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www.glebesociety.org.au 

ABN 99 023 656 297 

PO Box 100 

Glebe NSW 2037 Australia 

4 May 2025  

 

Anna Mitchell 

Senior Sustainability Strategist 

City of Sydney 

 

Email: amitchell@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au 

Cc: Lord Mayor and Councillors 

 

Dear Ms Mitchell, 

 

Feedback on City of Sydney’s new Environmental Strategy 

 

The Glebe Society has over 400 members and the 12 members of its Blue Wren Subcommittee 

support the more than 20 bushcare volunteers working in our local parks and reserves. 

 

The Society agrees that the City needs to be nature positive and focus on the repair and 

regeneration of the environment by protecting and enhancing the biodiversity that exists in our 

suburb and looking after areas of urban bushland and wildlife corridors (see page 50 of the City’s 

Community Strategic Plan 2030-2050). 

 

The Society provides the following feedback on the City’s new Environment Strategy - Wetlands 

Priority 10. Enhance and regenerate waterways and land through restorative practice and 

managing environmental risk (page 33). 

 

1. Urban green space and urban green space accessibility per capita 

 

As far as we are aware, the City does not measure its urban green space and urban green space 

accessibility per capita of its population.  

 

A World Health Organisation report summarises “the existing evidence of health effects of urban 

green spaces to conclude that there are many public health benefits through diverse pathways, 

such as psychological relaxation and stress reduction, enhanced physical activity, and mitigation 

of exposure to air pollution, excessive heat, and noise as well as other harmful factors in the 

urban environment. A city of well‐connected, attractive green spaces that offer safe 

opportunities for urban residents for active mobility and sports as well as for stress recovery, 

recreation and social contact, is likely to be more resilient to extreme environmental events, such 
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as heat waves (due to the mitigation of urban heat island effect) and extreme rainfall (due to 

reduced surface run‐off). Such a city is also likely to have healthier citizens, reducing demands on 

health services and contributing to a stronger economy” (World Health Organisation. Urban 

green spaces and health. A review of evidence Copenhagen: WHO Regional Office for Europe, 

2016. Document number: WHO/EURO:2016-3352-43111-60341).  

 

Furthermore, urban green space plays a crucial role in enhancing the urban microclimate, and 

fostering greater ecological diversity and biodiversity (Hassan et al. 2024. A Comparative 

Assessment of UGS Changes and Accessibility Using Per Capita Metrics: A Case Study of Budapest 

and Vienna. Journal of Digital Landscape Architecture 9, 723-734.) 

 

The World Health Organization’s ideal level is 50m2 of urban green space per capita and its 

minimum recommended urban green space accessibility (within 300m of a residence) is 9m2 per 

capita. Each indicator is recognized as a crucial metric for assessing urban sustainability. 

Expressing it another way, it has been recommended that every citizen should be able to see at 

least three trees from their home, have 30 percent tree canopy cover in their neighbourhood 

and not live more than 300 m away from the nearest park or green space. 

 

As it does not already appear to do so, the Glebe Society asks that the City commence collecting 

and monitoring data for per capita urban green space and urban green space accessibility. The 

data should be collected and updated annually (by suburb), taking into account the expected 

increase in population/new building approvals in the local government area.  

 

The Society also asks the City to explore ways to increase per capita urban green space and 

accessibility taking into account the projected increase in population from new building 

approvals. This could be achieved through developer offsets for extra building height but also 

with direct assistance from City. More open green space should be considered a worthwhile 

investment in terms of urban liveability and public health! 

 

 

2. Increasing the size and diversity of the green cover and the canopy target. 

It is proposed that the City’s green cover should be increased by 2050 to 40% including a 27% 

tree canopy (p 34). The Society believes that this target is not ambitious enough and should be 

brought forward to 2040. 

 

The percentage green cover can be enhanced by the understory planting of native flora to 

provide habitat for native fauna (small woodland birds, foraging microbats, reptiles and insects). 
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Many parks in Glebe and Forest Lodge consist only of individual trees and lawn, and completely 

lack an understory planting – examples include Harold Park and the Johnstons Canal Reserve 

(upstream from the naturalised section). To further increase the percentage green cover, native 

understorey vegetation can also be established in streets. The City should develop a palette of 

understorey, native plant species suitable for the harsh growing conditions of streetscapes that 

can also support biodiversity and provide a more attractive landscape for the public. 

 

In considering the tree canopy, the City should ensure that a range of trees is planted that 

support a diversity of native fauna including pollinators. Also, unsuitable trees should be 

removed – we appreciate that such removals may lead to an initial temporary reduction in the 

percentage of tree canopy but the sooner such trees are replaced with more suitable native 

species the better.  Of special priority for removal are the plane trees (Platanus orientalis) planted 

in suburban streets, the pollens of which can cause severe hay fever in residents, and Celtis 

sinensis that is known as the “Glebe Weed” (it is an introduced deciduous tree and a declared 

noxious weed - Noxious Weeds Act 1993). 

 

3. Tracking the biodiversity corridors that connect green spaces 

Given the extreme density of housing and commercial premises in our City, the recognition, 

establishment and maintenance of wildlife corridors is an imperative. Connectivity between our 

limited green spaces ensures our native fauna can move between them and thrive. It is essential 

to accurately map these corridors and demonstrate how they are being enhanced by new 

plantings of native flora. 

 

Please let us know if there is any additional information we can provide, 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Duncan Leys 

President 

 

 

 

 

 


