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SI TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The 1975 Annual General Meeting of the Glebe 

Society will be held at the Glebe Town Hall on 

Wednesday, 20th August, commencing at 8. 00 p. m. 

It will be proposed that the following reports be 

taken as read. 

President's 
Report 

Since the last Annual General Meeting the 

membership of the Society has increased from 

320 to 360 ; and our active involve-

ment in community affairs has been maintained. 

During the year we continued actively to oppose 

the construction of expressways through Glebe. 

Many members took a leading part in the 

opposition to the demolition of houses in Fig 

Street, Ultimo by the Department of Main Roads 

for the North-Western Expressway; ·and have been 

active i n the Anti-Urban Radial Expressway 

Committee. We have supported the campaign for 

better public trans port in New South Wales. 
The Society's second Monograph, A North--Western 

Railway by John Gerofi and (secretary) Jim 

Coombs is an important practical contribution to 

the public transport discussion . 

w-e have continued an active interest in planning . 

In concert with the Annandale Association and 

the Balmain Association we made representations 

to the State Planning and Environment Commission, 

in order to prevent the recall from the Commission 

of the Leichhardt Outline Plan, fully approved by 

the previous Council (1971-4) for re-consideration 

by the present Council. The Society was 

disappointed to note that the new Council, shortly 

after coming to office in September 1974, disbanded 

the Council's Planning Committee anct Social 

Welfare Committee, dismissed i,t·s Deputy Town 

Planner, Penny Pike (who had played a crucial 

role in the development of the Outline Plan) , and 

curtailed the 'open council' facilities for 

discussion and debate, so successfully pioneered 

as an experiment in community involvement by the 

previous Council. The Society has sought to 

co-operate whenever possible with the new 

Council in the pursuit of its consitutional 

objectives. It has supported Alderman Cawley, 

for example, in his opposition to the sale of 

residential property owned by the City Council 

in Glebe. The sale would decrease the stock of 

low-income housing in the area . 

The Society made successful representations to 

the National Trust to have Glebe classified as a 

conservation area (the fourth area in Sydney to 

be so classified). A list of public buildings in 

Glebe has been submitted to the Historic Build­

ings Committee of the Trust for consideration 
for classification. 

The Society has given careful consideration to 

its role in social welfare activities. A Directory 

of welfare organisations was published in the 

February Bulletin . It was resolved that in view 

of the large number of welfare bodies active in 

Glebe the Society should not set up its own 

welfare committee but co-operate with existing 

bodies where help was sought and needed . 

Members of the Society have been active during 

the year in the Glebe Community Care Centre, 

the Australian Assistance Plan, the Elsie Women's 

Refuge Centre, the Good Neighbour Council and 

other community projects. 

The Society has been concerned about the low 

standard of local journalism prevailing in Glebe. 

It has therefore given attention to proposals for 

the development of an inner-city radfo and video­

access centre and a community newspaper. It 

has supported the move for the development of 

a Community Resources Centre at 112 Glebe Road 

which will, among other things, seek to improve 

the media resources available to the local 

community. 

The Society has maintained an active interest in 

social amenity and environmental problems. It 

has opposed the dominance of the Wentworth 

Park Trust by coursing interests and is campaign­

ing for t he return of the Park to its originally 

gazetted purpose as free parkland for the recreation 



,t1 j :.yment of al l . 

,ave advocated the use of Hudson's timber 

on Blackwattle Bay a s a site for a new 

nd a ry school, and opposed (without succes s) 

1se of the site for container storage. We 
,ted a successful objection to a proposed 

11ption o f property in Alle n Street by the 
South Wales Department of Education; 

3ed the Leichhardt Council on t he clangers of 

k-killer' as a defoliant, and drawn a tte ntion 

e illegality of the parking of semi-trailers 

s ident ia l areas , 

3ocie ty noted with amazement the a t tempt 

, by some ageing members of t he local branch 

e Lab or Party (in cont ravent ion of the policy 

eir party on community involvement) to 

cribe Lab or Part y members from be ing members 

e Glebe Society. We are pleased to record 

the attempt has bee n un s ucce ss ful. 

