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The focus this past year has been on development around 
the shores of Blackwattle and Rozelle Bays: development 
underway, planned and threatened. We had one important 
win: Wentworth Park will be returned to the community later 
this year, after the NSW Greyhound Breeders, Owners and 
Trainers' Association holds its last race in October. 

Inadequate public transport and parking
The new $836 million new Sydney Fish Market opened 
in January with the chaos on the local roads and public 
transport that the Fish Market Community Consultative 
Committee (CCC) had been warning about for the past five 
years.  
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View across Blackwattle Bay to the the old Fish Market site where the 
Mirvac development is planned (image: Helena Klijn)
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Deputy Lord Mayor, Jess Miller, has been consulting 
with local residents about potential changes to parking 
restrictions, but the bottom line is that providing 340 parking 
spaces for a market with a capacity for 5000 was always 
going to create problems for the local community.

This story will probably be repeated at the old Fish Market 
site, where Infrastructure NSW (INSW) expects the entire 
site to eventually house 2400 residents and provide facilities 
for 5600 workers: a total of 8000 people. 

The NSW Government is also threatening to build about 
8500 apartments and an, as yet, unspecified number of 
businesses on the western side of the Anzac Bridge. 

Transport for NSW (TfNSW)'s underestimation of the impact 
on both road and light transport for the new Fish Market, 
along with the push for fewer private parking spaces in new 
developments, raises massive questions about the impact 
on our local transport system of these developments.

One bright spot was Pyrmont architect, Andrew Benn's, 
imaginative idea for a new Glebe Island Bridge. The Glebe 
Society has campaigned for years for the restoration of the 
current bridge. However, the NSW Government's plans for 
a regular ferry service to the Fish Market could scupper 
this. Andrew's plan was tall enough for ferries to pass 
underneath. See the article that appeared in the October 
2025 Bulletin.

Fish Market ferry wharf
And when are those Fish Market ferries likely to start 
running? Under the original proposal Multiplex was to 
build the public wharf. That changed last year, without 
explanation. What we do know is that the new wharf could 
not be built until the fishing fleet had moved to the wharves 
of the new Fish Market. Only then the old wharves that the 
fleet used could be pulled down and construction of the new 
wharf begin. The last the CCC heard, in March, was that 
TfNSW was still ‘working through the process’ to demolish 
the old wharves.

The Fish Market will be serviced by a 200-seater river class 
ferry, like the one that goes to Parramatta. Whether it will 
be a separate service from the current Glebe ferry, or our 
commuter run will become a longer tourist haul, has yet to 
be decided.

Overdevelopment
It must be a truism of the state government that any 
state-owned waterfront land is in need of massive 
overdevelopment. And thus, we have plans for both 

Blackwattle Bay (the old Fish Market site) and Bays West 
(Rozelle Bay) on the way.

The initial plans, in 2021, to build 45-storey apartments 
at Blackwattle Bay were met with literally thousands of 
objections. INSW responded by stating that buildings would 
not be higher than 35 storeys.

However, Mirvac, the developer of Blackwattle Bay, has 
other ideas, with plans for a 150-metre high, 42-storey 
apartment block–taller than the struts on the nearby Anzac 
Bridge–and another block at 36 storeys. See last month’s 
Bulletin article.  

Rest assured the Glebe Society will vigorously oppose this 
outrage when the development applications are released.

One of the great joys of walking along our foreshore is 
watching the tugs and work boats, the last of Sydney's 
working harbour, alongside the wonderfully restored boats 
and works in progress of the Sydney Heritage Fleet.

The area has long been slated for redevelopment. The 
problem facing the working harbour businesses along 
Rozelle Bay is that there is just nowhere else left in the 
Harbour for them to go. See the article that appeared in the 
March 2026 Bulletin. 

The NSW Government has since offered them an alternate 
site on White Bay, clearing the way for a wall of apartments 
along the northern side of Rozelle Bay. There is still a long 
path ahead, with the Government recently launching an 
international design competition for the area. ●

View across Rozelle Bay towards the site of the Bays West 
redevelopment proposal (image: Helena Klijn)

Rozelle Bay and bird, March 2026 (photo: Phil Vergison)

https://glebesociety.org.au/new-proposal-for-glebe-island-bridge/
https://glebesociety.org.au/proposed-blackwattle-bay-development/
https://glebesociety.org.au/proposed-blackwattle-bay-development/
https://glebesociety.org.au/end-of-working-harbour/
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By Duncan Leys, Acting President

The Glebe Society thrives because of the energy and commitment of its 
volunteers. If you’ve ever thought about contributing more actively, this year’s 
AGM on 23 August 2026 offers a great opportunity to join our Management 
Committee and help shape the future of the Glebe Society.

