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ONLY 100 FEET HIGH 

The Glebe Society has never expressed any 

intention to banish existing industry from Gle be , 

particularly where such industry provide s local 

e mployment . The Society has shown concern how ­

-ever when industry has demonstrated litt le or no 

concern for surrounding residential amenity (e .g. 

parking trucks on footpaths, midnight to dawn shifts, 
undue noise, smoke or smell) . 

As the Society appreciate s the importance of 

maintaining a socio-economic residentia l mix in 

inner-city suburbs, some inconvenience from ind us­

-try , if it he lps to maintain thi s mix , has to be 

tolerated. 

However, a new type of industry is moving 

into i nner-city suburbs blessed (or is it c urs e d ? ) 

with wa terfrontage. This is t he highly aut omated, 
heavy traffi c generating, loa ding and storage facil ­

-ities re lated to shipping. Among these are container 

ter '.ninals, container storage and repa ir depots and 

cement, concrete and coal fac ilities. The s e indust ­

-rie s are replacing the older , re latively quieter and 

more labour intensive low-rise industries (such a s 

timber- yards a nd small shi p-bu.ilding and repairing 

yards )and replacing them with ONE HU NDR ED 

FOOT wa ll s around our wate rfront . These ne w 

facilities are heavily floodlit for all ni ght operation 

and ge nera te inte nsive movement of large truc ks up 

the steep winding roads from the waterfront . 

Leichhardt Council reject s such applications 

where it is able, but t oo often the Ministe r for Local 

Government, the Maritime Service s Board or the 

develope r , through the Local Gove rnment Tribunal, 

override councils decisions, pa rticularly where 

deve lopments of s uc h magnitude are concerned . 

We a re to ld that such deve lopment s benefit 

the whole c ommunity and it is implied that we would 

be selfish t o oppose them . Pray , what contribution 

are the more afflue nt s uburbs being called on to make 

towards the benefit of the whole community ? (Even 

suggest an airport north of the harbour a nd watch 
the reaction) . 

These industrial deve lopers a l so have a tend­

-ency to t rea t Local Government with contempt. 

Pione er Concrete, for example, promi sed to provide 

some public water access on it s Bla ckwattle Bay 

site but its plans do not show any indication of 
s uch access (The MSB knocked that on the head 
anyhow : see la st Bulle tin) . The y also promised to 

build within normal building h o urs as apply to a ny 

othe r deve lopment in the municipality - a promise 

br.oken from the v e ry be ginning of construction. 

Austra lian Port land C ement Ltd no~ want to 

build a serie s of cement silos on tl;e corner of 

Taylor St and Ferry Rd. To quote their applicat ion, 

"The height of the proposed s ilos has been restrict­

-eel to approx imate ly 100 feet t o reduce v isual 
i mpact " . Gee , Thanks A.P.C . . 

The Mariti me Services Board of NSW s tates , 

"The Board cons iders it desirab le that there s hould 

be efficient and economic handling a nd process ing 

of sea - borne materia l s s uch as ce ment, where t he 

material is of considerable economic s i gnificance 

:i n the maintenence and development of community 

facilit ies. The Board, therefore , supports the 
applicat i on by Australia n Portla nd C e ment Ltd. for 

the developrn13nt of a termina l for the handling of 

bulk cement wii:hin the Wat erfront Industrial Zon,,, 

of t he Blackwatt le Bay foreshore. " The M . S. B's 

concern for "community" is we ll known. It ' s part 

of t heir plan to make Glebe white - with cement 

d us t · · . 

CLEAN STREETS CAMPAIGN 

A successful meeting was held in 

December when Aldermen Sandblom a nd vVyner 

and representat ives of the Balmain Association 

were pres ent . Much useful discussion took 

place a nd the aldermen were very co - operative . 

It was agreed to hold a Clean-up March in con­

junct ion w ith t he Balmain Association. 

The next meeting of the Campaign will 

be on Tuesday, 19th February at 8 p.m. a t t he 

Colmans ' , 48 Boyce Street, when detailed plans 

for the March will be discussed. Please come 

a long and bring your fri ends - we want as many 

people as possible . 

A Thought for this Month - People often say, 

"There should be more litter bins" - and leave 

it at that. The Council are most wi lling to 

cons ide r requests for litter bins, the ir only 

condition being that y ou specify exactly where 
you want them . So if there is a spot near your 

home (or a nywhe re in Glebe that y ou happe n to 

have noticed) where you think a bin would be 

u seful , write t o the Council and ask them to 
put one there. Don 't wait for someone else to 

do i t. 
M.M . C. 

Let everyone sweep in front of his 

own door, and the whole world will be c lean -
Goethe. 

THE ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 

OF GLEBE, SYD1,JEY 

Bernard and Kate Smith 

This lmok is part of an important new trend in the 

study of urban architcctu rc. In thl! past few years, th~ 
many ind ividunls and public groups working to pre­

serve the bes, in At1s(ralia's older st1 burbs have con­
centrated less on saving i:;olatcd build ings from 

demolition, and more on n;viving whok districts. But 
the question 'Why bother?' st ill deserv12s to be answered. 
Bernard and KatC' Smith answe r it here with their 
account of the cmcrging character, appearance and 

functions of the subu rb that grew up on the Ot'iginal 

church land-the gkbe-of Sydney. 

