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TOM GLASSCOCK 

Sydney grew not as a gradual extension 
from the centre, but as a series of what 

were at first isolat ed settlements around 
the harbour. The first municipalities were 

established in these suburban communities, 
which developed something of a tradition 

of local independence. 

Glebe, incorporated as a municipality 

in August, 1859, was fully occupied with 

the task of paving and lighting its 

streets and collecting garbage. More 
ambitious Council functions, free libraries 
and child welfare services, were not rea

lised in Glebe until 1882. The principal 

streets, watered with salt water, were lit 

by 308 gas lamps in 1887 and when, at the 
municipal elections i n 1905, a majority of 

Glebe electors voted in the affirmative 

to the question "Are you in favour of the 
borough being lighted by electricity?", 

the gas lamps disappeared fore ver from the 

Glebe landsca pe. 

Thomas Denby Glasscock 

( 1862-1944) 

The growth of the occupation of Town 

Clerk, Borough Engineer and Inspector of 
Nuisances were undoubtedly important forces 

in setting standards of administration and 
implementing policies. Thomas Denby 

Glasscock was born in 1862, the son of a 

Glebe harnessmaker, and received his 

education at St. Barnabas denominational 
school. He joined Glebe Counci l as a 

messenger at 8/- a week in 187 6, when 

Glebe's green fields were being carved up 
as the process of residenti a l development 

intensified and Council was busily engaged 
in kerbing and guttering the streets that 

laced the suburb. In his reminiscences, 
Glasscock recalled that at that time 

numerous mansions such as Hereford House, 
Strathmore, Arden, Avona, Venetia and 

Toxteth House dotted the landscape, and 
omnibus proprietors daily washed their 

horses in the pond near the junction of 

Glebe Road and Broadway . In 1884 Glasscock 
was appointed Town Clerk,a position he held 
until his retirement in 1933; and during 

his 49 years as Town Clerk he left his 

i ndelible ma rk on the general administra

tion of Glebe Council, which had a 

reputat i on for being one of the most 
efficiently administered local areas in 

N.S.W. 

Local government in N. S . W. was relatively 
free of party politics unti l 1920 , when 

ninety-two candidates endorsed as A.L.P. 



stood at the municipal elections 

throughout Sydney and twenty-four Labour men 

were successful. Glasscock witnessed a 
fundamental change in the elected representa

tives of Glebe in December 1925, when ten 
of the twelve successful candidates were 

A.L.P. representatives. Labour gained 
control of Sydney's inner suburban councils 

in 1928, and at the time the Secretary of 

the Local Government Association, Arthur 

Bluett, claimed that the introduction of 

party politics into municipal affairs 
would reduce the efficiency of local admini

stration. "Party politics should have no 

concern in the municipal affairs of this 
State", Bluett declared, "and if important 

local matters are to be administered on 
party lines, the system will nullify the 

fundamental principles of local government 

which are that municipal affairs should 
be administered in the best interests of 

the ratepayers. What has party politics 

to say to the expenditure of the rates on 
essential municipal services?" (S.M.H. 

23.11.1928 p.13). 

The affairs of Glebe Council were at 
a low ebb in the years from 1927 to 1929. 

Allegations of bribery and corruption 

against some aldermen, wild scenes dis

rupting Council meetings and assaults 

during this period, when Bookmaker William 
Walsh was Mayor, greatly perturbed the 

ageing Glasscock in his final years in 
Council. Glasscock was for many years a 
staunch supporter of the Boy Scout move
ment and acted as treasurer for many Glebe 

charitable organisations. In his career 

with Glebe Council from 1876 to 1933 he 

had served under twenty different Mayors. 

Tom Glasscock, the doyen of town clerks, 
died on 30th October, 1944 and was buried 

with his wife Annie, who predeceased him 
on 30th January, 1934, in the Church of 
Engl.and section, Rookwood Cemetery. Annie 

Glasscock, like her husband, took a keen 

interest in community affairs and was for 

twenty years Superintendent of Sydney 

Central nursing division of St. John's 

Ambulance Brigade. 

In 1945 a Royal Commission was ap
pointed to consider the question of local 
government areas in the County of 

Cumberland, and a variety of al.arums and 
excursions on the political front resulted 

in a reduction of local authorities within 

the County from 66 to 40 in 1948. One of 

the suburban councils to lose its autonomy 
was Glebe, which came under the jurisdic
tion of Sydney City Council. 