The Committee meets on the second Wednesday of each month, 7–9 pm 
at Benledi House. With major local issues on the horizon – including the 
redevelopment of the former Fish Market site and Glebe Island, future plans 
for Wentworth Park, transport improvements, parking and e‑mobility device 
regulation, and strengthening our social media and events programs – it’s an 
exciting time to get involved.

Positions open for nomination: 
• President • Vice-President • Treasurer • Secretary  
• Ordinary Committee Members (4)

To nominate, simply complete a nomination form and email it to secretary@
glebesociety.org.au by Friday 7 August.

If you’d like to learn more about what’s involved, please contact me, Duncan 
Leys, (0419 992 592) or Jude Paul (0438 600 882).

You can also support the Society by joining one of our subcommittees or 
working groups. Convenor details are available on our website, or feel free to 
reach out to Duncan or Jude for guidance.

AGM
The Notice of the AGM appears on 
page 4. Annual reports from each of 
our subcommittees also appear in this 
Bulletin, summarising their hard work 
on our behalf during the year. 

Wentworth Park good 
news
The demolition of the greyhound 
racing grandstand at Wentworth Park 
has been brought forward to later 
this year, paving the way for the area, 
which is Crown land, to be returned 
to the community. Given the number 
of dwellings due to be built in the 
surrounding area, keeping this as open 
space is going to be vital. ●

Duncan Leys, Acting President

The Wentworth Park grandstand wont be missed (photo: Phil Vergison)

Get more involved in the Glebe 
Society

From the President

mailto:secretary%40glebesociety.org.au?subject=
mailto:secretary%40glebesociety.org.au?subject=
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Notice of Annual General Meeting

New Nature School opens at St 
Joseph's Preschool & Long Day Care, 
Camperdown

Click here for following documents 

• draft minutes of the 2025 AGM 

• an agenda for the 2026 meeting 

• a nomination form to nominate for a position on the Management 
Committee.

Guest Speaker: Elizabeth Farrelly in conversation with Allan Hogan.

Please join us at the meeting which will be followed by light 
refreshments and a chance to meet up with other members.

Date: Sunday 23 August 2026 
Time: 11am–1pm 
Where: Community Centre, First Floor, 
Tramsheds, Harold Park

St Joseph's Preschool & Long Day Care, 
Camperdown, is open and welcoming families 
to a unique early learning experience where 
children connect with nature through exploration, 
discovery and play. 

Inspired by the Reggio Emilia approach, the 
centre's innovative Nature School program is 
designed to provide rich, authentic, child-led 
inquiry into living ecosystems. From gardening 
and investigating insects to exploring the 
changing seasons, children are supported to 
develop confidence, creativity and problem 
solving. 

There are three indoor learning spaces; Nursery 
6 weeks–2 years, Toddler 2–3 years and the 
Preschool Room for 3–6 year olds. 

Families are invited to visit and discover how 
children are inspired to learn, grow and flourish 
through nature, play and meaningful learning 
programs. 

Book a tour through www.scecs.nsw.edu.au ●

By Julie Tilley, Sydney Catholic Early Childhood Services (SCECS)

Photos: supplied

Changing Seasons Growing Celery

https://glebesociety.org.au/annual-general-meeting-2026/
http://www.scecs.nsw.edu.au
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Communications Annual Report 2026
By Sarah Fogg, Convenor

Many people are involved in the business of the Society’s 
communications with its members, stakeholders and the 
public. 

Our specific communication aims are to: 

•	 communicate the Society’s vision for Glebe to 
members, residents of Glebe, and the wider 
community including decision-makers in local and state 
government; 

•	 engender public support for achieving the Society’s 
objectives, particularly in the areas of heritage, 
community and environment; and 

•	 encourage membership of the Society and participation 
in its activities. 

As Communications Convenor I attend Management 
Committee meetings.

Our main communications tools are the Glebe Society 
Bulletin produced 10 times per year, our website and 
the President’s Update emails. We also have three other 
smaller websites: Glebe Island Bridge, Glebe Self-Guided 
Walks and the 50th Anniversary website, a YouTube 
Channel and several social media accounts although we 
have not been active on social media this year. 

Our standout most viewed item is our Panorama of Sydney 
1873 video on YouTube produced for our 50th anniversary 
event in 2019. It has had over 260,000 views, far more than 
any of our other communications products. (It contains 
many views of Glebe as well as central Sydney.)

