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Entering the '80s

4s we enter the '80s, it is an appropriate time
to look back into the pasi eleven years of the
Glebe Society and forward into the fubure,

Many factors have changed since the Glebe Bociety
was born in 1969 - the early days have been covered
in some detail by Max Solling - Bullebin No, 9,
1979. As the '60s came to a close, cities all over
the world were still in the rampant phase of cen-
trifugal expansion with immer cily areas largely
neglected except at the hands of developers and
expressway designers, ‘“Environmental protection®
was unheard of in this area,

Nevertheless, a few individuals in Sydney, ahead
of their time, were willing to do battle, The
result was the formation of the Paddington Soeiety,
The Glebe Soclety, the Balmain Association and
subseguently other action groups.

Looking through the Glebe Scciety Bulletin since
the firet two-page spread in July, 1969, is %o
glimpse a most dramstic change in life-styles and
attifudes in the imner city.

fadial Bxpressways

Ro, 2/1971 ~ "Mhe Glebe Society objects to the
routing of major expressways through The Glebe,

We object Decause these expressways will destroy
The Glebe as & suburb and are not in the best
long-range interests of Sydney,

The expressways would desiroy one-gixth of a
suburb expressing the history and character of
Sydney, probably more so in its small ares than

any other area in Sydney, %o take the motor car -
WHETeTs s nsuaaa™ )

(Letter by Prof. Bernard Smith
to P.M. Morton, Minister for Highways}

Prom 1970 to 1974 the Bulletins are crammed with
anti-expressway articles culminating in the grest
Fig Street demonstrations in 1974/75. Our voice
was heard. In 1975 Neville Wran attended an antie
expressway rally in Glebe Jubilee Park and promised
that if elected his government would review the
radial expressway policy - the mest.is history -
{and so too, probably, is the motor car),

blic Transvort

Although the "Open ERoad" may bleat on about the
tgreat benefits* of imner«city expresswaya, it is
now widely acdepted that much public money must be
spent on public transport systeme, The Glebe
Seciety anticipated this trend by producing its
Monograph N¥o. 2 "A North Western Rallway" writien
by John Gerofi and Jim Coombs in 1974. Iater, in
July, 1976, the Society organised "The Great Train
Ride" from Redfern, through Daxrling Harbour,
Wentworth Park, Federsl Park visduct, Lilyfleld,
Leichhardt and on o Dulwich Hill.

Houses vermps flata
¥

"Sydney will remember the 1970%s as the decade we
used up all the grass, Private homes oncs provided
roasonable areas of grass but ocur tendency is to
tear down these homes, build units and put cement
drives where lawne used to be",

Albert Mispel & Peter Pockley
Bulletin No. 4/1972

4 iocal point of early resistance was "Lyndhurst®
vhich was due to be demolished in the face of the
Borth-Western Expressway, Remember the Green Bans?
In 1974 The Glebe Society persuaded the Builders
ILabourers Federation (N.3.W.) to place a Green Ban
on lyndhurst, This saved the day, Heville Wran
gave an undertaking soon after that a State Iabour
Government would preserve Lyndhurst.

Town Plans and Urban Living

Some good things happened during the "70s. The
independent and progressive Council from 19711974
regtricted home~-unit development to two flocra, In
1974 Federal Labour Government purchased the (lebe
Bstate from the Anglican Synod of the Church of
England,

In 1975 The Naticonal Prust classified Glebe, along
with Paddington and Hunters Hill, as a *'Conservation
Arvea’,

As we all know this progressive pericd was reversed
iast year by the unfolding of the new "Town Plan"

in which the whole of Glebe is classified as 2b{4)
#see article in this lssue by John Hoddinott).
However, there is hope that the massive opposition
corganised by the Glebe Society and other action
groups in the Mumicipality will result in the Plan
being amended by the Planning and Environment
Commission, Also the new Eeritage Commission has
been given strong powers to proitect worthwhile old
buildings, In 1979 The Glebe Society was suecessful
under this new legislation in having an interim pre-
servation order placed on the University Hotel at the
corner of Glebe Point Koad and Parramatta Road,




Znvivonment and Pollution

The '70z was surely the decade of %he enviromnmental
rvevolution, To many residents of Glebe this may have
passad by wmoticed. The State Pollution Contrel
Commission was formed in 1972 at the same time as
the 'Clean Waters' and 'Clean Afrt Acis were brought
in. These have been followed by the Snvirommental
impact Assessment regulations, noilse and emission
controls and the Noisme Abatement Act., While much of
this legislation is new and lacks biite at the moment
it only needs action from watehdog groups like the
Giebe Society to make environmenital control a
reality at last.