)nclusion it must be noted that s ince the 

ety was established in 196 9 many new bodies 

, been e stablishe d in Glebe with ob je ct.ives 

e el to those of the Glebe Society. It i s 

tenin g to note that the Society has neverthe-

continued to attract membership in t he new 

1tion while co-operating active ly with ma ny 

,e new bodies such as the Glebe Estate 

,ct Office, t he Glebe Community Care Cent re, 

Noolley Centre, and the Med ia and Resources 

:re. 

lly, I should like to place on record t he 

ety ' s thanks to Eric Sandblom for his many 

s of a c tive involve ment with the a im s and 

ct ive s of t he Socie t y , bo th as a member and 

former alderman of the Leichhardt Council. 

Nis h him a full recovery from his recent illness . 

Bernard Smith . 

rELFARE 
V APPOINTMENTS AND NEW FACES IN GLEBE 

The Glebe Estate (formerly the Church Lands 
ishopth orpe, St, Ph illips, etc. - now owned 
he Federa l Department of Urban and Regional 
elopme nt) , We are part icula rly plea sed to 

:tedl y congratulate one of our members , David 

l9, , u pon his appoint me nt as Project Manager 
1e Es ta t e . As ove rall director he is making 

cy for general redeve lopment and provision 

,,rvices in the area, David has a long 

)Cia ti on w ith community projects in Cilebe; 

:lditi on to his formal professional qua li fi cat -

' h e brings a warmth and sincerity to his new 

wh ic h will no doubt ensure its succe s s. 

appoi nted is Nita Mc Rea , as Community 

~lopment Officer; her job involve s direct 
act with tenants and s he deals .with any 

lems of residents and appllcant s . 

Resources Centre - a citizen participation 

,c t, in stigate d by Glebe residents. It now 

premises, court e sy of the G lebe Est a t e, a t 

2 

l l '.'. G lobe Poi nt Road, The Centre i s currently 

locki ng for sources of fun ding for its various 

c1c ti vities, It is likely t hat the Woolley C ent re 

wil 1 also o pera te from thi s site in future, 

(3) /\ustralian /\ssistance Plan - The Glebe -
1\ nr\ilnclale Working Group meet s on the t hi rd 
Tuesday of each month a t 18 Glebe Point Road 
at 8 p , rn. - a l l welcome '. Delega tes attend 
Inn e,; r - City Reg i on and Le ich ha rdt Sub - Region 

meetings, The grou ps a re actively involved in 

devuloping a ne twork of welfare fac ili ties, and 

have alrea dy employed some full -time 

profess i ona l s t aff : - Sc ott Aden i s C::_cmmunity 

Development Officer for the Le ichha rd t sub­
region . He c an be contacted a t 21A Ros s St., 
Gle be , ph , 66 0-6 62 0 . Among his duties he 

d istributes a monthly ca le nda r of loca l event s 
which is a good way to keep in touc h with the 

Glebe scene . Al so appoi nted via A. A. P. groups 

is Mauro Di Nicola, Project Officer (M i gran t 

Liais on) ; he can be contacted via Scott Aden , 

should members have any queries a bout e thnic 
groups. 

(4) Leichhardt Council has renewed t he c ontract 
of employme nt of Marjorie Bull as Council Social 

Worker. In a dd ition, a professional Child Care 

Worke r, C o li n Si mpson, is e mploye d full - time, 

(5) Glebe Community Care Centre - t he Cent re 

continues t o provide a full range of welfare and 

paramedica l services for local residents. 

Recently appointe d is a special Community 

Worker , Colleen Bou rke . She has completed a 

~urvey, funded by the National He alth and 

Medical Res earch Ccuncil, t o define health and 

we lfa re needs in Glebe and Forest Lodge . The 

surve y is based on a 3% s am ple of households . 

Copie s are ava ilab le from the Centre, Another 

survey, funded by the Poverty Commission, was 

made to evaluate the fun ction i ng of the Centre, 

to see in what ways th e Centre he lps t o 

a llev iate poverty i n our Community. Copies of 

t his latter survey a re not yet available , 

The Glebe Society's Role in Soc ial Welfare. 

