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A Master Plan For Glebe
Sj-nce the turn of the century Glebe has
been an unplanned suburb. Despite the
of t organict planning with the disinteg-
ration of earLy upper class family, church
and historic ties, Glebe has not since been
replanned for any one class or economic use
or for a congenial mixture of classe,s or
Ltses. As Glebe has gone through successive
stages of degeneration and re€feneration its
planning has been greatly complicated. Its
rich variations of character need to be pre-
served. Yet even greater difficulties are
now presented by the confusion of industrial,
trans port , b o arding hous e and s imple f ami Iy
tlses.

We need a Master Plan (") to show that Glebe
is not a rblightedr area; (U) to show that
resident home-owners and tenants alike sti1l
care enough about their locality to want a
voice in planning their futu.re; (") to def-
ine those areas of Glebe whictr should be re-
garded as vital to its existing social func-
tions as well as to its historic fabric;
(O) to def ine those areas which'could be
reghrded as properly inviting a change of
social function or which already disrupt the
commLrnity of residents .

The Outline Plan printed overleaf is the
fnamework for a Master Plan. It defines
those precincts which members of the Societyts
Pl anning Forum f e l- t ne eded immedi at e and
total protection and subsequent restoration.
It also d"efines those precincts regarded as
of f ering advant age s , by redeve lopment , t o the
Glebe commLLnity " But in the case of pro j ected
redevelopment the Plan embodied a critical
proviso: there had to be a detailed develop-
ment control pfan NOT haphazard redevelopment.

The Society is utterly opposed to haphazard
redevelopment. It has already voiced its
indignation at the standard of flat blocks
t progressively I destroying Glebe I s social
interconnections and charact€r'p Even in out-
line the Plan embodies that opposition, and
are as de s ignat ed I redeve lopment I are in no
way intended to be sacrificed for the canyons
created by wa1ls of red-brick twalk-u.psr 

"

Brie'f ly, the Outline Plan was draf ted by
Dennis McManus and Terry Metherell for the
Society, ?f ter a hopse-by-house sr-irvey of
Glebe. The Plan was adopted as the basis
for a futu.re detailed Master Plan. That
Master Plan will eventually become a sub-
mission to the Minister for Local Government
as a variant scheme to that already operat-

-'ive in our are a and s oon t o be gazet t ed .

Despite the support of orrr Aldermen, Council
f ai led t o approve ou.r Out line Plan in princ-
iple and, instead, sent it to the State

Planning Authority f or their conlments.
Discrrssions between the S.p.A. and Councilts
Town Planner are c ont inuing , wi th the J-ike ly
outcome that the Glebe society will again be
required to complete a task which is, in
ef f ect, the responsibility of Leichhard.t
Council or consultants hired by them. We

will almost certainly have to prepare the
Master Plan and potential variant scheme for
Gleb e .

The estimated cost of such an undertaking, if
PROFtrSSIO\IAL consultants are employed, is
$ZO , OOO . With Lei chhard t Cor:nci 1 unwi lling
to assist, the Sd'ciety is chailenged to pre-
pare its own plan without the use of paid con-
sult ant s " A vari ant s cheme c an be submit t ed
and, if accept€d, take legal effect after
March L97L when the present City of Sydney
scheme will have been gazetted.

So we have three months to achieve orrr first
great goal " We require the wholehearted co-
operation of all members and the ass'istance
of as many professionals as possible. To
this end the Planning sub-committee has called
a Special Meeting in the Cor:ncil Chambers of
the G1ebe Town Hal1 on Wedne sday , loth Febru-
ary at 7-3O p.ffi" to which all members of the
Society are invited.

Natio$rnl Trust atrd Glebe
At its October meeting last year the Manage-
ment Committee resolved to write to the Dir-
e c t on of t he Nat iona l- T?us t s e eking support
for Glebe being regarded as an. area of his-
toric importance. The trust welcomed. this
approach, and on Saturday af ternoorr; L9th
December four representatives of its Hist-
oric Buildings Committee: Cedric Flower
(for*er Chairman of the Committee), Brian
McDonald , Pet er Reynol-ds , and Geof f rey Burns ,

together with Aileen Rogers (""cretarial
assistant to the T?ust and a member of the
Glebe Society) met a few members of the Man-
agement Committee (U. Solling, T. Metherel-1
and Mrs. Smith) rt the President ? s home.
Dr. Smith discussed brief ly; with illustrat-
ions, something of ,the character of Glebe t s
domestic architecture. and Mr. Dennis McMannua
spoke,on the Societyrs Outline Plan.

