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A FREEWAY IS STILL AN EXPRESSWAY 

We have an i ronical situation with the North 

-Western Expre ssway. While this proposal has 

been the r oot of our a ctivities throughout the 

Municipality, our whole approach to the Expres

-sway question has be en to argue against the 

who le radial d esign of all the expressways and 

their effect on the future of all Sydney . The 

e ffort has borne some fruit in that our arguments 

have spread and c;:iained support from many quar

-ters . 

It is now li kely t hat the whole system will 

be reviewed and more enlightened solutions t o 

transportation problems will be implemented. 

However, The North-Western stil l threa tens . 

Sir Charles Cut le r has recently stated that the 

protesters have left their protest too late (he 

proba b ly c ouldn 't hear them from hi s count ry 

elect orate ) and off the record comments fr om 

other sources have informed us th.at t oo many 

of the contracts for c onst ruction have already 

been let . 

The gene ra l feeling is that it has already 

gone too far t o be stopped. This i s tied in w ith 

the belief that the North-\Nestern Expressway 

is a continuat ion of the a lmost completed ·west 

- ern Dist ribute r . Except for motorists who 

desire trave l from the Northern suburbs, over 

the Harbour Bridge, through Leichhardt JViuntc-

-·ipa lity a n c\ back to th8 Northern s uburb s (its 

final clest inati.on) , the connection would be 

little used. 

The mai n purpose of the North-Wes t ern 

Cxpre ssway is to fre e Darling Harb o ur, Rozelle 

i:lncl Blackwa ttle Ba ys of bridges so, i n the 

w ords o f the Sydney Strat e gic Pla n, "that Sydney 

remain Australia ' s greatest city, commercia l 

c entre and port " . Our sacrifice wo u ld not be 
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for t raffic but for port facilities (s e e a l so the 

Maritime Service Board' s "Port Redevelopment 

·Plan for Sydney -1 966 -"). 

Th i s Municipality has made enough sacrifice 

to traffic, trucki ng and shi pping (all we ne ed 

now is an airport). If the Stat e Governme nt 

wants t o get rid of res ide ntial uses and c ement 

in all the waterfront of this municipality it 

should at leas t say so instead of subject ing us 

to the tortures which a re s low ly being forced 

upon us. 

Mr Tom Ure n , the f ederal M i nister for 

Urban and Regi ona l Development, has made 

various pub li c sta tements recently about the 

us e lessness of radial urba n e xpresswa y s. The 

Society has sent him s evGral letters and tele

-grams since his e lection, seeking a statement 

of his intended action on the North - Western 

Expressway. We a re still awaiting his reply . 

The Nort h - Western , which plugs into t he 

heart of t he city a t t he s i de steps of the Sydney 

Town Hall i n Druitt Street, is one of the least 

justifiable of all the radial expre ssways. 

We have p laced our hope s in many high 

temples, but the only positive action so far 

has c ome from Mr Jack Mundey and his "qreen" 

bans, 
Albert lVli s pe.l 

--~---_..---- ~-·..;.,:. ~ ' ··- · .. -

ME1\11BERSHIP 

\Nelcome to th e fo llowing new members: 

Bruce and Sue VV-ilson, Lind s a y and Je a nnie 

Foy le, Fra n k Hofman, Graeme Kerr idge, Marga ret 

J eram, John Georgiad i s, Jim a nd Margaret 

Coomb s , Ian and Kathy Pickle s , Leon Pr ollins. 

Pho ne 660 3529 or 660 6149 

Annua l Subscriptions: Ordinai-y $2; Family $3; Student S0c/; Pensioner 50</ 

ME!VIBERS PLEASE NOTE: A REp. CIRC LE I-n::m: MEANS YOUR SUBSCRI PTION IS NOW DUI: . 

--·- ·--- --- - ---- --- - -- ----- -------------- -

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

( commence 
I wish to ( renew membe rshi p of the G lebe Society. 

NAME: .. • . . .. . . . . . . ... . ...... . ..... . . ... PHONE . , . .. . .. .. . 

)\D_DRf.SS_: . . . . . . . . ..• • ........ . .. . .... . . .. . .... . .... . ..•.... . . .•.•. . • • • , •.•. 

I enclose c heque/postal ,1ote/cash for • • .. • .•...... . . ... for my annua l subscription as an 
orcl1nary/fanuly/student/pensioner member . 



PLANNING IN LEICHHARD T MUNI C IPALITY 

This is the second of a s e rie s of Bulletin articles 

dealing with the present planning process in the 

Municipality. 

EFFECT OF THE INTERIM CODE, 

Under the previous C ounc il the old building code 

had re sulted in the c ons truction of many buildings, 

particularly flats and lodging houses , which was 

rapidly threate nin g t o change the whole character 

of the Municipality . 

