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GLEBE POINT EAST

On Thursday, 30th October, we noticed
that demolition from the ingide, of the
0ld house on the Point, "Venetia", wasg
under way. We told the demolisher$to
stop and we remonstrated with The Developers
who own most of the Point, Parkes Develop-
ments.

That Parkes' should be demolishing was
little surprise, as good or bad has in-
discriminately been knocked down by them,
but "Venetia" had been promiged by them
for retention and restoration for community
use as part of the package "agreed in
prineiple” with the old Couneil in 1973.

parkes' Director in charge first told
me it must be "thieves and trespassers",
but an Friday morning the demolition sub-
contractor, Mr. Primo Giovanetti, said
that it was a2 mistake(?) made by "his boys"
while he was away in Brisbane, which 211
adds up to being not good enough.

The Glebe Society has always been op-
posed to the sort of development Parkes
have had in mind - originally seven blocks
with 222 units. We assisted in lowering
the number of units to 188 and the popu-
lation denaity.

We have suggested to deaf ears so far
that a development in gympathy with the
surrounding avea - terrace rows perhaps,
would be more suitable. We hope to be
able to assist local aldermen in the taslk
of consulting with the developers in
achieving the best solution for all - not
just the most profitable one for Parkesl
There is no law, nor right which says that
they are entitled to dispoil the area with
whatever sort of development they like.

Jim Coombe

PARKLAND, NOT PARKESLAND

One of the blocks of land affected by
the Parkes Developments proposals soon to
be put before Leichhardt Council is the one
{just down from the Max Factor factory) on
the corner of Mary Street and Glebe Point
Road.

This land, because of its height and
position, commands a gpectacular view
across Rozelle Bay and the Pyrmont peninsula
to the City and the Harbour Bridge. Al-
though it is not a water frontage, there is
a deep gully between it and the water's edge
which means that despite the fact that it
doesn't look like it on a map, it does have
a view.

Ever since Parkes Devalopments demoliszhed
the building originally there (at least two
years ago), the view from the land has been
hidden by a high and hideous fence patched
together from old palings, bits of plywood
and sheets of corrugated ivon. Every tim=s
this eyesore of a fence hag fallen down,
exposing the marvellous view behind it, it
has been put up again by Parkes Developments
within days. When a local resident wrote
to rParkes politely suggesting that the fence
be removed or at least replaced by a lower
and less ugly one and the land made acces—
sible to the public until building operations
began, Parkes replied that they couldn't do
that lest the lot he used as a rubbish dump.
When this poor excuse was laughed oubt of
court, Parkes eventually came out with the
truth: that the Company was not wiliing to
sxpese the vesidents of Glabe even tempor=-
arily to the pleasures of the view or the
uge of the land, because from past bitter
experience it had found that thig led
regidents (and Councils) to resist all the
more strongly when Parkes got to the point
of wanling to build one of their pleturasg-
gque and tastefully=-designed blocks of flats
on it. For all its corporate conscience,
this was an inconvenience that the Company

refused to risk again, whatever the social
cogk .



The extreme meanness of this attitude
has made some local residents very angry.
We have decided we are guite capable of
demanding that this land and this view be
given over permanently to the public aven
wikthout hawing the benefit we might have
had of enjoying it for the past two years
Or Si.

Thig issue overlaps with othexs discus-
sad elsewhere in this Bulletin. However,
some of the mogt lmportant reasons why we
feel pavtiecularly justified in asking that
the handing over of this land as a park be
made a condition for Parkes being allowed,
by the Council, to go ahead with any of its
other proposad developments in the area are
thase:

1. Although two of Gleba's grentest
assatg as a suburb are its closeness to
the Harbour and its closeness to the Ccity,
there are no easily accessible public parks
here from which the view makes this obvious.
Mozt of us might as well live at Cabramatta
for all the consciousness we have of these
two aspects of Glebe's identity. The
glinpses of polluted patches of Rozelle

Bay through the timber yards and the chemical

factovy from Jubilee Park are simply not
anough to provide it. However, the view
from the 451-459 Glebe Point Road block of
land certainly would. If it were made a
park, it would wastly and dramatically
enhance the character of Glebe and reveal

it for what it isg: an inner-city harbourside
suburb.

2. Although Parkes has offered land
other than this as parkland, actual inves-
tigation of the proposed sites reveals that
access to them is via narrow, already over-
taxed streets in which there is no room for
parking; and because of this, the very fact
of the parks' existence is not likely to be
even digested by anyone except the residents
of the adjacent buildings, most of whom will
be living in Parkes' developments. So what
Parkes is really doing in handing over this
land "to the public” is handing over to the
ratepayers of Leichhardt the cost of main-

taining "parkland" that will greatly increase

the rent or sale price of Parkes' develop-
ments and be used overwhelmingly by their
residents. This is hardly a gesture of
unadulterated altruism. We therefore do

not think we are putting too great a strain
on the Company's "generosity" by asking that
this additional block be handed over as a
genuinely publiec park.

There is a petition ecirculating to this
effect that we intend to present to the
Council. Anyone wishing to sign it may do
z0 at Gleebooks or Glungge. Otherwise write
to the Council about it yourself. Please.
It's worth it!

Margaret Coombs

FEDERAL ROAD CONTAINERS

Leichhardt Council has deferred the
application by Harbour Lighterage (a
subsidiary of the giant Brambles Group)
to establish a container storage depot at
Federal Road, "pending receipt of addi-
tional information®". At the time of the
deferment over 300 signatures had been
received on a petition opposing the depot,
The number now exceeds a thousand.

