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ABN 99 023 656 297 

PO Box 100 

Glebe NSW 2037 Australia 

9 January 2025 
 
Mr Les McClusky 
Grant Relationship Manager, City of Sydney 
Innovation and Ideas Grant - Glebe's Hill - Unravelling its Biodiversity Secrets and Potential 
Reference 2022/548302 / IAI WR 202223048 
  
Email: urbanecology@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au 
 
Dear Mr McClusky, 
 

INNOVATION AND IDEAS GRANT ACQUITTAL REPORT 
 
PERFORMANCE MEASURES 

 

A. Number of accessible activities, sessions, events or programs 

A total of four accessible activities were funded by the Grant and all Glebe Society members and 
their friends and neighbours were invited to attend. The details including the number of each 
audience are as follows: 
 

1. Sunday 7 May 2023 - An introduction to Glebe's Hill – unravelling its biodiversity secrets 
and potential 

 
Report in June 2023 issue of Glebe Society’s Bulletin - If you missed this event, you missed an 
inspiring and fascinating deep dive into the research collaboration – funded by a City of Sydney 
Innovation and Ideas grant – between the Glebe Society and Professor Dieter Hochuli’s 
Integrative Ecology group at the University of Sydney. But fear not; below you’ll find links to each 
speaker’s presentation, which I’m sure you’ll find as interesting as we did on the day.  
 
Andrew Wood, convenor of the Glebe Society’s Blue Wren Subcommittee, expected a modest 
turnout to this event, but the rush on tickets surely caused him to wonder whether the Harold 
Park Community Hall was big enough to accommodate all-comers. Fortunately, it was, and 
around 90-100 people attended on the afternoon of Sunday, 7 May, to hear all about this 
significant research collaboration. 
 
 Mark Stapleton, Glebe Society Vice-President, began the meeting by acknowledging the 
traditional owners of the land on which we met and the adjacent land, now known as The Hill. 
Mark then introduced Lord Mayor Clover Moore, who officially opened the event.  
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                         The audience at the Tramsheds (Photo: Nick Sangster) 
 
Ms Moore explained that the Council’s Innovation and Ideas Grants program supports 
‘innovative projects that address local and global issues and contribute to a sustainable city, 
thriving economy, vibrant communities and cultural life’. She added that the Glebe’s Hill 
collaboration was ‘a great community-led initiative, underpinned by a robust partnership’ 
between the Glebe Society and the University of Sydney and that she expected Glebe’s Hill to 
become part of the Johnstons Creek Parklands in due course.  

 

                              
Lord Mayor Clover Moore, opening the event, ‘An introduction to Glebe's Hill – unravelling 
its biodiversity secrets and potential’, on 7 May 2023 (Photo: Nick Sangster).  
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Also from the City of Sydney was James Macnamara who spoke about the municipality’s 
biodiversity potentials. In his role as the City’s Urban Ecology Coordinator, James looks after ‘all 
things native animals and native plants, except for trees’. He saw the Glebe’s Hill project as ‘an 
important first step’ in promoting biodiversity within the City and that before the Council 
advances ‘too far with these efforts, it is important to identify the existing ecology of an area – 
to know what we have and what we are missing’. His role in the Glebe’s Hill project is ‘to support 
the Glebe Society in the [project’s] delivery’. James spoke about how the project can help the 
City achieve its goals to ‘increase green cover to 40 per cent across the council, with a minimum 
of 27 per cent tree canopy by 2050’. 

 
Glebe’s resident historian, Max Solling, gave a potted post-colonisation history of The Hill, 
describing its inauspicious beginnings as a rubbish heap – the cause of the site’s contamination 
that has required its being fenced off to prevent public access. At some point in the post-
colonisation history of municipal waste, Glebe Council thought it would be an excellent idea to 
dump residents’ rubbish in the ocean rather than on what was to become Jubilee Park and The 
Hill. Audible gasps could be heard from the audience when Max told us that Glebe municipality 
was the last to stop punting rubbish out to sea, which they did in July 1933. Undoubtedly, Bondi 
beach-goers were relieved to no longer share the breakers with the detritus that often made its 
way back to shore. 
 