Glebe Society Bulletin
During the year ending June 2026, I was the Bulletin 
Editor, except for the April and May 2026 editions for 
which Tim Hesketh acted as Editor. We were assisted by 
a team of proofreaders, Emily Booker, Alex Byrne, Lyn 
Collingwood and Helena Klijn; Tarny Burton who managed 
the distribution of the Bulletin email; and Virginia Simpson-
Young who created the website posts of the Bulletin articles. 

Thanks to all the contributors to the Bulletin, without whom 
there would be no Bulletin!  Mary Regan manages the In 
Focus monthly photo competition and Wayne Carveth the 
monthly mystery photo.  

Phil Young undertook the distribution of President’s 
Updates, emailed to members between Bulletins.

In August 2025 we undertook a survey to ask members 
what they wanted more of, or less of, in the Bulletin, their 
ideas for new topics and so on. 

Overall satisfaction was high with 60% saying they were 
very satisfied, and 38% expressing only slightly lower 
levels of satisfaction. Respondents particularly valued 
articles about what the Society is doing – our advocacy, 
events, decisions made, submissions made, the work of 
the subcommittees – as well as potential impacts on the 
liveability of Glebe/Forest Lodge relating to the three focus 
areas of the Society’s work: community, environment and 
heritage. It was suggested that some articles, especially 

longer ones, should appear in full only on the website, with 
a short mention in the Bulletin. 

The Management Committee asked for a Communications 
Strategic Plan to guide decision-making about future 
options, taking into account our communication objectives, 
the feedback from members received in the Bulletin survey, 
and the resource implications (financial and volunteer time) 
of the various options.  Following this it was decided to stop 
producing a print version of the Bulletin at the end of 2025, 
and to reduce the overall length and maximum length of 
articles. It was decided to engage a paid graphic designer to 
refresh and do the layout of the Bulletin pdf each month. We 
engaged Hayley Tierney, a recent graduate from Enmore 
Design School, initially on a 6-month basis. 

Website
Our website was visited by 40,400 active users in the 12 
months to June 2026, about 30% up on the previous 12 
months. About 70% find us as a result of a general search 
(e.g. through Google) and 25% go directly to our site. 

Arising out of the Communications Strategic Plan it was 
also decided to continue the process of overhauling the 
main website: glebesociety.org.au. To date, Phase 1 of 
the overhaul has been completed, Phase 2 is about to 
commence (July 2026) and a Phase 3 is anticipated to 
complete the work. The aim of the overhaul is to make the 
website easier to navigate and find existing information, to 
upgrade its look and feel, and to remove redundant pages 
and functions. Also to simplify the website (without losing 
any valuable information) to make life easier for the TGS 
volunteers who are responsible for maintaining it.  

Tarny Burton is our website administrator and technical 
adviser and has been engaged to undertake the overhaul. 
During the year we also had to do several minor backend 
upgrades to ensure the websites and the membership 
application/ renewal forms kept working. In March this year 
we changed from Mailchimp to MailerLite as the platform for 
mailing out the Bulletin email. 

We also decided to enhance our social media presence  
and activity but have only taken baby steps in this direction 
so far. ●

William Robinson’s 1873 Panorama of Sydney on Youtube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2kkZ3X1cszc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2kkZ3X1cszc
https://glebesociety.org.au/
https://50years.glebesociety.org.au/exhibition/audiovisual-display/william-robinson-s-1873-panorama-of-sydney
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Heritage Subcommittee Annual 
Report 2025-2026
By members of the Heritage Subcommittee

Subcommittee membership
The Subcommittee meets on the first Monday of the month 
from 7pm–9pm. Our primary interests are reviewing the 
impact of local and State heritage controls on Glebe and 
Forest Lodge, researching and documenting the history of 
our suburb and informing and supporting the community 
in the appreciation of our history and heritage. Any Glebe 
Society (TGS) member who shares these interests is 
welcome to join us.

Our 2026 members are: Ted McKeown (co-chair), Jude Paul 
(co-chair), Lyn Collingwood, Rodney Hammett, Caroline 
Lipovsky, Lydia Bushell, Allan Hogan, Wayne Carveth, 
Margaret Sankey, Lucas Kallinosis and Margaret Cody.

Development Applications (DAs)
Each week, Rodney checks the City of Sydney website for 
DAs in Glebe and Forest Lodge and circulates a summary 
to Subcommittee members. His summary identifies any 
specific heritage issues which might warrant further 
discussion and potential action.