Max Sol.ling 

--- --------

GLEBE 
PLAY 
GROUP 

We have held Playgroup at the Sydney 
City Mission Hall, 47 st. John's Rd., 

since its inception 3½ years ago and we 

are most grateful to Sister Dukes of the 

Mission. We are continuing to use the 

hall on the third floor of the building, 

butw:, are constantly on the look-out for 

ground floor accowmodation with access to 
outdoors. 

Here are our basic requirements:-

1. An indoor area not smaller than 15 

feet by 20 feet. 

2. An area to store our equipment (we 

have a large wardrobe, a smaller 

cupboard, painting boards and easels 
and a climbing frame.) 

3. Toilet facilities. 

4. A fenced outdoor area (We would love 

it to be sunny with a tree and some 

grass where we could have a sandpit 
and a swing.) 

We hold Playgroup twice a week, 
Tuesday afternoon and Thursday morning 

for two hours each session, but these 
times would be flexible. There are 

usually about a dozen mothers and 

fifteen children at eachsession. 

We can pack our equipment into a 

fairly small space after each session so 

that it would not get in the way for the 

rest of the week. Somewhere to boil a 

kettle would be nice though not 
essential. We could only afford a small 

rent. 

If any of the Bulletin readers have 

somewhere like this or know of somewhere, 
we would be most grateful if you would 

contact us through Annette Evans, 660.3386. 



THE 
BULLETIN 
In July, 1969, Sandra and Robert Darroch 
edited the first "Glebe Society News 
Ilu lletin":- "The Roads group will look 
clos e l y into the Dept. of Main Roads 
Expressway proposals". 

Th e Darrochs continued Bulletin 
production until the end of 1970 when 
Eric Sa ndb lom took over and began offset 
print ing. Albert Mispel took ov er in 

August, 1971 , and continued (excepting 
for Nos. 4, 5 & 6 of 1972) until mid 
1974 when Ted McKeown stepped in. 

The editor's/producer's job is to 
writ e, bully, cajole and edit articles, 
and arrange typing and layout and art 
work in p reparation for the printer. 
(Scissors, paste, Letraset, and 
cartridge paper spread all over the 
place for one or two evenings!) Anyone 
who would like to see the layout being 
done , p lease ring Ted. 

The p repared cartridge sheets go to 

Albert Renshaw, who takes them to Snap 

Instant Printing. Printing takes two 
days, and costs about $20 or $25 for 
four hun dred copies of a 4 page issue. 
Any photos used cost an a ddit ional $10 
to process. 

One hundred copies approximately are 
sent to welfare groups and other inter
ested bod ies, and 347 to members. Albert 

Renshaw then delivers the Bulletin to 

the Gl ebe Community Care Centre for 
folding; he collects it and arranges 
addressing envelopes by a faithful band 
of seven or eight members. He also 
arranges the placing of copies into 
enve lopes and delivers them to distribut

ors around Glebe (about seventeen in 
number). 

VERY IMPORTANT FOOTNOTE: The McKeown's 

are withdrawing from their job on the 
Bulletin after the issue following the 
A.G.M. this year (1975). 

Volunteers for the position of 
editor would be most welcome. 

The job is constant although not 
difficult and can be very interesting 
and rewarding. 

GREEN BA.NS? • 

The Glebe Society was represented at 
a h a stily c onvened meeting o f residen ts ' 

g r o ups called by the N.S. W. Br anch of th e 
Builders' Labourers' Federa t i on at t he 

Trad es Hall on Wednesday, 26th March. The 
purpose of the meeting was t o e xplain the 
disbanding of the N.S.W. Branch an d i ts 
merg er into the Federa l body. Emphas is 

was placed on t he precarious position of 

green bans . 

(It is as well to recall that most ; if 
not a ll of the g reen bans imposed by t h e 

N.S.W.B.L.F. were impo sed at the request 
of res i dents ' groups, who were a nd are un 
a b le t o obtain redress by mo re "legitimate " 
me ans . ) 

J oe Owens, J ack Mundy, t heir colleagues 
and s upporters could no l onger gua ra ntee 
green ba n s, bu t wou l d urge the Federa l body 
t o main tain t h e m. 

It is evid ent that the f i rst green bans 
to be seriousl y cha llenged will be a tri a l 

of strength for the resident action move
ment, and it is now mo re important t h an 
ever for residents ' g r o ups t o keep i n 
contact and l end each oth e r support by 
every possible means . 
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An y Old Iron? 

New home required for Japanese Maple tree 

(4' high in the g round). Present position 
is too hot and unsuitable. 660 .3917 -
McKEo owns . 