As convenor I did not c a ll any meeting s ; when 

I tal ked to other memb e rs ~bout the subject I 

found them intere s ted, but re lucta nt to attend 
formal meetings or make any regula r commitment 

of time, There i s some confusion about our r ole 
- t he Soc ie t y i s not equipped to deal w ith 
individua l personal problems; indee d , thi s is 
unneces sary when s o many qua lified staff are 

e mployed full -time to me e t suc h needs (e .g. , 

Social Wo rkers at the Care Centre). Glebe i s 

now very well served by a range o f we lfare 

agencies. Our chief role lies in supporting t hese 

agenc ies where pos sible, and in pa rtici pating in 
relevant dec i s i ons (e , g. , a ttendance a t A . A. P . 

meetings) , 

It i s important that t he Society ke ep a breas t of 

current welfa re developme nts. Thi s can be a 
de manding tas k i n v iew of the prolifera ti on cf 

agencies and citize n groups now opera t ing in 

G lebe , How best we s hould maintain liaison is 
a matter for the new Management Committee to 

decide. 

Ju lia McConnochie, 



Gardening Report 

ft er a period of ina ctivity, the gardening group 

1et at the beginning of Decembe r a nd discussed 

la ns for the coming ye a r . 

fonthly meeting s comme n eed in Fe bruary , and 

onsi s ted of visits to the gardens of some of our 

1ernbers, to some gard ens of members of the 

addington Garde n Club and t o two public reserves. 

1 a ll , t here were seven meetings a nd a t otal of 

S members attende d one or more of them. 
t a meeting of the management c ommitt e e after 
1e end of year unde r review it was decided that 
1e society affiliate with the Garde n Club of 

ustralia and it would not be out of place here 

1 make a few comments. The Garden Club of 

ustralia is an affiliation of some 62 ga rde n 

lubs in Australia, the great majority being in 

.S.W. Its ob jects are set out in a qua rterly 
agazine and a re a s follows: 

1 . Friendship through gardens. 
2 . To c o-ordinate the interests of the 

arden Clubs of the continent and to bring them 

,to closer relationships of mutual helpfulnes s 

1 association, correspondence and confere nce . 

3. To aid in the protec tion a nd conservation 

: our natural re s ource s . 

4. To encourage civic beauty a nd roadside 

w e lopment. 

5 . To s tudy the fine art of gardeni ng in all 

s aspects. 

6 . To co-operate with other agencies 

rtheri ng the interests of horticulture and 
mservation. 

Theo Ahlston. 

PLANNING 
REPOR.T 

ere has been some notabl e progress on a number 

issues, but the pace wa s slightly more relaxed 

'ill previous years. Vigilance is sti ll necessary 

a nurt1ber of front s. The main items for the yea r 

" s ummarised below: 

The Outline Plan 
e outline plan is still with th e State Plannin g & 

vironment Commission . Leichhard t Council 

med a report earlier this y ear on the change s 
)posed. The ge ne ral c on s ensus of opi n i on 

.ongst the various Societie s and people interest ­

was a gainst any change. The Society should 

ce an intere st in the outcome of thi s matter and 

progress. 

Glebe Conservation Area 

e National Trust clas sified Glebe as a 

,nservation Are a la s t N ove mber. The listing was 
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based on work done over two years by members of 

the Soci e t y, headed by Tony St racha n . Thi s i s a 

s i gnifica nt event in the a tt empt to pre s erve Glebe 

in an a rchitectura l , historical and socia l conte xt. 

The Society should now d ouble its efforts in 

providing guide line literature and informa t ion to 

me mbe rs and the community for the pro pe r 

re storation of buildings in Glebe. 

3 . The Glebe Est ate 

The Bis hopthor,pe and St. Phillips areas are now 
owned by the Australian Government. W ork on the 

estate is proceeding a t an e x c e llent pace with good 

management in all fie ld s. Within e c onomic 

restraints restoration i s b e ing carried out faith fu lly. 

The Glebe Project Boa rd also established a Design 

Review Comm itt e e made u p of experts and 

int e re ste d me mbers of the c ommunity to 9uicle it in 

its re s t oration programme. The Society should be 

pleased that Tony Strachan and Bernard Smith a re 

members of this committee. Mr. Atho l Munday, 

Mr. David Young and the sta ff of the project 

office are t o be congratu lated for thei r sincere 

e fforts in ensuring that the project will b e a 

success. 