Fhe Pubure

¥any of the older issues have disappsared but
several notable problems remain - parks {especially
around the waterfront), a rational town plan, pollu~
tion in many forme {air, water, noise fyrom traffic
and aireraft, visual) and & better public transport
system, including the use of the railway through
Glebe for passengers.. Added to this, the Secisty
must face the inevitable relurn of people to the
inner city and a higher population density. The
increase In density can either be done piecemeal

by profiteering developers or it can come about by
rationsl town plamning which considers all the needs
of an area and develops accordingly. The Glebe
Estate is a very good example of the latter., It
will be a major task for the Glebe Society in the
'80s to make sure that the latter course is taken,

Tony Larkum

WHAT THEEY DID

The Management Committee met on the %th December
and Tth January. The matters discussed includediw

1, _Plaonine Sob Commitiee., Following the resigw
ration of Alan Robertson as convenor of this impore
dant sub-committee, Tony Larkim and John Hoddinott
are jo take over the more important aspects il a
new convenor can be found,

2. Blackwattle Bay Park. The gquestion of who has
the title to the land designated azs a paxrk was
raised., Lebtters to be sent to Leichhardt Council
and the P.R.C. concerning this.

3. Sieeteilyt's Site Tssue, Council has leased

this site to 5.G.B. Scaffolding Co. for three years.
‘The Scciety's protest organised by John Buckingham
resuited in - 27 letters to the Minister for
Planning and Fnvivonment, Mr. landa, 26 letters %o
the Mayor, Mr. Rodwell, and 88 signatories to the
petition,

4. Subseriptions. It was resclved to change the
subscripbion date to June sach year instead of both
June and December. Those who previously had their
subgeriptions fail due in December will be given a
period of grace until next June,

5. Wentworth Park Grandstand., A letter is to be
sent to the Minister concerned, Mr, Crabtree, seek-
ing an interview to discuss ihe managemeni of the
park. Faul Coup, Bill Felson and John Heddinott
are to organise further aetion,

6, Glebe Fair., The idea of & Glebe Fair similar
to the Queen 5%, Fair has been put forward by
Peter Stanburxy, This could be held in Mount
Yernon 8t and The Glebe Town Hall, Further dis-
cussions to be held.

Te 43=47 Béereford Street. The Society has objec=
ted to Council concerning the proposal to build

35 town houses on this site. No. 45, Kintara is a
very fine old house and should definitely be pre-

served,

8. -Hext meeting, 4th February at Peler Stanburyte
at 8 p.o.

OBJECTICONS TO THE LEICHHARDT TOWN PLAN

The Leichhardt Town Plan was placed on public dige
play in April, 1979. The Soclety found many object-
ionable items, especially the overall zoning of
26{4), meaning a density of 225 people per hectare;
the lack of provisicn for adequate, let alone in-
creased paris; the provision of an expressway
effectively isolating Glebe from the rest of the
minieipality; no increase in the commereial area
in spite of the increased population density; the
threatened widening of seversl sirvests, meaning the
losg of gardens. This is not a complete liat but
it may help to remind you of the salient points,

In mid-January, many members will have received &
letter from Leichhardt Council inviting you io
appear in person to voice your cbjections to the
Scheme, These letters have heen gent to all persons
who lodged writien objections to the Plan., The
Society asks that, if it is hamanly possible, all of
you reply to Council requesting to be heard, This
letter mist be received by 8th February, and should
be addressed to The Town Clexk, P.0. Box 45,
Leichhardt, 2040, or it can be hand-delivered tc the
Administrakive Centre, Twl5 Wetherill Street,
Leichhardt by that date.

Az the letter points out, the Local Government Act
affords each objector the opportunity to appear
befoxre Council to be heard in supporit of the
objection.

This is a procedure which Coumeil is obliged to
follow. The hearings are part of the legislative
procedure,

It im very impertant ‘o realise that there is no
need to be afrald of the phrase "by counmel,
solicitor or agent® in Commeil's letter, The
wording reflects the Aot's requirements. If you
are articniate and concerned, please reply to
Council's letier. .

If you have friends or neighbours who have made
written objections to the Town Plan, please pass
on this information %o them. (And $ry to persuade
them to join the Society, if they are not already
mambexs).