T he resu lt is a bonk not on ly for students and 
tcachL:rs of architi..::ctu n:d history, but also for cvcryon t! 

whn i.: njoys looking at the buildin gs around him, or 
who wants to h:a rn how to look at them with fulle r 
apprt!ciation. 



THE CONSTITUTIOt'1' 

The Glebe Society - Constitution Amendments 

Para. 5 IS -,11 i ffl! 1 f $'.IF 

- "f=c.m\\" 
Suggest change de finition of .ij * ZfiS 
member t o : 

Hou s ehold@, (covering two or more 

persons living at the sa me address. 

Payment of the hou sehold subscription 

entitles a ll members of the house hold to 

partic i pa te in Society functions; two 

member s to v ot e a t a ny or all elections; 

the hous e ho ld to receive one copy o f 

each issue of the bulletin and one copy 

of any other printed materia l distributed 

gratis t o members of the Society. ) 

Para, 7 " ••• all convenors of sub-committees , 

and groups associated with the Society, 

are members . . . " (add underlined section) . 

Para. 9 " . •• Vacancies on the mana gement 
committee, and t he position of auditor, 

may be fill ed betweenA.G.M. ' s " (add 

underlined section). 

Para .10 Turn this pa ra. into two paragraphs, 
called (i) and (ii) . 

(i) to be the present para .10; 

(ii) to be: "Any two membe rs of the 

Society may nominate a suitably 

qua lifie d pe rson o r group of pe r s ons as 
a uditor (s ) to the Society. Such 

nomi nat ion sha ll be s i gned by the two 

members and shall bear the written 

consent of the per son (s ) and sha ll be 

posted to reach the Secretary at least 

fourteen da ys before the Annua l Genera l 

Meeting. Notice shall be sent to each 

member before the Ann ua l General 

Meeting of the names of persons 

correctly nomina ted. If no nominations 

are received prior to the AGM then 

nominations may be called for at the 
AGM " . 

Para . 11 Third line , a lter "members" to "persons " . 

Para . 13 Insert "or groups " between "Sub­

committees " and "a s " . 

Contents: Introduction; The Gkbe Lands; The First 
Es tate~ and thei r Reg..:ncy H~uses; The Post-Reg1.mcy 

Style m Glebe; Ecclesiastical Architecture and the Pic­

turesque Style ; The Italianate Style; Civic anti Com­
me rcial ,A rchitecture to 1890; The Federation Style ; 
Append ices ; Glossary; Index, Illustrated with 214 
plates , 

The authors: Dr Bernard Smith is Director of the 

Power Inst itu te of Fine Arts and Power Professor of 

Contemporary Art at the University of Sydney , His 
earlier books include Plact.', Taste and Tradition 

( 1945 ), Ertropean Vision and lhc S011/ I, Pacific ( J 960 ) 
and A 11stra/ia11 Painting 1789- 1970 ( 197 1 ) . Kate .Smith 
is activdy interested both' in architecture and in com­

munity problems,, 

BIDURA 

Child We lfa re (De pa rt ment of Yout h 

and Community Service s) i s experi menting with 

voluntary he l p. The children would be nefit if 

adu lt s c ould v o lunt e er regula r visits t o "Bidura " 

t o give the m more individual attention and 

possibly structure the mixed age-groups to 

successfully carry through simple games. 

The children are experiencing 

i n stitutional st re ss, deprivation and frustration; 

they re s pond readily t o interest shown by adu lt s. 

If you are inte re sted and can cope in that 

situa t ion, Julia McConnachie (6 60 7605) and 

Alison McKeown (660 3 917) could fill you in on 

the de t a ils, and you can ring Mr. Mayhe w (Child 

Welfa re 219 9714) who ove rsee s voluntary 

workers. 

During the week the children youn ger 

than pre-school age a re at a loose end, but at 

the weekend a ll a ge groups up t o teenage a re in 

need of s ome attention a nd fun. 

AMcK. 

Seen last week in the vege tab le 

garden of t he Joss House - Halcyon sancta , 

the Sacred Kingfis he r, gorging itself on li zard s 
and beet le s . 

Bi g fish eat ing little fish ea ting lit tle 

fish may be t h e law of the ocean (but the seas 

a re still fu ll of litt le fish) . The giant mouths of 

our systems of government a re about t o gobb le up 

our municipalities and create larger areas . The 

arguments for this are mainly economic , t h ough 

one sus pects the progressive actions of many 

Sydney councils over the pas t few years ( in 

spite of , or becaus e of , the sbw e ro sion of the 
power of Loca l Governmen1l are being seen a s a 

thre at to the larger fish . 