FOR YOUR DIARY 
'.]fl 'T'U TWT,Y , 19TI I 11P RIL , 2 P. '·1. GLEBE SOC IE TY 

!IT STOPY \·,ALI< with Max So l l ing, to we l come 

NEW MEMBERS . Would new a nd ol d memb e rs 

p lease gather ou t side the main gate s o f 
St . Scholast ic a ' s Col lege , 2 Avenue Roa d . 

Aft e r t he walk, afternoon t ea wi l l be 

se r ve d at Ka te and Be r na r d Smith' s , 23 

Ave nue Poad . You c an a l so tas t e t he 

win e t hat ' s to be bottl ed o n Saturd ay, 
17 th May . 

Sl',TURD!\Y , 19TH APRIL , even ing , I. S . R. A.G . 

workin g night at t he '1eth od ist Chri stia n 

Commun ity Ce nt r e , 19 Tox t e th Roa d fo r 

"G r een Bans Day". Po s ters , leaf l ets , 

ba nn er s , etc . wil l b e produced. Bring 

equ ipment if po ssib le. I . S .R.A. G. 
enqu ir i es p lease ri ng Joye Wa ll ac e 
660 . 0137 

l~EDNES DAY, 23RD APRIL , 8 P . M. Join in th e 

Dement ed Me la ncho l ia o f the pl ay r ead

ing g r oup , (at Al bert Renshaws' , Uni t 

14 , 2 Ma r y Street ) , as t hey p l ough 

t hrough the har rowing t a le of the g rea t 

Egypti an Queen who , perh a ps not un 

wi ll ing l y , e v e n tua ll y sh u ffl es off thi s 

mo r t al coi l due to a se l f - i nf li c t ed 

ove rd o s e of t he as p ics. Ye s, it ' s J oh n 
Dryden' s i mmort a l c lass ic "ALL FOR 

LOVE ". (If you can g e t hold o f a cop y 
o f the book , p l ease br i ng i t ) . 

Enquir ies t o Al be r t on 660 . 0682 

SATURDAY, 26TH APRI L , 8 P. M. "An Ev e n i ng 

with Antiqu es and Art" a t Mrs. M. Bake r' s 

home, 18 Va leri e Av e nue , Seve n Hi ll s . 

R.S.V.P. 20 th Ap r il 798.5204 . Supper 
$3 .00. Info r ma l ta lks by exper ts , and 

i t ems on d i s pla y . (A s hfie ld a nd Dist r ict 

Hi stor ica l Soc i e ty) 

SUNDAY , 27TH APRIL, C. R.A. G. GREEN BANS 

RALLY, Sydney Town Ha ll. Wa tch pres s 

rele a ses fo r comme nc e ment time. 

SATURDAY, 3RD r-cr,y , CO H'EE :-10R~; n;c; with 

Ma r i a n and Ra ndal Jones , a t 27 

Ma ns fie l d S t ree t . Coffee, tea and 

bi scu its are the u sual 20¢ . 10 . 30 a .c,. 

- 12.3 0 p . rr .. 

MONDAY , 5TH MAY , 7 . 30 P . ~1. SOCI AL ACT IV ITIES 
COMMI TTEE invi tes me ,nbe rs t o come alonq 

un d air t heir v iews o n wha t th e •; wo ul d 

like organ i zed th is ye a r . The meet i ng 

will be at Ca t h y an d Ian Pick l es ' home , 

50 Tox t e t h Road. Soci a l act iv itie s ar e 
i ,npor tant to t h e Soci et c' f or c1e:nbe rs t o 

me e t one another . 

THURSDAY , 8TH MAY, I. S . R . A. G. GREEN BAN S 

c!ARC!l. ~leet i n Ma rtin Pla ce a t 4 .30 
p.m. 

SUNDAY , llTI! )li\Y , Ga rcie ning Group meets 

( see p r evious Bul letin) Lewis !load 

Ga rde n and the Mc Kiern a n ' s gar den. 

SATURDAY, 17TH MAY, 2 P . ~i. ITS ON ! l'i in e 

bo ttl ing wi l l happe n at 17 Al exand ra 

Ro ad wi th Hil ary a nd Tony Larkum . Bri n g 

you r own cl e an bo t t le s f o r the fi ll. 

SATURDAY, 7 TH JUNE, 10 . 30 .'\ . M.- 1 2 . 30 P . M. 
Co ffe e mo rning at Gwe n a nd Jeanett e 

Knox' s , 26 Vic to r i u Ro ad . You know the 

detai l s about coffee , e tc ! 