Most of these buildings had been a llowe d with 

little or no regard to their effect on neighbouring 

properties in the matter of sca le and de s ign . As 

well, s cant cor1sideration was g iven t o other town 

planning principles such a s appropriate site 

densitie s hav ing s ome relati ons to any ove rall 

plans for an area or areas. 

We are still seeing the conseque nces of thes e 

irre spons ib le development a p prova ls as seve ra l 

last mi nute approvals by the old Council have 

only recently begun c onstruction. Unfortunately 

the practical effect of a deve lo pme nt approval 

is that the developer usually ha s up t o two years 

to begi n actua l construction . Approva l s , once 

g iven , cannot be re voked. 

With the e lection of the new Counci l i n Oct ober 

1971, a free ze was pla c ed on all new deve lop

ment. Howe ver, i n January 1972, Council 

a dopted "inte rim code s for t he :,iting, des i gn 

a nd erection of resi cl E:ntial bui!cl \ nc: s w ithin the 

Munic i pa lity of Le i chharclt". 

Council stated thctt it was it s i ntention "tha t 

the e ici f;ti ng scale and character of t he Munic 

i pal ity be maintained, unt il such time as com 

prehen s ive development control policie s have 

been adopted, wh ic h w ill encourage a wide 

ra nge of building ty.pes and intens itie s of 

deve lopme nt in appropriate areas w ithi n the 

Municipality by means of population dens ity 

control, wh ich are compatible with land form 

and with e x isting build i ngs". 

The ba s ic objects of the se c odes are as follows : 

(a ) To preserve and, where poss,ible, i mprove 

the existing ame nity of the Municipality. 

(b) To preserve and, where possib le, i mprove 

the a menity of occ upant s of a djoining and 

ne ighbouring properties . 

(c) To pre serve , as far as possib le, the scenic 

view for the proposed dev elopment and for 

adj oi ning and other properties. 

(d) To ma intain adequate day li ght and sunlight 

to existing and futu re build ings. 
(e ) To improve and e nhance the civic scene. 

For all type s of dwell ings one basic code has 

bee n adopted: this is a floor space ratio of O. 8. 

As we ll , there is a height limitation of two 

res idential stories with parking underneath. 

This means ~n effect, that any new deve lo pme nt 

w ill house about the same number of people as, 

for example, the average ex i s ting houses in 

The :::;lebe, which has the highest density over 

the whole municipality . 

Generally s peaking, it is now quite uneconomic 

to pull down existing buildings of sound structure 

unle s s they are on large parcels of land a nd 

occupy only a small part of the site. 

Thus t he i nterim code has had the expected 

effect of stopping both demolitions and new, 

unsatisfactory building . The amount of new 

building fro m approvals under thi s code which i s 

n ow proceeding i s a good deal le s s t han before, 

but we are only now jus t be ginning to see the 

effect on design. It has taken developers quite 

a wh ile t o appreciate the possibilit ies, a nd 

approva ls are only bein g given a ft e r careful s t udy . 

By the end of 1973 we should be able to see 

import a nt complete d examples of buildings built 

under t he interim code a nd we c an ho pe t ha t we 

ha ve certainly seen the end of the destruction 

of ou r immediate urban e nfironment as we know 

it. 

By a dopting a n interim c ode Counc i. J. i s also in 

the favourab le posit ion of being F1ble t o s tudy 

it s effe cts over time and make appropriate 

ch a nges when a pe rma nent code is fina lly adopted. 

A,C.S. 

WEEKEND GARDENING GROUP 

At the Group's first meetin g on March 18th , it 

wa s decided to have alternate me etings in 

members ' gardens with visits t o nurseries, native 

gardens, etc. , to be arrange d for the remaining 
meetings. 

Accordingly, our next meeting will be a v i s it t o 

Swane's Nursery , Galston Road, Dura l on Sunday 

April 15th. We'll be t rave lling up by car a nd plan 

to gather a t t he Nursery at 10 a. m. Afte r seei ng 

over the nu rsery, members may like to plan their 

own picnic lunch, v i s it other nurseries in the 

area, or rush home to t heir own garde ns . 

TUST A REMINDER that e veryone interested in 

play ing tennis informally is invite d to join 

a group who play s at Camperdown Park 

Courts on most Sundays from 9 a.m. to noon. 

If you a re interested in having a game ring 

Max Solling (560 1160) for further details . 



FOR YOUR DIARY 

Sunday , 15th April: WEEKEND GARDENING GROUP 

visit to Swane ' s Nursery - see separate 
article. _ 

Wednesday, 18th April: Have DINNER WITH THE 

GLEBE SOCIETY at the Aurora Restaurant 

(corner of Junction Street and Pyrmont Bridge 

Road) - $2 per head , excluding drinks but 

.includi ng coffee - from 7 p. m. - seating is 

for 50 people,i.e . the first 50 to give their 
names to Alan Robertson (660 6149). 

