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On behalf of The Glebe Society, I am writing to express a number of concerns raised by our 
members regarding changes proposed in the statewide Community Participation Plan. Our 
Society sits within the City of Sydney’s LGA.  
 
Members’ concerns relate especially to developments that are exempt from exhibition and 
community participation in the DA process. 
 
1. Exemptions from the notification and consultation process. 
1. 1 Housing in and around Glebe is predominantly attached terrace houses. These are 
often structurally interlinked by common walls, internal and external roofing and sewerage 
systems. Local knowledge about a specific property of which neither the applicant and/or 
the Council assessor may be aware can play a very important role here. The proposal that a 
neighbour would not have the opportunity to raise concerns about plans for which involve 
structural changes to an adjoining site is most alarming and potentially far from ‘low 
impact’ as identified in the Community Participation Plan. This particularly relates to 
internal alterations, alterations and additions to existing buildings, demolition and 
attached dwellings. This matter cannot be appropriately considered without an 
opportunity for neighbours to provide feedback through Council’s current (and very 
adequate) process prior to any approval to proceed. Without this, we believe the proposal 
has the potential to unjustly create bitter division and antagonism between neighbours and 
between local residents and Council, all the while keeping the party responsible for the 
process at arms’ length. 
1. 2 The Society believes that dual occupancy can make a significant contribution to the 
current housing shortage. However, if this is a second dwelling, particularly a two storey 
building, on an already tight, small block, backing onto a narrow laneway (as is the case of 
many houses in Glebe), The Society believes residents in the immediate area should be 
given the opportunity to raise their concerns, as per the current Council process. This 
relates to the proposal to exclude new single and two storey dwellings from public 
exhibition and notification.  
1.3 The proposal to give 7 days’ notice before the commencement of work on “residential 
flat buildings” and “shop top housing” without prior notice of intent seems grossly 
inadequate. Depending on the scale and location of the residential flats and/or the shop top 
housing, this could have considerable impact on nearby residents and/or business 
operations, convenience and amenity. 
 
2. Community Participation. 
2.1 The current process currently employed by the City of Sydney regarding notification of 
DAs is timely, transparent and consultative. Anyone can sign up to receive these on-line. 
Council acknowledges submissions related to DAs and informs the submission writer of the 
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outcome of the process. Council is genuinely pro-active in the community participation 
process. The recommendations in the discussion paper do not allow for this to happen - 
they recommend overriding and excluding the most affected members of the community 
from participating in planning issues very relevant to their own well-being and amenity.  
2.2 The proposal adopts a ‘one-size fits all’ approach in its statewide implementation. 
There is a huge difference in the potential impact of a development such as a new two 
storey build at the rear of a narrow terrace in an inner-city suburb (often less than 4 
metres wide) compared to such a build on a large residential block. The Society believes 
that all affected neighbours must be given the opportunity to consider the impact of any 
proposed changes to either the footprint of a property or proposed structural changes to 
the exterior of a property if they choose to do so. Council has the capability of assessing and 
addressing these concerns specific to their own LGA.  
 
Yours Sincerely 
 

 
 
Duncan Leys 
Acting President 
The Glebe Society Inc 
 