Glebe Council belatedly (and arguably) saw the light and built an incinerator in Forsyth St, which, 
while substantially reducing the need to find a place to locate garbage, merely converted 
residents’ waste from a solid contaminant to a gaseous one. Max concluded his presentation by 
noting that the Board of Health had declared the area now known as Harold Park unfit for human 
habitation and that ‘no buildings of any kind were to be built there’.  

 
With Max’s rather depressing history of The Hill still ringing in our ears, Andrew Wood’s 
presentation reassured that the Glebe’s Hill project would go some way towards undoing the 
sins of our municipal fathers by laying the groundwork for rehabilitating the land so 
ignominiously formed from residential rubbish. 
 
Andrew reminded us that 23 years ago, the Glebe Society became aware that our suburb’s 
superb fairy-wrens and other small bird populations were declining. A dedicated band of 
residents were galvanised into a long-term campaign to preserve and restore the habitat for the 
blue wren and other small birds. Recently, the Blue Wren Subcommittee began to wonder 
whether The Hill – 0.6 Ha of isolated and protected land – was good habitat for small birds and 
other native fauna and flora. If The Hill’s habitat were to be enhanced, a baseline was needed as 
a jumping-off point for ecological restoration. Obtaining that baseline is one of the aims of the 
Glebe’s Hill research project.  
 
The Hill is currently subject to an unresolved Aboriginal Land Claim. As time progresses, the 
management of Glebe's Hill could be transferred to our Indigenous colleagues. Whatever the 
outcome, the Society hopes that the findings of this project can help inform any potential use of 
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the site and whether, in the longer term, it could become a protected nature refuge with 
controlled public access. Perhaps, in the future, The Hill could be given an Aboriginal name in 
recognition of its traditional owners and their stories about Glebe's history.  
Having heard from Andrew about the rationale for The Hill project, we turned to the main event: 
the presentation by Professor Dieter Hochuli from the Integrative Ecology Group in the University 
of Sydney’s School of Life and Environmental Sciences. Dieter is the lead researcher on the 
Glebe’s Hill project.  
 
If I were to say that Dieter’s presentation merely described the methods to be used by his 
researchers, I would be doing it an injustice. Dieter did this but integrated it with key ecology 
concepts and what is known about ecology in cities, particularly in the city of Sydney. In his 
presentation, Biodiversity in Glebe’s Hill – benchmarks and possibilities, Dieter began by posing, 
‘What does a weed-infested and degraded space contribute to ecology in cities?’ He answered 
this question by considering Sydney’s ‘natural legacy’ as ecosystems supporting native plants and 
animals – and us. 
 
 

                  
 

Professor Dieter Hochuli, from the University of Sydney’s Integrative Ecology Laboratory 
(photo: Nick Sangster). 
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We heard about research by Dieter’s team and others showing how various creatures use 
Sydney’s fragmented natural environment to live their best lives. Included were the insectivorous 
bats, the superb fairy wren and everyone’s favourite bird, the brush turkey. Dieter described the 
methods used by researchers to locate these animals and map their peregrinations, often over 
surprisingly large distances. After this crash course in ecological methods, we heard about how 
these methods will be applied in the Glebe’s Hill project.  
The Glebe’s Hill project aims to identify The Hill’s environmental history and the extent to which 
some ecological restoration has already occurred, even if only by accident. This latter process 
was demonstrated in a series of photos of The Hill taken between 1943 and 2023. We saw The 
Hill, once denuded of vegetation, gradually growing a crop of large, mature trees. The project 
also aims to identify ‘what’s there and what could be there’. To address ‘what’s there’, the 
researchers will conduct surveys of The Hill by systematically dividing it into equal-sized plots and 
using camera traps, acoustic monitors, remote sensing and in-person surveys to identify 
communities of plants and animals and the habitat traits that may contribute to their success in 
The Hill’s degraded environment. It was great to hear also that fledgeling ecologists will 
undertake some of this work for their honours year projects.  
 