THIS I8 A VERY IMPORTANT ISSUE S0 PLEASE SUPPORT
CTR EFFORTS AND REPLY ™0 COUNCIL'S LETTER.

REMEMBER THE SOCIETY'S ATMS -

To promote the general well-being of residents and
engure that The Glebe remains a pleasant place to
iive,

To preserve the unigue historic and architectural
environment.

To promote enlightened itown planning.
To encourage more paxks, trees, gariens

To save the foreshores for public use.

John Hoddinott.




topy of letter from Mr, L.J. Ferguson, 10/12/79
to Mr. A.G. Robertson, P Convenox

Dear Mr. Robertson,

I refer to your letter dated 9 Ooteber 1979 con-
cerning the Society's request that the former
Steetley Industries site at Rozelle Bay be itrans-
ferred for public recreation.

While the Society's disappointment at the de-
cigion taken in this mattexr is appreciated, it is
fé1t that the iss.es raised in your letier received
thorough consideration during the deliberatiocns con-
cerning this land,

The Maritime Services Board acknowledges that,
for a mumber of years, there has been a progressive
decline in waterfront industrial uses in near City
suburbs, particularly in the Leichhardt Munieipality.
Many former waterfront industrial sites have been
converted to either parkland or residential uses,

In faet, I an informed that the situwation has
now been reached where, apart from lands owned by
the Board, only relatively small pockets of land
remain on which waterfront indugtrial activities
may be carried oul.

The Board adds that while it may be said at a
particular point of iime that demand for a certain
type of land is low, it is also correct to say that
the needs of a large port guch as Sydney vary with
changing economic, technologieal or other ciroumw
gtances, The Board considers that it is essential
to retain a2 reserve stock of land in order that
it is in a position to respond to such changing
cireumstances.

An example occurred recently where the Board
was able to accommodate two waterfront industrial
users at its former ¥o., 6 Depot off The Crescent
Armandale, €One of the two firms concerned was dige
placed from a waterfront industrial site by the
construction of the new Glebe High School ‘and if
the Board had not been able to quickly respond
to the situation a substaniial rumber of people
would have lost employment and port services would
have been impaired.

In further support of the need to maintain
sufficient areas of land for port purposes, the
Board offers the comment that sea transport is
recognised as being a mest efficient user of
energy in that even now it perfomms 51% of
Australia's total domestic freight task for the
consumption of only 8% of the transport energy,
tims pointing to a possible resurgence of coastal
and local shipping activity in years io come as
fuel costs take their toll on the effectiveness
of other transport modes.

On the question of alleged decline of waterfront
access o the public since World War 11, the Board
has pointed out that neither the "Johnston Street
public wharf", which formed part of a commexrcial
boatshed lease, nor the Police Boys Club site were
readily aceessiple o the gemeral public in pre-war
years, let alene posi-~war years.

Along with planning action already taken by
Leichhardt Council and the N.5.W. Plaming and
Bovironment Commission, the release of the re-
claimed lands referred to in my letter of 18/9/79
will enabie substantial itracis of the Glebe fore-
shore to become available for public use.

In regird to claime that the leasing of the
former Steetley site will result in increased
vehicular traffic through Glebe streets, the
Board understands that, to alleviate the problem,
the prospective lessor proposes to transport imper-
ted goods to the site by lighter.

Yours faithfully,
(82d4.) L.J. Ferguson

Deputy Fremier
and

Minister for Public Works and Forta

2y As 5 = M w Ban by Leichhardt Council

In May, 1975, The Glebe Socieiy commmicated its .
concern in a letier to Leichbardt Council concerning
the use of 2,4,5~T as a weefkiller in the Municipal-

iw-

Kearly five years later as a result of the wide
publicity over the side effeects of 'Ageni Orange’
(2,4.5-3, which was used as a defcliant in Vietnam,
Leichhardt Councfl, together with Horneby Council,
has decided 1o ban its use.

Congratulations to Council] But why so late? If
it is dangercus now it has been for the past five
years, And evidence on the dangerous plde-effects
of 2,4,5-T has been available for at ieast ten years.

Chrisimas Party

me sixty meabers gathered at the Rowing Club on
10th December for ihe final social get together of
the year. It was a pleasure boih to meet nev members
of the Soeciety and to chat to old friends.