Saturday , 5th May: a return COFFEE MORNING 

visit to the McKiernan 's, 181 Pyrmont Bridge 

Road, who have invited us for coffee at the 
usual time (10.30 -12 . 30). 

Monday, 7th May: next meeting of the SOCIAL 

ACTIVITIES GROUP at Pat Fowler ' s, 37 

Arcadia Road. We '11 be thinking about plans 

for the Birthday Party in July, and wondering 

what sort of activities members would like to 

indulge in during September and October. 

Come along - with ideas if you ha ve some, but 

we 'd be happy to see you even without'. 

Friday, 2 5th fvfay: (N .B . Change of date) 

8 o 'clock at Maureen and Adrian Colman's 

48 Boyce Street, for se lected WINE AND 

CHEESE . The first 50 people to get the ir 

$2. 00 and the enclosed form, du ly filled in, 

t o Anna Forknall will be the lucky ones. 

Saturday, 2nd June: COFFEE MORNING at the 

McKeown 's, 10 Albert Street, 10 . 30 - 12.30 

2 0¢' . 
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Following the eminently successful Music at 

St. John ' s in 1971 a nother concert has been 

arranged by Dr. Vincent Sheppard for 8 . 15 p. m . 

on Wednesday, 2nd May, 1973 . Blackett's 

bea.utiful and historic St. John's Church (c nr . 

Glebe Point and St. Johns Roads) will again be 

the setting ·- this time for a mixed chamber 
recit a l featuring the organ both as a solo 

in s trument and as an accompaniment for voice 

~e_r i.nstruments. Admission by donation. 

GLEBE SOCIETY BATTING 
Loga retire d 40 

Moye b. Kendall 5 

Anchor retired 40 

Solling c . Porter b.Gynon 13 

Strachan b. Pickard 3 

Renga lbw .G ibson 9 

Tzannes c . Kendall b . Rodgers 17 

Conlon c . ? b .Gibson 5 

Perumal c . Roge rs b . Gilmore 10 

Kosu lbw. Pickard 3 

Davies lbw. Gilmore 1 

Hooper n ot out 7 
Sundries 9 

162 

glebe society V balmain assocn. 

It is now several centuries since cricket was 

played on a green sward for the first time, and 

since then it has been played somewhere in the 

world, as the clocks have ticked and the earth 

has turned in its diurnal course, over decades 

without cease. But s ure ly nowhere did it seem 

more fitting than at Birchgrove Ova l last month 

when the G lebe Society played the Balmain 

Association. 

The weather was the way it is always supposed 

to be for such occasions; the ground was 

appropriately green; the view across the boats 

and the harbour was an adequately mystica l 

backdrop. Chi ldren and other spectators lolled 

under spreading trees - ah, wilderness were 

paradise enow. 

The Glebe Society batted first, with a magnific 

ently multiracial dis play of prowess that was 

quelled, in a c ouple of ca s es, only by the rule 

of compulsory retirement at 4 0. The somewhat 

above average number of batsmen out lbw could 

perhaps be a ttributed t o e xtreme determination 

to protect the wicket when , on occas ions, a 

ba l l was bowled close to it. But some more 

stimulated bowling after lunch brought the 

innings to a c lose for 162 runs, thanks to the 

batting order having been augmented by a 

generous loan of some e xtra men by Balmain. 

The Balmain As sociation went in t hen and put up 

a very solid performance. Ne vertheless, 

consiste nt bowling, particularly by Re nga a nd 

Anchor and. the very tight figu res of 2 for 2 by 

Sol ling, eventu3lly routed the bats men for a 

t otal of 130. Contrary to predictions rashly 

made at the time, the effects o f lunche on must 

have worn off the Glebe Societ y bowlers by the 

time t hey were nee ded. 

For all the hard work, which is t he chief asset 

of organisat:lon, credit goe s to David Porter of 

the Ba lmain Association and Ross Tzannes, 

Captain of the Glebe Socie ty team . But special 

award must be made t o Maureen Colman who 
mingled charm and good h umour with the con

centration of the scorer . 

It appears pretty certain that one of the 

memorable experiences of early next summer 

will be t he return match wh ich is eve n now 

being discussed by afficionados. More details 

of the score of this first heroic conte st are 

reproduced formally b elow: 

GLEBE SOCIETY BOWLING 

Anchor 3 wickets for 1 7 runs 

Moye 1 27 

Renga 4 23 

Loga 1 13 

Perumal 0 13 

Solling 2 2 

Tza nnes 3 
VJW 



ARCADIA ROAD GOES ARCADIAN 

If you wo uld like t o see an exc iti ng new happen 

i n g -- go t o Arcad ia Road w h ere y o u will find new 

trees be i ng planted in the CENTRE o f t he road. 