Ultimately, the Glebe’s Hill project is expected to add to our understanding of ‘why high quality 
small, isolated greenspaces matter’ in cities. Dieter’s love for his field – the ecology of cities – 
was palpable, and I’m sure I wasn’t alone in being inspired by his enthusiasm. While I could 
have listened to Dieter all day, he concluded, and a short time remained for audience 
questions. Fortunately, Dieter was available after the session to answer other questions one-
on-one. 
After the session, most attendees stayed for a chat over afternoon tea.  
 

2. Sunday 28 July, Glebe’s - Hill: Bunyip tails? What the cameras saw. Exploring Glebe’s Wild 
Spaces: The Fauna & Flora of the Hill and Johnstons Creek revealed.  
 
On 28 July, 55 Glebe locals gathered at the Tramsheds to learn the secrets of Glebe’s Hill, a small 
area of contaminated, degraded land nearby that has been closed to the public for over 20 years. 
We were welcomed to the Walkshop by our President Duncan Leys and Councillor Emelda Davis 
on behalf of the Lord Mayor before being shown the results of camera sightings and 
interpretations of the Glebe’s Hill research project, which is being conducted by the University 
of Sydney in collaboration with the Glebe Society and funded by the City of Sydney.  
 
Professor Dieter Hochuli, Ms Genevieve Heggarty and Dr Manuel Lequerica Tamara from the 
School of Life and Environmental Sciences at Sydney University presented their interim findings, 
fielded questions and later led a walk around the Hill via Jubilee Park and the Johnstons Creek 
wetlands.  
 
The cameras installed on Glebe’s Hill have revealed that a range of ‘wildlife’ exists there that 
thrives in a mix of weedy vegetation – and all this is in a former rubbish dump! The researchers 
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explained that by understanding how the site is currently being used, we can better identify 
opportunities to enhance its ecological/biodiversity values for the future.  
Although sadly, no blue wrens have been sighted by the cameras to date, life on the site has been 
varied. It includes foxes, free-roaming cats, rats, a brushtail possum, small birds such as silvereyes 
and fantails, common noisy miners and pied currawongs, as well as humans who have strayed 
onto the site bringing milk crates for seating – and even one person walking a dog through the 
site. (Formerly, there was public access through the site via a narrow path [public road] on the 
side of the Hill.)  
 
The vegetation on Glebe’s Hill currently includes large trees (primarily Celtis and palms) as well 
as some lantana, which is enjoyed by small birds, and a range of smaller weedy plants.  
The researchers have not considered Glebe’s Hill in isolation from other surrounding sites (e.g. 
Jubilee Park and Johnstons Creek) as there are inter-relationships and some may form important 
‘stepping stone’ sites for certain species.  
 
After the walk, we were invited to consider our future biodiversity priorities and preferences for 
Glebe’s Hill, including: superb fairy wrens breeding on site, native plants replacing exotic plants, 
pollinator gardens and meadows, creating habitat for native reptiles, creating habitat for small 
birds, powerful owls roosting on site, nest boxes for birds and bats, First Nations practices and 
perspectives, bee hotels for native bees, places to sit and watch nature – and other options for 
replanting contaminated land for urban nature. We also enjoyed an afternoon tea. 
 