4. Expressways (Freeways) 

The threat of the North Western Ex pressway is 
s till w ith us . As most members are aware, t he 
demonstrations in Fig Street have brought the 
is sue t o a head. There is still n o clear 
resolution on the issue from the State a nd 
Federa l Governments. Several members are very 

active on the expressway committees. 

Alan Soffensen has t a ken the initiative in this 
is s ue . Along with others, he has clone 
t remend ous work in this fie ld . C ontinuing mora l, 
phy sical and financial support is very necessary 

to resolve this prob le m. It c an b e said that there 
is increasing public support and understanding for 

the re-examination of the wider implication s of 
expressways (or freeway s, as the DMR now prefers 

to call t hem.) 

5 . Glebe Point Proposals 

Parkes Deve l opments have started demolishing 

in this area. Since t he C ouncil's Planning Sub­

Committee was disbanded the re is little know­

ledge of the progress in this project. There are 

s e veral significant buildings i n t he area, mainly 
i n Leichhardt Street, that are slated for demolition. 

Since Glebe is now a Conservation Area, the 

Soc iety s h ou ld press the National Trust t o 

impress on the developers th e importance of this 

area and enc ourage them to preserve a s many of 

the exist ing buildings as p oss i b le and design 

their new s tructures with some sympathy for 
sca le and character o f t he e x i sting area. 

6 . Planning F'orum. 

The planning forum he ld a very successful 

mee ting at th e G lebe Town Hall . This was 

organi s e d by Albert Mispel and De nnis Mc Manus . 

It was well attended and severa l im portant issues 

were raised. A fu ll re port of t he me e ting was 

publishe d in the Ju ne i ssue of the Bulletin. 



The Leichhardt Planninq Forum . 

. s c ommittee was made up of intere sted 

mbers of the public and held a ve ry success ful 

et in g at the Balmain Town Ha ll . It was 

iired by Mr. Peter Webber of the State Plann-

1 and Environment Commission. A n umber of 

11 known pla nners spoke at t his meeting . The 

in point of d i s cus sion was public involveme nt 

th e p lanning process, and the methods by 

ich an evolving type of pla nning scheme could 

formulated. The me e ting was attended by 

1eral members from the Society 

:onclus ion, there has be en progress on a ll 

,ts. Although with a change of Council there 

been a slowdown in some areas, the planning 

.mittee and the Society should keep working 
:irds resolution of these issues. Comment, 

icism, new proposals and ideas should be 

,ente d constantly to encourage deb a te so that 

issues are kept alive and publicly acceptable 
1tions are found for them. 

P. V. Pe rumal. 

Environment Report 

newly-formed Environment Sub-Committee has 

looking into areas of local environme ntal 

ern . There are many wa ys in which our 

ronment is adve rse ly affected - by air 

1tion, industrial pollution, c hemical wastes, 
,ge a nd other kinds of pollution. The Sub-

mittee is collecting evidence on these 

JUS types of pollution and is looking into 

, of taking e ffective action. Plans are 

t t o monitor the fallout of so lid materials in 
.ocality and to organise an inspection by 

of the Glebe shoreline. 

Tony Lark um". 
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SOCIAL 
A...CTIV.ITIES 

Thi s yea r our group ha s he ld a number of functions 

to bring the membe r s of the S ocie t y together in a 

relaxed ca s ual atmosphere. 

The coffe e mornings have continued, so t hat o nce 

a month, after the bustle of Saturday morning 

shopping, we can rela x over a cup of coffee and 

a cha t . As well a group of enth usiastic ladies 

has be en meeting togethe r on Monday afternoons 

at a discussion/crochet group and has provided 

help in the two Market Days held by the Commun­

ity Centre. 

Our first ma in activity for the year was the Ferry 

Trip t o Clifton Gardens (November, 1974). Abc-ut 

fifty memb e rs enjoyed a s unny cruise aro und the 

harbour, foll owed by a picnic lunch a nd swim. 

A number of children from Bidura and Royleston 

were take n out for the day. 

The wea t her was on our side again for the '74 

Christmas Party h e ld at the Fowlers'. Over 100 

members turne d up, and enjoyed a home cooked 

dinner and dancing under a marquee. Quite a 

memorable evening. 

