 be obtained by
Members of the Glebe, Annandale and Leichhardt ringing 660.1083,

#ssociations met on lat April to discuss matters of
mitual intevest., The main points on the agenda

WETB i Saturday, 17th Ma - % = 7 pom. dJack Glatzer
1. The Town Plan and the operation of I.D.0.27. A Boires ~ at Mark Higgins® Showrcom, T2 Glebe

Point Road, - Phone = 6601969,
2, The alienation of public parks in the

Municipality. A specizl oppoztunit¥ f9r.Glebe res%dents te ?ear
this Intermational Violinist, who will be performe-
3. The unacceptably high traffic flow in ing for ene week only at the Sydney Opera House and
many streets in the Munieipality. other musical centres,
Useful discussions were held on all these points A special recital of unigue Virt“?s9 ViOligTEZSter—
and 1t was decided to meke several approaches to works - Bach, Locatelll and Paganini on a
Coumeil and State Ministers. However, Dany import- Guarnerius del Jesu.
ant decisions were held over o the next meeting .
which will be held at 8 p.m. on 29th April, at the Tickets on sale at door ~ E5 “ld?lnkﬁ served, oi_
Balmain Watch House., All are welcome., phone Heather Stewsrt for enquiries and reservations
§60-0847.
Tony Larkum B35aY COMPETITION
We are offering a prize for The Best Writien
MANAGEMENT COMUITTRR Anecdote on Glebe's Pagi,

. o The seript should not exceed 150 words and should
Pﬁiﬁ:ﬁ:'%m Pros Z;g g;ﬁg’im 223‘%%2 be sent to the Editor, at 14 Toxteth Road, not
Senior Vice President: Peter Stanbury 660 1848 tater than Llth July, 1980.
gunigzaV1?e Fresident: gizgdﬁizgziott ggg gg?; Prize = Cholce of either book -~ Ian Svans!

Tec ry: Mike Reynolds £32 0790 "Restoring 01d Houses"; or Bernard Smith's "The
Cz;;:zz::: Betiy wzgght 860 1875 Architectural character of Glehe®.
Bill ¥elson 660 0038 . . ) s
- 5 7 itk a
Rosemary Wilkinson {:iizsLarii;chlilng, Tony Larkum, Mike Reynolds,
650 4531 ) *
Kemp Fowler 6£0 5258 . R . P "
Jotm Buckingham 660 7780 §2§e¥;§nﬁzeiiigezio;zgiiil be read at the Anmual
Paul Coupe 692 0716 FEL . .

Editor - Bulletin Morlyn Larcombe 660 0491