          
 

55 people attended the Walkshop commencing at the Tramsheds in Forest Lodge. 
(Photo: Nick Sangster). 
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Speakers at University of Sydney’s Walkshop: Duncan Leys (President of the Glebe Society), 
Dieter Hoculi, Genevieve Heggarty and Manuel Lequerica Tamara (all from the University of 

Sydney), and Councillor Emelda Davis (Photo: Nick Sangster). 
                                                          

 
            Professor Hochuli describes the University’s research findings to a  
Walkshop Group at the eastern entrance to Glebe’s Hill (photo: Nick Sangster). 
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3. Sunday 8 September 2024: What Bird is That? - Bird Walkshop  
 

In another of the activities associated with the Innovation and Ideas Grant (“Glebe's Hill - 

unravelling its biodiversity secrets and potential”) awarded to the Society by the City of Sydney, 

Judy Christie led an interpretative walk along Johnstons Creek. It was attended by 23 people, 

who gathered at the start of Orphan School Creek Reserve to gain insights into Glebe’s bird life. 

A map of the walk showing the likely location of the common bird species was provided. The first 

species seen in the canal was a male magpie-lark, later joined by 3 white ibis. We searched in 

vain for a magpie-lark nest – their mud nest being observed nearby in previous years. The tall 

Tallowwood tree where the tawny frogmouth nested in 2023 was pointed out and the most 

common birds around were the usual noisy miners and fast overflying rainbow lorikeets. A 

possible nest in the Casuarinas along the creek appeared on closer examination to most likely be 

a ringtail possum drey. The tide was coming in quickly and the very high tide revealed fish but no 

birds. However, unusual species like the buff banded rail and royal spoonbill have been seen in 

the channel at low tide and photos were shown. The distinctive calls of the Australasian figbird 

were played to help with identification and not far from a previous site of figbird nests about 10 

figbirds, several males and 6 or 7 females, were seen at the top of a tall palm tree – best viewed 

through binoculars. Finally, as the walk ended up at the mangroves at Rozelle Bay a white-faced 

heron carefully walked around the edge of the rocks giving everyone a good view. 

 

4. Friday 29 November 2024 - Presentation of final Grant Report by the University of Sydney 

 

At 6 pm on Friday 29 November in Glebe Town Hall, Duncan Leys, the President of the Society, 
welcomed 71 members and friends to a presentation by the University of Sydney of their 
research studies and recommendations about Glebe’s Hill. The work was funded by an 
Innovation and Ideas Grant (Glebe's Hill – unravelling its biodiversity secrets and potential) 
awarded to the Society by the City of Sydney.  
 
Apologies were received from the Lord Mayor and Tanya Plibersek MHR, Minister for the 
Environment and Water. Councillors Sylvie Ellsmore and Matthew Thompson represented the 
City of Sydney, and Kobi Shetty, MLA for Balmain also attended. Duncan thanked the City for its 
Grant and the University of Sydney for successfully undertaking the research project. Cr Yvonne 
Weldon sent a video of her ‘Welcome to Country’, Andrew Wood, Convenor of the Blue Wren 
Subcommittee, spoke about applying for the Grant and Councillor Ellsmore described the City’s 
grants program. 
  
Professor Dieter Hochuli, Dr Manuel Lequerica Tamara and Ms Genevieve Heggarty from the 
University of Sydney’s School of Life and Environmental Sciences described their findings. On The 
Hill, they identified 31 plant species with a dominance of non-natives (Chinese Hackberry and 
Lantana). Twelve bird species were found, including a grey fantail and silvereye which have not 
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been seen in Glebe for many years. Three free-roaming mammals (fox, domestic cat and brushtail 
possum) were captured by their wildlife cameras. There were also three species of reptiles 
(skinks) and 21 species of invertebrates (including spiders, butterflies and moths, bees and 
wasps, flies and hoverflies, beetles, weevils and ladybirds). 
  
The University’s main recommendations were:  

➢ The gradual removal of invasive plants and their replacement with native species.  

➢ Planting native species with staggered flowering periods to support pollinators and other 
wildlife.  

➢ Creating a fenced area to limit disturbance to the newly established urban forest.  

➢ Involving local residents and schools in the project to foster a sense of ownership and support.  