In the past year there have been 65 DAs for Glebe and 
Forest Lodge, compared to 107 in the previous year. 

In addition, the Forest Lodge Integrated Seniors Living 
project in Junction Street, Forest Lodge, is being assessed 
through the State Significant Development (SSD) pathway 
which bypasses the City of Sydney approval process. 

Meanwhile the redevelopment of the Bidura site on Glebe 
Point Road has stalled once again. The latest proposal 
takes advantage of the 30% affordable housing bonus 
under the Housing SEPP 2021 and now includes two towers 
of 10 and 11 storeys with a total of 78 apartments including 
14 affordable apartments and eight attached houses. The 
proposal has been elevated to the SSD pathway.

Members are encouraged to write their own submission 
to Council if they have any concerns about a proposed 
development. A response by TGS only carries the same 
weight (one) as individual responses in the count of the total 
number of objections. 

In January 2026 the City of Sydney issued revisions to 
Section 3.9 (Heritage) of the Development Control Plan 
2012 (DCP 2012) and changed the boundary of Hereford 
and Forest Lodge Conservation Area (C33). TGS asked 
Brian Fuller and Rodney Hammett to review these proposed 
changes back in 2025. A summary of the Society’s 
submission can be found in Bulletin 01/2026.

Community engagement
Enquiries from the public come to the Heritage 
Subcommittee via the email addresses heritage@
glebesocietyorg.au and history@glebesociety.org.au, via 
Contact Us on the website and Comments left on history or 
heritage-related posts on the website. In the main, Rodney 

and Lyn deal with these enquiries. Most are from people 
researching their family histories.

In the past year, we have been asked about 40 questions. 
Some are not too difficult. An ancestor assumed to have 
been involved in a fire at Kew Cottage had in fact died four 
years prior to the event. Publishers Wilde and Woolley have 
long since vacated 16 Darghan Street. An enquirer wanting 
information about the Sussex Street Ragged School in 1876 
was directed to annual reports held by the State Library of 
NSW. City of Sydney Archives was suggested to someone 
wanting photos of Glebe in the 1960s. An enquirer trying 
to track down a teacher who had lived in Glebe and then 
worked in New Guinea was referred to a document held 
by the National Archives of Australia. We recommended 
the National Library of Australia to an enquirer about a 
repository for Una Moncrieff’s theatrical material. We had 
already been asked for the address of the parsonage 
of the Methodist Church in St Johns Road – 81 Arundel 
Street. And we already knew about Thrift’s cottages – one 
of Robert Thrift’s modest dwellings on Glebe Point Road 
that were used as Glebe Council’s first chambers between 
1859–1880 before they moved to the newly built Glebe 
Town Hall.

Several enquiries related to articles published in our Bulletin 
on: the Peninton family; J Meloy Ltd carriers; journalist Brian 
Dewhurst; York brothers butchers; tanner and publican John 
Walton; politician Michael Chapman; Nurse Farrell who ran 
a private hospital in Wigram Road; and relatives of George 
Dann, a builder in Forest Lodge. 

In response to a request from the British Library asking 
about the copyright status of Dora Birtles, we sent 
information about her family and advised checking with 
the Australian Copyright Council. Another overseas query 
came from the editor of the Kenmare Chronicle looking 
for descendants of Florence O’Sullivan, a male (sic) Irish 
immigrant who died in South Australia in 1872. The Dean 
Family enquired about 148 Bridge Road where Chiswell 
Furniture was established in 1920. An Englishman 
researching two friends who lived in Glebe lodgings prior to 
their enlisting in the First World War was sent their military 
records held by NAA. A sheriff in the USA hoped someone 
in Glebe might be able to help with a ‘Jane Doe’ cold case 
dating back to the 1980s.

Contributions to the Bulletin
One of the pleasures of living in Glebe is exploring its 
interesting and varied history. A regular item in the Bulletin 
is the mystery photo which aims to spark interest in and 
recollections of places and events in Glebe and Forest 
Lodge. Wayne took over this segment from Lyn during the 
year and has a wealth of material to work with.

Lyn’s continuing series, Who lived/worked in your street?, 
included articles about Fascination House, the Mackie 
Building, Children’s Hospital matron Frances Holden, the 

https://glebesociety.org.au/city-of-sydney-makes-changes-to-heritage-planning-controls/
mailto:heritage%40glebesocietyorg.au?subject=
mailto:heritage%40glebesocietyorg.au?subject=
mailto:history%40glebesociety.org.au?subject=
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dry cleaners at 4 John Street, solicitor and landowner 
William Redman, cricket barracker ‘Yabba’, UNSW bursar 
J.O.A. Bourke, Kerribree’s Joseph Leeds, Glenwood’s John 
Wood and The Biggin’s Professor Anderson Stuart. (The 
last story was prompted by a photo of Stuart’s house posted 
to TGS from Albury NSW.)