In Glebe we look forward t o decisions 

a ffe cting our area being ma de in Botany Town 
Hall (behind clos E:d doors?) . It could be "ba ck 

to square one " for the work we have b e en trying 

t o do over the pas t five years . If the big fish 

don't like the antics o f the sma llest fi sh of a ll -

residents, - they "ain't he a rd nothing yet'. " 



FOR YOlJR DIARY 

:uesday , 12th Fe bruary: the PLAY READING 

fraternity wi ll start the year's activitie s in a 

serious mood with an Ibsen play, Pillars of 

the Commun ity. Time : 8 o'clock. Place: 

Loui s e Worsley ' s , 9 Boyce Street . Some 

copies of the play wi ll be available, but please 

brin g your own if you can (there is a Penguin 

Ib s e n w hich includes Hedda Gabler, Pillars of 

the Community, and the Wild Duck, should 

you wish to add to your personal library). 

Them is a longis h li s t of cha racte rs, so you 

will be assured of a part if you come a long, 

and one or two extra male voices wou ld be 

part icu larly warmly welcomed. 

Thursday, 14th February : COMMUN ITY SERVICES 

FORUM a t Evan and Julia McConnochie ' s, 

50 Boyce Street , 8 p.m. To discuss what role, 

if any, the Glebe Society cou ld play in social 

welfare. Guests of honour: Mrs . Marjorie 

Bull, Leichhardt Council' s com mu nity social 

worker and Dr. Sue Morey , Director of the 

G lebe Community Care Centre . 

Friday, l,Sth February: Goonathon and Games 

Ni_ght . Yes ffolkes '. The Goon Shows sta rt 

at 7 pm a nd go on for as l ong as t here is anyone 

here to list e n. There i s al s o a bit of Tony 

Hancock, Hoffnun g a nd P .D .Q. (Prett y Damn 

Quee r) Bac h for those wh o may prefer less e r 

humourists. If y ou thi nk that sitti ng a round like 

a doll y on a st ick li s tening to Goon Shows is not 

s omething for which you w ould like to have a 

reputat i on then come alon g with a game to play -

c a rds, jigsaw pu zzle s, scrabble, monopoly, 

my sterious th ing,:; that come apart and a re then 

im possib le to put back together. But come a long 

a nyway - no charge. Location: Unit 14 , 2 Mary 

Street, G lebe Point . 

Tues day , 19th Fe bruary : C lean Streets 

Campaiq n Meeting . See elsewhere in 

Bulle tin for deta ils. 

W ELCOM E TO NEW MEMB ERS 

Welcome t o the following new members: 

Jann Beadle, June Durie, Joy Lee, Alan Sykes , 

Lorra ine Hogan, Colin Mendelsohn, Dona ld and 

Bronwyn Pl owman, Gillian Banbury, Ernest 

\Nindschutel, Dorothy Coates, Les le y Fras e r, 

Eilee n Lace_y, Vandon Workman, Eric and Katie 

Gidney , Rosemary Bassett, Mr, J.B. Sh-annon . 

Wednesd ay, 20th February: the Socia l Activities 

Grou p will meet a t Margaret Papapetros ' s , 

66 Toxteth Road, a t 8 o'clock. Only tent ative 

plans for the year 's activitie s have been made, 

so do come along with your ideas of what 

you'd li ke t o have a rrange d for this year. 

friday, 22nd Februa ry and Friday, 1s t March: 

Visit s have been arranged to Sydney Observ­

atory . Numbers a re limited to 15 for each 

v i s it, so the first thirty people to s ay the y 

would li ke t o go will be the lucky ones (I 

have some names already). Please advise 

Jea nne tt e Kn ox (660 7781) a s soo n as pos sible, 

i ndi cat ing your preferred Friday. I need to 

have definite figures by 7th and 14th February 

respectively, since, if the bookings are not 

fu lly us ed, we mu st advi se the Observa t ory 

a fortnight beforehand . The inspection starts 

at 8.30 p . m. sharp , a nd wil l be h e ld. 

irrespective of weather conditions. I suggest 

we mee t at the Observatory no later than 

8.20 p .m. 

Saturday, 2nd March: Note your diary for 
coffee a t C la rice Morri s ' s most interest ing 

res idence, 45 Talf ourd Street. 

March 9th - l 0th: An overnight walk. Location, 

(probably Blue Gum Fore st), will be decided 

when I know who is going. 

~_i3.ster: A four clay wa lk, or a series of s hort 

wa lks fro m a fixed camp, somewhere down the 

South Coa st. No more than one hundred and 

thirty ni ne pa rtic ipants wi ll be accepted so book 

early . 

All bookings and enquirie s to Albert Renshaw at 

P.O. Box 10 0 , Glebe , 2037; or by phone to 

259 0454 during business hours. 

WHEENY WALK ' n' CAMPIN '. 

For those people who en joyed the trip 

to Bungonia last year, and those who wou ld have 

if they cou ld , here are a few more energy ­

sapping, spirit-reviv ing , activities for 1974. 

February 24th, Sunday: A barbecue/picnic/wa lk 

in and near Little Wheeny Creek . The p lace is 

pretty and t here are generally lots of b i rds 

about. The creek is only about a foot deep at 

its deepest in the area where we will park the 

cars - deep enough for things to fl oat; sha llow 

enough for the ch ildren to paddle safe ly and 

splas h. For la rge r people there i s more than 

enough space to walk, run, c rawl, phi losophise 

and/or s leep. 