➢ Regular monitoring of The Hill to assess the effectiveness of interventions and adapt strategies 
as needed.  
 
The report states: ‘The Glebe’s Hill project presents a significant opportunity to enhance urban 
biodiversity in the City of Sydney in a way that supports nature and people. By transforming this 
degraded site into a thriving greenspace, the project aims to create a model for urban ecological 
restoration that can be replicated in other cities.’  
 
Professor Hochuli then presented copies of the University’s report to Duncan and Councillors 
Ellsmore and Thompson (see photo); a pdf copy of the report will soon be available on the 
Society’s website. A question-and-answer session was followed by a celebratory glass of sparkling 
wine and lots of sushi. 
 
Duncan Leys, the President of the Society will be delivering a copy of the University’s report to 
the Lord Mayor at the start of 2025.  PDF copies of the Report will also be sent to all Councillors. 
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Presentation of Grant Report – Andrew Wood (Convenor, Society’s Blue Wren Subcommittee), 

Duncan Leys (President of the Glebe Society), Kobi Shetty (MLA for Balmain), Professor Dieter 

Hochuli (leader of the University of Sydney’s Integrative Ecology Group), Cr Sylvie Ellsmore and 

Cr Matthew Thompson. (Photo Nick Sangster). 

 

Please note: about 240 people attended these four events which demonstrated the interest of the 

local community in Glebe’s Hill and its potential future as an inner-city wildlife refuge. 

 
 

B. Number of intended community beneficiaries and/or contributors reached 

The Glebe Society has nearly 400 members all of whom were invited to attend the four events 
described above.  Further, the members of the Society were regularly updated through articles 
about the Grant which were published in our monthly Bulletin. 
 
 
 

C.  Number of paid, volunteer and other staff (active participants) 

The Grant funds provided to the University of Sydney were used to employ two part-time 
research associates (Ms Genevieve Heggarty and Dr Manuel Lequerica Tamara), who worked on 
the research project. 
 
 

D. Number of partnering or collaborating organisations 

The University of Sydney was the only collaborating organisation. 
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E. Number and/or value of partners or sponsors 

There were no partners or sponsors involved with the Grant. 
 
 
 
PRIMARY FUNDING PRIORITIES: making Sydney a city that is a leading environmental 
performer 
 
As described above, the University of Sydney’s Report contains the following main 
recommendations about Glebe’s Hill:  

➢ The gradual removal of invasive plants and their replacement with native species.  

➢ Planting native species with staggered flowering periods to support pollinators and other 
wildlife.  

➢ Creating a fenced area to limit disturbance to the newly established urban forest.  

➢ Involving local residents and schools in the project to foster a sense of ownership and support.  

➢ Regular monitoring of The Hill to assess the effectiveness of interventions and adapt strategies 
as needed.  
 
Further, the Report states: ‘The Glebe’s Hill project presents a significant opportunity to 
enhance urban biodiversity in the City of Sydney in a way that supports nature and people. By 
transforming this degraded site into a thriving greenspace, the project aims to create a model 
for urban ecological restoration that can be replicated in other cities.’  
 
 
Please find attached a copy of our detailed financial report (Appendix A) and an invoice from the 
Society for $4,000.00 being the final grant payment to be made by the City following the 
successful completion of the Grant. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Duncan Leys 
President 
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APPENDIX A – FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Funds granted 
City of Sydney Innovation and Ideas Grant  
Reference 2022/548302 / IAI WR 202223048    
Note: $4,000.00 has been withheld by CoS  
pending receipt of this report.     $40,246.00 
 
 
Expenses 
 
Glebe Society  
 
auditing & admin fees       400.00 
four community information events, 
production/distribution of final  
report        1,250.00 
 
 
University of Sydney 
 
cost of research project   38,596.00 
 
Total        $40,246.00   
 
Funds remaining  
(after receiving City’s final payment of $4,000)  $ ZERO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