Before leaving Mr. Flower asked that the
Society provide his Committee with some rep-
resentative photographs of Glebe and ou.r
plans for the df€?. The Historic Buildings
Committee will then consider our case and
make a recommendation to the T?ust I s Exec-
utive. The National T?ust is, of cours€r
mainly coltcerned, with the preservation of
ind ividual bui ldings of hist oric value , but
in some cas€s r such as Paddington and Hunters
Hi 11 they have given support to the preserv-
ation of historic environments.
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AIMS OF TIM MASTER PLAN

The prLncipal concern lras to define those areas where
redevelopment was both practLcable and desl-rable so as
to ensure that home unit development dLd not encroach
on homogeneous hl-storical residential precincts or dis-
rupt the amenity of areas with distinct archLtecttrral
features and which provide, mo?e lmportantly, a des-
irable form of J-iving l-n terms of prlvacy, quietness
and essential amenity generally.

Special attention was paid in the survey to exist--
ing industrial or commercial uses, home unit
blocks and to the physicaL condition and contin-
uity of existing individual terrace houses and to
the proposals for futllre expressways, the widen-
ing of main roads and the red.evelopment of the
Chr:.rch of England land and simi lar long term
plans affecting properties in G1ebe. The Min-
ister for Local Government and Highways recent-
ly assu.red the Society that the major part of
the North Western Distributor through Glebe
would be by way of a tunnel, thus preserving

the Toxteth Estate area.

In broad terms, the intent of the slrr\rey
was to challenge the overall residentiaL
Z(U) zoning of all residential land in
Glebe under the City of Sydney Planning

Scheme yet to be prescribed (tfre except-
icln being those lands to be redeveloped

- Yi: by the Church of Engl-and which are zoned
", Z(a)). Such a zoning is considered in-

now and in the f utltre.

In detailr w€ were concerned firstly
to define areas within which home
units should not be allowed; secondly
t o def ine are a s wi thin whi ch redev-
elopment wollld - be desirable, with
the exception of certain specified
buildings which because of their
except ional architectural or his-
toric interest should be preserved
in conj-unction with such redevel--
opment; thirdly to define areas
wi t hin whi ch c omplet e redeve 1-

opment for residential Purposes
would be highly desirable.

This map outlines the areas
proposed f or preservation
and restoratiotf.. A more
detailed version will be

on view at the special
meeting called to dis-

ctls s the Plan.
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retrospeet
GEORGE .A LLEN

If one subscribes to the premise that history
is the biography of great men then it could
be argued r with some justification , that
George Allen and his eldest son, Sj.r George
W-igram A llen played prominent ro le s in d et -
ermining the shape and character of Glebe t s
development durittg the nineteenth century.

George Allen was born in 18OO and. at the age
of 6 his father died. His mother married
Thomas Collicott who in LSLZ was convicted of
failing to affix revenu.e stamps to his med-
icine bottles and was transported to N. S.W n

in 1813. His wife with George Al1en foll-
owed him re aching Syd ney in 18 16 . On hi s

admission to practise as a solicitor in LB22
to become the first solicitor who had rec-
eived his legal training in the colony. In"
May 1828 A lle'n acquired 95 acres at the
Glebe and on 21s t March LB29 had the f ou:ed-
ation stone of the mansion then in the course
of erection on his property known as Toxteth
Park. The architect was John Verge.