We look forward o renewing new acquaintances and
enjoying continuing support from established members
in 1980 since the eighties seem likely to provide
at lsast as much activity, both social and commmal,
as the seventies.

Our thanks %o the Rowing Club staff for their con-
tribution towards malking the evening such a pleasant
ones

HEWS ITRgHM

the Sydney Morning Herald of 23rd January claims,
in an article by Joseph Glascott, that parts of
South Sydn¥y, Marrickville and Leichhardt
munieipalities" would revert to the Sydney City
Couneil before the next Council elections in
September this year. Such a move has certainly
been in the air for several monthas,

The obvious ward in the Leichhardt Municipality for
amalgamation s Glebe., The Management Commitiee has
discussed this possibility and in general, we favour
the idea, Our opinion wowid finally depend on the
effect on rates, representation, etc. The town
planning expertise in Sydney City Council would be
to the suburb's advantage., We will keep you in

with developments. The Local Goverrment
;g&xcxzaries Commission report on the cify's boun-
daries is due in March.



Tditor's Jxpuseg ~ Any omissions, bad spelling,
crooked lines are to be overlocksd. Who says the
aging can't try something new? 1 do, Anyway, as
Tony writes - "Help" for an editor, assislant, ete.

Merlyn Larcombe
(Temporary

Al
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W

o

BOCKS TOR SALE

The Sceciety is trying fto cbbain some more copies of
Isn Bvans! "Restoring 0ld Bouses® at #16.95.

There are twelve copies of Bernard Smith's "The
Architectural Character of Glebe", at #8.00 per
copy. This is the definitive book if you wish to
imderstand the styles of Glebe buildings, and learn
gomething of the suburb's history.

To orxder a copy of either, phone John Hoddinott at
692-0071..

Fatty Finn, the pereanin juvenile, his
dog Pal, his friends and e¢nemies Fead-
Kights, Skeet, Seasy and Lollylegs, and 2
goat, are once more hannting the back
streets of Syduey,

For the last three weeks, a film crew
ard cast, including Bert Newfoa a5 Fatty's
dad, John Finn, and Noni Hazelhurst as
his mother, have peopled Glebe, recreating
in & new film, Fatty Finn, the adventares

Nicholls in 1923,
Fatty was a feature of Australian

made 2 comeback in 1951, appearing until
Mr Nicholls died in 1977.

The wew film is being made by the
Children’s  Film  Corperation  for

invested by the Australian Film Com-
 _mission.

PTony's favourite comic sirip which should have been
given precedence over the presidential address. Alas,
my inexpertise couldn't fit it im,

$350,000, of which $120,000 bas been

of the characters first devised by Syd -

cartoon papers from 1923 to 1933, then .

For your diary

Sunday, 10th February, 1l z.m., Coffee Morning

To be held at Jenny and Peter Pockley's,
19 Mansfield Sireet,

Menday, 18th Pebruary - Drinks at the Rowing Club,
Ferry Road, 6 p.m.

Come along for an hour or so and discuss
problems, ideas, etc. with some of the
Committee. Check up on your objections to
the Town Plan if you are lodging a verbal
cbjection later to founcil.

Jaturday, lst March - 7 pema., at 120 Bridge Road,
ARE YOU 35 0 UNDER?
IF 3¢, THIS IS ESPECIALLY FOR YO0U.
A party for %5's and under ~ F2.50 will
cover wine, salads, etc, and you are

asked to bring your own steak for a
barbecue,

This innovation we hope will prove
successfzl, and if sowill do again ...
and again,

Please ring Peter Vester on 660.1875
{after 6 p.m.) for reservations.

Saturday, 22nd March - Wine Botiling

At Tony Larkum's, See next bulletin
for further details.

GWER WILLIS would like to hear from anyone wishing
to sketeh or paimd scenes around Glebe, FPleage
ring her on 660.5027 (home) or 660.4018. {work)

g0 that arrangements for a group can be mads.

THE GREENING OF GLEBR

Many thanks to Leichhardt Council for their tree
planting project along the sireets of Glebe - an
aegsthetiocally pleasing addition to bare concrete
ravenenis.

BOOR XNOCK FOR THE RED CROSS

Miss L. Milion, Secretary of the Leichhardi
Copmittee¥s Red Cross Calling Appeal hag asked
the Society to pubiicise the need for volunteers
for two hours of door-knocking each, mainly on
Sunday 23rd March, but possidly up to the 29th.
Yor information, phone 660-7930 (home)} or 6602611
{business).