Repregentations were made ilumadiately
to the Minister for Local CGovernment,
Charles Culler; the Minister for Works and
Ports, Leon Punch; the Minister for Planning
and Fnvirenment, John Fuller: Fedsval Mini-
sters for the Environment, Joe Bevinson,
and Urban and Regional Development, Tom
Uren. Cutler said it was not his affair,
as did Joe Berinson. Leon Punch has not
replied and Tom Uren expressed sympathy.
John Fuller gays "It is obvious that the
proposal is being considered in accordance
with the Government's envirommental impact
policy, and, in the circumstances, any
intervention on my part at this stage,
would not be warranted."

Further representations ware mads to
Fuller suggesting that the State Environ-
mental Policy, as gpelt out in document
E 1-4, requires that action by a Government
Authority (in this case approval of Parkes'
plan by the Maritime Services Board) which
has significant environmantal impact ox is
likely to arouse considerable public
controversy (e.g. L0000+ signatures and a
public protest supported by the local MIA,
Pat Hills and the local alderman) sghould
be supported by a full environmental im-
pact statement (BE.I.S5.). No such statement
by the M.S8.B. exists.

This representation led to no contact
with us from the State Pollution Control
Commission (S5.P.C.C.) but Mr. Roger Hogan
of the Commission spoke to Arthur Kenna,
the Council's "Consultant Town Planner".
They agreed that Harbour Lighterage's
pitiful E.I.S8. attached to the Development
Application (D.A.) met the requiremsnts of
thea law. Both were content to await deve-
lopments (pun intended).

This is hardly good enough for the
people of Glebe, the children at Hilda
Beoler Kindergartion, the old people at
R. J. Williams Lodge or the people who
see Glebe Point Road as the social heart
of Glebe - an artery we don't want choked
with trucks.

More, the Council has not refused the
application, the Maritime Services Board
has not carried out its responsibility
under the State Environmental Policy, nor
has the §5.P.C.C. or the Minister. Should
questions be asked in the Housge?

Jim Coombs



WENTWORTH PARK

An article by Jeff Collerson in the
Daily Mirror of October 28th says that The
National Coursing Association (N.C.A.) and
The N.S.W. Grevhound Breeders Owners and
Trainers Association might be getting to=-
gether to establish an $8 million grand-
stand at Wentworth Park.

It reported that G.B.0.T.A. are con-
sidering abandoning Harold Park as their
racing venue and transferring their activi-
ties to Wentworth Park. The major reason
for the move ig the fact that G.B.O.T.A.
has to pay the N,S.W. Trotting Club, owners
of Harold Park, rent of $235,000 per year.

The article went on to quote an N.C.A.
committeeman, "Now we have a long-term leage
on Wentworth Park, we don't want to build
just an ordinary stand. We want something
along the lines of Hollywood Park and other
great tracks in the U.S., and with the help
of the G.B.0.T.A, we can probably do thig.”

The Park was dedicated for public re-
creation in the last century - yet the
Trust has "ex officio" two members from
the N.C.A. and Soccer Magnate, Sir Arthur
George. Ex~-MLA Albert Sloss and sometime
sports broadcaster and Health Minister,
Dick Healey are members too. The only
regident on the Trust (whose members are
appointed until they turn 70) is ex-
alderman Greg Johnston. The Trust should
take itg trust more seriously. They are
not running a dog track and car park = it
is a place for public recreation and they
gshould be developing it as such.

"Herald" readers may recall the state-
ment made by N.C,A, secretary anddTrust
member G. Candrick in May that the Trust
would consider any proposals put forward
by the Society to beautify the park.

Well, we did. We auggesgted the develop-
ment of landscaped gardens and play areas.

We got no reply.

The next vacancy on the Trust (when one
of them turns 70) is in 1977. We have
asked the Minister to keep us in mind -
but then there have been three Lands
Ministers in the last twelve months. Will
they remember us?

Remember since its dedication the Park
hag had the Railway line put across it on
the viaduct, the water frontage (Rlackwattle,
Bay) taken by the M.8.B. and the N.C.A.
track. ‘'The D.M.R. plan to put its express-
way acrogs too. Like "Lady Jane" in Patience
"little will be left of her in the coming
by and bye."

Glebe Society members who are less than
enthusiastic about the G.B.O.T.A./N.C.A.
plans are asked to write to the Hon. J.M.
Mason, L. Th., MLA, Minister for Lands and
Forests, C/~ The Lends Department, Bridge
Street, Sydney. Mr. Mason has to grant
approval for any proposed extension of grey-
hound racing at Wentworth Park. Similar
letters of protest could also be sent to
Mr. John Barraclough, Minister for Culture,
Sport and Recreation, and to the Wentworth
rark Trust. Bach has a finger in this
particular pie.

Jim Coombs and Ian Evans

HISTORY

The History Group ig to have a new
look. Inaldition to the research work
being carried out by Max Solling and Kate
Smith, members will now be able to parti-
cipate in various activities. One idea
which has been suggested is that a compe-
tition should be run in which children
submit an essay on local history, a prize
would be donated by the Society. Would
all those interested in this and the Group
contact Dorothy Perkins on 660.7623.

If you know of anything that may be of
interest to readers of the Bulletin,

pleasa contact the editor, Joey Rowden
at 4 Leichhardt Avenue; phone 660.5704.