Our 'welcome to new member s ' was conducted by 

Max Soiling who took forty people on a 'Grand 

Tour of Glebe'. All e njoyed seeing the area and 

t he intere sting commentary of Max. 

A number of people joined in a Theatre Party to 

see 'Black Comedy' a t the Genesian Theatre 

(where one of our Glebites was starring). Othe rs 

enjoyed a Wine Bottling at the Larkums (where 

a great amount of tasting was also done during the 

afternoon). 

Our last party, to wind up the year, was held at 

the Larkum s on June 20th, '7 5 , to commemorate 

the Glebe Society Birthday . G uests arrived in a 

variety of disguises including an original 

mousketeer, a real cossack and an Elizabethan 

gentleman and his family. Supper was served. 

All in all, a successful year, thanks to everyone 
who joine d in and suppo;ted the social activities. 

We re gret that Hilary's yea r in U.S . and the 

arrival of Pickles no . 2 will mea n that we have to 
resign the posts for 1975-75 . 

Perhaps our new plan of a different person to 

organise each of the fo llowing activities, thus 

spreading the work , will get s ome v olunteers. 
(Ring 550 - 4 924 ) 

Monthly Coffee Mornings 

Nov. , '7 5 Ferry Trip 
Dec., '75 Chris t mas Party 

June, ' 76 Birthday Party 

Welcome to New Members 

- 2 evenings 

Thanking you. 

Dorothy Perkins 

? 
? 

? 

? 

Hilary Larkum E, Kathy Pickles. 



HISTORY 

In conformity with long-established tradition 

(his, not ours), there is no written report from 

the Convenor of the History Group. However, it 

is usually worth going to the A.G.M. just to hear 

lvlax Solling's oral summing up of the year's 

historical events. This year should be no 

exception. 

FOR YOUR DIARY 

\IVednesday, 20th August, Glebe Town Hall, 

8.00 p.rn. The Globe Society's Annual 

General Meeting. 

Saturday, 6th September. Coffee Morning at Louise 

and Peter Worsley' s , 9 Boyce Street. 

10.30 a.m . - 12.30 p.m. Refreshments 20/6 

Saturday, 6th September. 2.00 p.m. The Gardeninc 

Group will be hosts to the Paddington Garden 

Club when visits will be made to some of 

our members' gardens. Phone Jean or Theo 

Ahlston on 660-1083 for details. 

Saturday, 4th October. Coffee morning at 

Maureen and Adrian Coleman's, 48 Boyce 

Street. Perhaps you know the coffee morning 
arrangements by heart - 10. 3 0 a . m. - 12. 3 0 
p . m. - tea and coffee just 2 0¢''. '. 

Early September, Tony Larkurn is arranging a 

wine-bottling. Please ring Tony (660-7030) for 

details . 

The next editor of the Bulletin will be Joey Rowden 

and we welcome her with open arms . In future, 

all copy should be sent to:-

Joey Rowden, 

4 Leichhardt Avenue, 

Glebe Point, 2037. 660-5704. 
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• 

The following nominations have been received in 

accordance with the Constitution for the positions 

to be filled on the Management Committee for 

1975-1976. 

President: 

._rea.nette Knox 

Senior Vi ce - President: 

Allan So:rrenaon 

Junior Vice-President: 

Ralph Kaye 

secretary: 

Jim Coomba 

'l'reasurer: 

Ted McKeown 

Committee: 

D. Perkin0 
E. Sandblom 
J. Potter 
G, Johns 

As no nominations have been received 
for the pos i tion of Auditor, these 
will be accepted from the floor a t the 
A.G.M, 

',foclnesday, 27th August, fl . OO p.m. The Glebe 
~,ociety play r eading group will gather at 

the home of Marion and Randall Jones, 27 
Mansfield Street, to read Ken Waterhouse's 
play "Billy Liar", We shall be very pleased 
to see you there . Enquiries to Marion at 
r;r;o 4072. 



G LEBE LIBRARY 

The Gle be Bran c h of Le ichha rdt Munici pa l 

Li brary is locate d at 19 1 Bridge Roa d. 