In 1831 Allerrrs Estate was described as hav-
ing tla spaciou-s garden containing se\reral
hrrnd.reds of fruit trees.... "and a tract of
forest land capable of being converted in-
to the most romanti-c pleaslrne groundsrr.
A l1en employed one f ree overseer and f if -
teen convicts to look after his vegetable
garderr orchard and some 15O head of cattle
that grazed on 1'oxteth Estate-"-

I

The hous e when c omple t ed in 1831 was an e le -
gant white stone building consisting of a
rectangular central block of two storeys
with long verandahs around two of its sides
supported by Doric columns of fluted iron.
The main e levat i on wi t h it s pLain Ge orgi an
front had long shuttered french windows
planned to give wide views of the park lands
and cultivated shrubberies planted with oaks,
firs and pines.

The tiled floor of the front hall- mad.e for
coolness and its arches opened to the inner
hall and wide cedar stair-case" The rec-
eption rooms show clearly recognisable style
of Verge in t he re s tr ained and s ens i t ive
use of cedar srrrf ac€s r decorative plasten
ceilings and delicate friezes and cornices.

The coach houses and stables at the rear of
Toxteth House spoke not simply of the utility
of a drive to the city but of a style of life
and indeed one of the highest marks of social
prestige was the possession of a coach and
pair. The acquisitiorr by George A 1len in
1835 of hi s new c arri age was obvi ous ly a mom-
entous occasiot:r-.

A1len was intensely religious and services
were conducted by Wesleyan ministers at
Toxteth House until a chapel within the
gror:nds of Toxteth Park was opened for pub-
1i c worship in 1843 .

rsBEsc@ttamy

Apoiogies for inadverd.ently asking for more
money in the last brllleti-n. w'e do have a
record of yoLlr subscription (and r:nfortun-
ately. did not trick any members into paying
twice).

+++
Tfe may not have been as active as Winston
Hil1s residents lately but the people of
Ferry Road , Avon street and thereabout s did
an exceLlent job in the fight to stop the
spread of the red (nrick) ierror. They got
up a petition of 1BO names and wrote 2L
letters of protest to collncil.

+++
The rules of bt"rrealtcracy state, tlThou shalt
f ight paper with paperfr. Many ar7- important
piece of. legislation has been passed (ot
defeated) for the cost of a well-placed
postage stamp.

+++
NEWS FI,A sH : Re s id ent s in the ImI{r path of the
No::th western expressways are receiving
notices and are being asked to submit a price
for their property. we hope they realise
what they can ( or rather cannot ) buy for the
prices they may submit.

+++
rf we really car€d, we wou'l dn t t own cars .

+++
Don I t j us t cry when a ne ighbour or deve loper
chops d.own a tree. There is a Tree preserv-
atiop A ct in Leichhardt council ( ut.tt if the
Aldemen ciontt know it).

+++
The rate books of the Municipality of Glebe
f or the years 1868-1918 inclusive , have been
transferred to the Government Records Repos-
itory (state'Archives) Alexandbia as a gi'ft.

+++
COMI}TG EVENTS
Sq.dayr Ttln February, 7-3O p.ffi. History sub- -,,,-

committee meeting at the home of Max Solling P

17 Avona Avenu.e

wedne sd ay , loth r'.ir,r;"u: Z 40 to rr p. ffi.
Planning sub-committee-a special meeting in
the Cor:ncil Chambers of the Glebe Town Hal1. 8?

This will be an extremely important meeting
and it is stressed that ALL members are

. 
welcome .

+++
Thursday llth February, 8 p.ffi. Soci-al sub-
committee meeting at 28 Ferry Road. Everyone
with suggestions to make L97L a success please
com€.

+++
Srrndsy, 21st February, 7-L5 p.rl .

Conl€y, our judge from the R.H.S"
on trA Flower Show how t o s t age
at the home of trric Sandblom, 14O

Mr. P. G.

wi 11 s peak €

yollr exhibitsrr
Heref ord St .

+++
Saturday, 6tn March, 8 o.rlo - B p.ffi. Hunter
River Valley by bus , first 4O only bef ore
Feb. 19tn, $3-5O a head, contact Mrs. Smith,
23 Avenue Road 

"
+++

Saturddy, 27th March, 3 p"ffio - 5 p.m.
Flower Show at Glebe Town Hall. For
details contact Marie Webb (560-6483)

+++
T\resday, 3oth March, Wine Tasting
Dollar a head . 50 minimum.

+++

, Annual
further

(t" be continued)
at McWilliams