SUl).'DAY, 8TH cJ UNE. Ga rde n i ng Gro up meets 

at the Ahl st on ' s , 58 Toxte tr. Road , 2- 30 

p . m. Mr. Conley of R.ll . S . i s t he s peake r. 

SATURDAY, 21ST J UNE , Gle be Societ y An nual 

BI RTHDAY PARTY (6 year s o ld) at Hilary 

an d Tony La r ku m' s house, 17 Al e x and r a 

Roa d . See el sewh e re for det c1 i. l s . 

Sund ays, 9 . 00 a. m. Tenn is a t Pid cock 

St reet, Cam pe rd own Co ur ts . Ring Max 

Se ll i ng {Wk : 2.0545 e xt . 306 o r home : 

660 .11 60) i f you wou l d l ike to pla y . 

MISCELLANY 
In our la s t bulle t in yo u no ticed a note 

that Lei c hha r d t Council request ed comme nts 

a bout trees i n ou r munic ipali ty . If you 

h a ven't wri t ten yet, a nd wo uld like to 
give your o pinions on the de sirabil i t y (or 

wh a tev er ) o f t rees , DO I T NOW ! The Town 

Clerk , Leichha rd t Munic ipal Co un c i l, Town 

Hal l, Norton Street, Leichhard t. 

A garden inspec t ion will be arra nged 

fo r 6th September, 197 5 , o f ga r de ns i n Gl ebe . 

Th e Paddingto n Societ y 's g r oup extended 

their hospitality on 6 th April, an d we wou l d 

l ike to r etu rn the c ompliment and include 

g r oups from o t h er subu r bs on that day . 

Th e s pecia l s chool f or Au t ist ic Chi l d r en , 

at 274 John s o n Street Ann a nda le, wou ld 
welcome ro l un teers o n a regu lar bas is (on e 

day a wee k o r f o r tn igh t ) t o ass i s t t e a che r s 

du r ing the s chool da y . The h ea d t ea cher 

wou ld be g l a d to a rr a nge a v isit an d dis
cu s s ion befor e c omm i tmen ts a re ma de. Ple ase 

t el ephone Mrs. Gwe n Mo r ga n o n 827 .3623 be

twe e n 9 . 00 a . m. and 3 . 00 p.m . 



The Glebe Society needs its members 
now, to volunteer for many small jobs and 
tasks that make the Society efficient and 

ef f ective, e.g. roster to attend Leichhardt 

Municipal Council meetings; pollution 

monitors , etc. If you are dissatisfied 

with the Society, it may mean you are now 

r eady to work for it and understand it 

better . If you are sat isfied, volunteer 
and enjoy working with other people whilst 
increasing your knowledge. 

Jim Coombs (secretary) invites you t o 
ring him 660 .0026 (H), 27 .2868 (W) o r call 
at 16 Eglington Street, Glebe. 

WHAT 

THEY DID 
The mana g ement committee m~t on 2?d March, 

1975 and discussed the following topics . 

* Jim Coombs and Jeanette Knox attended 

a joint meeting with the Ann~ndale and 

Balmain Associations , where it was agreed 

to co-ordinate reports of Leichardt 

Council meetings. 

* Another House and Gardens Inspection 

day is be i ng pla nned for October this 
year. (The previous inspection was an 
outstanding success). 

* Jim has had replies from ministers 

(but none from Mr. Fife at the time of 

writing) concerning the railway mono
graph. 

* It is hoped to increase the activity 
lev e l of the Society's sub-committees. 

These include history, popular planning 
and environment. 

The Society regularly receives bulletins 

from the Department of Urban and Reg ional 

Dev elopment ("Community"), Balmain Asso

ciation, Annandale Association, Paddington 

society, Ashfield and District Historical 
Society, and the National Trust. 

NOWWE 

ARE SIX 
For our birthday celebrations this year, 

we decided to try and beat escalating 

ca tering prices and make this an after-dinner 

social. There will be music and danc ing , 

followed by drinks and light refreshments. 

Help to make this a successful occasion 
by booking your tickets early from Cathy 

(660.4924) or Hilary (660.7030). 

Birthday cakes are needed for t he occasion, 

so all you good cooks p lease overwhelm Hilary 
with yo ur promises to bring a cake (or a 

supper-time dish). Ring Hilary please. 