Members may be int eres ted t o learn how th i s 

c ame a b out : -

- Lat e la st year t wo res ide nts lett erboxed th e 

e nt ire street invit ing everyone to a me e t ing 

t o dis cus s "more trees i n Arcadia Road". 

- S ome fifteen pe o ple turned up a nd a re comm 

e nd a tion was ma df! that a scale pl a n be d rawn 

up showing tree s down the centre o f t he road 

(Lo nd on pl a ne s) and more t ree s betwe en 

exi stin g t rees on t he footpath (Hymenos por um 

fla vu m - or the na tive frangipanni) . Arcad ia 

Road ha s 12 ' footpa th s and 42 ' roadway - it 

ha s a d ead end. P.Pside nts offe re d to pay fo r 

the trees. 

- A pe tition t o C o unc i l wa s d raw n u p a nd take n 

t o a ll houses. 46 residents sicJned, repre 

s e nti ng 3 8 of the 45 ho uses i n t he .s tre e t . 

On ly t wo persons cle c linecl to s ign. 

- C o unc i l advise d rc, :c.i cle nt s t hat t ho Tro e 

Planting and Preservat ion Comm itt ee wou ld 

i n sp<c c t th e s treet.. On c e more• th e w h o le 

stree t was le tte rboxecl ad vis i ng rnsicle;·,t s 

w hen a nd wh e re they c oul d meet th e C om mittee 

Subse q uent ly t h 0, Com1ri i tlee recommend ed to 

Council that th r, project be a pproved . 

- Th e plantinc1 of th e, t ree s i s now proceed in g . 

c--:;u::e:c (N f ORJvL\TION & R[f[RPJ\L SLRVJC[ 

This sc-rv i ce has been establ ished lu pr •>'.! icl<c 

information to resiclen t. s c liou t. v c01 ·iuus socia l 

wc, lfare ac1encies wh ich can h,., Jp th,irn in timP s 

of crisis . There arc so many diffen, nt agencies, 

both CJO \,ernm en l c1ncl privatP, that prov id e hel p 

that il is diff icult to know just w i; c·rr.> 1.0 :,ta rt . 

The pr:=o ple wh, .1 staff t l1e In formatio n Reforrcd 

Se rv ice w i 11 g ive people th i s in forlllation and 

a rra n ge ap po in t1nr::nts , i f nc cr,s s ary , w ith the, 

welfam wo rke r s in -tlw apprcqxiate social 

w e lfare age ncy. 

Th is s ervi -·e i s sta ff e d by v olu !l t ec, r:3 . Sornr0 

were tra ined last year but more a rc• u1-gent ly 

needed. If y ou w o uld IX! in t e r,~ s t o ci in pa rtici p

at ing in th i s com mu nity service, a new t rai ni ng 

s cheme for 197 3 ha s be e n arr a nged . 

C o mmencin g : Tuesday, 10th April 

Ti me : f, p. rn. 
Place : !\ ld e rmen ' s room, G lebe Tow n H a ll. 

D uration : 4 sess ions 10th & 17th April , and !st 

and H h M a y. 

Commit men t: 1 or 2 two - ho ur periods per month 

plus a monthly meeting to d i scuss problems 

and part i c ipate i n further t raini ng. 

Fe r further i nforma tion ri ng Elizabet h H i ndmarsh, 
tel: 6 60 6835. 

The Trustees of Wentworth Park, on 28th Feb. 

19 73, replied t o Le ichhardt Council ' s reque s t to 

us e the out er pa rt of t he pa rk for c ommunity 

purposes. The Tru s tees refused, s ay ing that the 

area is in co>1st a nt us e for the Public Benefit and 

Trust Pur poses (meaning, o f c omse, car parking 

a nd comm e rci a l ente rprises). 

D ue to an e dit ori a l abe rration in the la st issue 

o f the Bulletin we managed to pr int Eve Buscomt:e ' s 

na me instead o f Eve Gourlay 's in a n ote a bout t he 

flowe r Show. Our apologies t o both la dies for 

the juxtaposition . 

The enclos e d form was f i rst hand e d o ut at the 

re c ent well a t tendee! me eting at Peru Peruma l ' s 

h o use . Mern ;·e rs w ho have a lready e xpre ss ed t he ir 

o p inions a re politely asked to keep their second 

fo rm a nd p lease to urge all ot hers to return the 

bo tt om h al f to t he Se cre tary a s s oon as possible. 

W hat is to happen ne xt will be determ ined by 

mem bers ' rea ctions . 

FROM THE G:CORG:C ALLEN DIARIES : 

19t h Ja n ua ry, 183 3 : This day I have bee n in N e w 

South Wa les seventeen yea rs - t he im provement 

in the C olony s ince my arrival is w o nde rful, 