It o ffers on loan t o adul ts fi c tion and non-fic t ion 

books , news maga zines , pamph le ts, garden and 

h ome decorating ma gaz ine s, science ma gazin es, 

e t c . Inte r-library loans can be a rranged, books 

can be req uest ed from Leichhardt, and readers 

ca n have books reserve d for them if the y are out 

on loan. 
Atlas es, a lmana cks and encyclopaedia s are 

a va ilable for use at t he libra ry. 

h ook dopa rtm ent , a nd the staff runs " s tory time" 

on Wednesday a fte rn oons at 3. 30 p. rn . 

ftes idents in the Leichhardt M unicipa lity ma y 

join the libra ry fre e of charge. Worke rs in the 

area may joi n on a reci proca l bas i s if they cm 

show t hat they a re me mb ers of t he ir l oca l 

li!J1·ar ies. 

fo ur books and tw o magazines may be borrowed 

for up t o t hre e weeks - b ook s can b e re newed by 

phone . C hild re n may borrow four books and two 

magazines if they are accompanie d by a d u l ts, or 

two books and two magazines if they are un ­

accompanied . 
A ho me-bound reader s service operat es from 

Leichhardt Libra ry. Forms re questing a libra rian 
to b ring books of intere s t t o peoples ' home s are 

Library hour s are : Monda y, Wednesday, Friday : 

11.00 a . m .- 9 p . m .; Tuesday, Thursday , 11.00am 

- S p.m. ; Sat urday, 9 . 30 a .m. - 12.00 noon . 
available from Leichha rdt and Glebe librarie s . 

Glebe b ranch has an a ttractive children's library 
The libra ry' s phone number is 660 -4 672. 

Alison McKeown. 

'3tatement of Income and :C:xpenditure for the ti-1el ve l!!Onths ended J \ll1e 30th, 1975 , 

ns - Household 
Individual 

Pensioner 

Student 

st 

us Sales, et c . 

345. 00 
258.00 
12. 00 

1-,_50 

·om !line Bottling, Eay 1975 

·om Birt hday Party, J uly 1974 
·rom sales of copies of "The 

tural Character of The Glebe, 

- donated by Bernard and Kate 

,e 

.i ture 

· year transferred to 
Ac cumulated Funds 

61 9. 50 

57.99 
33, 10 

43.50 
6 , 50 

865 ,30 

625,89 
288,99 

;;;336,90 

.s.ccumul2.ted Funds ·1.7,74 
;>lus 'lnrplus fo r yec!r 

Total 

EJCpenditure: 

Donati ons, 3ubscriptiono, etc. -

:loyal Aus t r a lian llistorical Society 

Leichhardt l'l armi ne iormn 
ifoyal Hort i cultura l Socie ty 

Civic .Uesign Association 

:,lsie - The .ionens Refui:;e 

Glebe Comm1ll1ity Care Centre 
Anti-Expr essway Cornr.:i -~ tr!c 

',loolley Centre 

Bulletin -

Printing 

,':nvelopes 

Postage 

356.31 

109. 22 
69. 97 

~ecretaria l, etc.~ 
Postages , etc 
·,fo lcomes to new meobcrs 

Crochet Group 

Plannj_ng l~eetin: -s ( 2) 
Ferry . .'ri -1} 

Annual Genera l !J_-etin•· 
Garden Competition p:, ;.~i :C'l.011er ·. ;]H/W 

Printin:··; ;-.onoc raph r o.2 

ChriSf l''clS Party 

Total :,xrendi ture 

562 . ')7 
3% ,90 

~899 .87 

'.tepree:en tecj. · by : ~:.iaving-s I nvestr.i.~nt n/ c 71'.;.jc. 

1 l':J . ·L ~ 
l ' i.11 

1r.t~ -ri:- f l~·r. t t h'=' 

~~o~i. ti or: nf +~10 

Curl'en t a/ c ( l l?.S!J un ::-- rPsr:n .:..ell chi;c~:.tcs) 

Co.sh in hand 

To t a l 
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--. :·::·'..i .:_-; l 

12 .. 50 

50 . 24 
4. 20 

10. 00 

r:;o .oo 
2';.00 

50 . 00 
2. 00 203 . '14 

0 36.70 
': <t 'l.1 

.J, 

- J . :):) 

1 ,.") 

12,[ . _,:; 