WELCOME 
Welcome to the following new members: 

Gillian MITCHELL 

Maria WARGENAU 

Jean JOHNSTON 

Norman and Mary BANCKS 

Narelle RYAN 

Robert and Janet COOLEY 

Peter BOYD 

Meredith CHAMPION 

Lillian WILLIAMS 

Julian HANCOCK 

Louise WEST 

J GRIMSHAW 

Fred and Maria SIMMS 

Una MONCRIEFF 

Julie and Ian SMITH 

Jill and Ralph KAYE 

Susan and John WALL 



ASHES BACK! 
'rHE GLEBE SOCIETY Vs THE BALMAIN 

ASSOCIATION 

23rd March . 1975 

(F r om our s porting correspondent with 

apologies to t h e l ate Sir Neville Ca rdus) 

In view o f the poor record of the 

wea t her fo r t his f i xtur e, it was with 

disbel i ef tha t The Glebe Society took the 

field in perfect weather. Br i ght sun
shine added to our optimism, and the 

de l ightfu l setting of Birchgrove Oval 
stirred the thinning cricketing bloo d o f 
The Gl ebe. 

The Societ y employed a varied at tack 

with great success , and a s low outf ield 
resulted in only two of the Balmainers 

(Ken Oates 16, and Rich ard Norman 12) 

making double figures. They totalled 
59. Look a t the bowling figures -

Sorrensen 1-1 (watch out Wal Fife ! ); 

Plowman 3-5; So l ling 2-3 (that's history) ; 

Secretary Coombs 2- 6 (over- bowled tho'); 

and Rick Sand blom 2-8! Rod Mannett (never 
played before) took a mighty catch at 
square leg . 

After lunch under the trees wi th our 

opponents, we batted. Once l awyer Tzannes 
was removed from umpiring, the score moved 

on - but the match-winning stand of 42 was 
hit up by Don P l owman 28 and Jim Coombs 

(who stuck th e re for 26). Others who star

red were Peter Moye 7, Ross Tzannes 6 , non
cr i cketer Hammett 6 and·Ra l ph Kaye , who 

scored 3 base ball runs in professiona l 
style . 

Fine bowling performances for Balmain 
- Errol Pickard 4 - 28; Reid 3- 10; Mcc a nn 
2- 20 and Oates 2- 12 - prevented The Soc iety 
fro m clocking the ton . 

THE SCOREBOARD 

THE BALMAIN ASSOCIATION 

Porter C • Perumal 

Mccann 

Pickard 

K. Oates c. Hammett 

G. Stevenson (C) 
Norman c. Sorrensen 

M. Stevenson 

McDonald 

Reid 

Garder c . Plowman 

N. Oates 

b. P l owman 5 

b. Plowman 1 

b. Sall i ng 6 

b. Sandblom 16 

lbw. Selling 0 

b. Sal l ing 12 

b. Coombs 6 

lbw. Sandblom 0 

b. Coombs 1 

b . Sorren s en 4 

not out 0 

Sun dries (B3 , W5) ___§_ 

59 

Fall: 5, 10, 16, 16 , 40, 45, 46 , 54, 59, 5 9 

Bowling: 0 

Moye 3 
Salling 3 

Perumal 3 
Plowman 4 
Palethor pe 1 

Coomb s 4.2 

Sa nd b l om 3 

Sorrensen 2 

THE GLEBE SOCIETY 

Perumal 

Coombs (C) c. Pickard 
Moye 

Tzannes 
Plowman c . ? 

Solling 
Palethorpe 

Sandblom 

Sorrensen 
Hammett 

Ka ye c . ? 

M 

1 

1 

lbw . 

b. 
b . 

b. 
b . 

b . 
c. & 

b . 

b . 
not 

b. 

R 

9 

w 

3 2 

16 
5 

3 

3 

6 2 

8 2 

1 1 

Pickard 

Mccann 
Pickard 

Oa t es 

1 

26 
7 

6 
Mcc ann 28 
Reid 2 
b. Reid 5 
Pickard 0 

Picka rd 0 

out 6 
Re i d 3 

Sundries (B6,W7 , NBl) .li 

98 

Fall: 2, 21 , 29, 71, 77, 78, 80 , 80 , 87, 98 

Bowling : 0 M R w 
Pickard 5 28 4 

G. St e venson 4 2 6 
K. Oates 2 12 1 
Mccann 2 20 2 
Reid 3 . 6 10 3 
Normun l 3 
M. Stev enso n 1 6 

'he Clebe Soc iety won by 39 runs. 