Margaret Cody wrote about her experience walking the 
Stations of the Cross in Glebe on Good Friday.

Rodney wrote about the families who lived at 1 and 3 Avon 
Street between 1885 and 1985, including a Glebe Inspector 
of Nuisances and master mariners who sailed all over the 
world; also of the subdivision and houses built by George 
Dann in Forest Lodge in the late 1880s.

Blue Plaques awarded
We nominated cartoonist 
Les Tanner who grew up in 
Glebe to be considered for a 
commemorative NSW Blue 
Plaque. His plaque has been 
installed at the National Cartoon 
Gallery in Coffs Harbour. Bessie 
Guthrie was another successful 
nominee. Her plaque is due to 

be installed at 97 Derwent Street.

Heritage maintenance
There are a number of outstanding heritage issues that 
continue to rankle:

1. The ‘repair’ to the retaining wall at Forest Lodge Primary 
School

The unsightly engineering-driven ‘repair’ was undertaken 
in 2014. We thought we might have a solution as Council 
accepted responsibility for the full restoration of the 
retaining wall on the opposite side of Ross Street, built at 
the same time as the school retaining wall, for the tram line 
to Harold Park. It turns out that the wall on the opposite side 
was built partly, if not wholly, on the Council-owned footpath 
on Ross Street. However, Council believes the school wall 
is built wholly on land owned by the NSW Department 
of Education. Very difficult to get a response from the 
Department of Education, but Council is following this up.

2. The light rail viaduct at Wentworth Park

This magnificent structure which is listed on the State 
Heritage Register is in considerable disrepair. As well as 
responsibility for the operation and maintenance of the light 
rail service and tracks, maintenance of the viaduct itself 
is also the responsibility of Transdev Sydney Light Rail. 
The ‘comprehensive maintenance program’ promised by 
Transdev in 2019 has yet to materialise. Our local MP Kobi 
Shetty is following this up on our behalf but to date has had 
no response from the Minister responsible.

3. Bidura

As mentioned earlier, the latest proposal for this 
development now sits with the Independent Planning 
Commission as a State Significant Development. A start 
has been made to the restoration of the original Blacket 
house and ballroom, but the builders are now off-site and 

fears remain for the ongoing vandalism of these buildings. 

4. Glebe Island Bridge

Listed on the NSW State Heritage Register and wholly 
owned by the NSW Government, this bridge faces 
demolition by neglect. Despite recent press speculation that 
the bridge may be preserved as a static ‘museum piece’ 
with an elevated pedestrian and cycleway bridge over the 
top, there has been no confirmation or otherwise from the 
State Government nor the Heritage Council.

Heritage resources
In 2021 Council recognised it should be more proactive in 
assisting owners and their advisers to restore properties in 
Heritage Conservation Areas, such as in Glebe and Forest 
Lodge. However, very little happened until the middle of last 
year when a meeting was arranged between the Council, 
the Glebe Society and the Paddington Society and a degree 
of urgency was added. 

Council has now embarked on a comprehensive review 
of the heritage aspects of its website, taking into account 
what has been done by other Councils, notably Woollahra, 
Waverley, Parramatta and Ku-ring-gai. We have seen drafts 
of the proposed webpages that contain a number of very 
helpful links. It is expected that the new webpages will go 
live in a couple of months. 

Council’s decision in 2021 also included the production of 
educational resources. In conjunction with the Paddington 
Society, we will continue to follow this up.

Website review
A small team of Heritage Subcommittee members (Allan, 
Ted, Lyn and Rodney) has been working closely with Sarah 
Fogg and Tarny Burton to review the format, content and 
accessibility of the History and the Heritage sections of our 
website. This project aims to make it easier for members 
and visitors to navigate the site.

NSW Heritage Strategy
Earlier this year the State Government released the NSW 
Heritage Strategy for the next five years. The key objectives 
of this strategy are to tell the stories of NSW, simplify the 
heritage systems and to help owners and custodians. 
One of the indicators of the success of the objective ‘to 
help owners and custodians’ is ‘NSW heritage is better 
protected’.  Let’s hope this will be the case for Glebe Island 
Bridge and the Wentworth Park viaduct! ●

The underside of the deteriorating Glebe Island Bridge, January 2026 
(photo: J Vergison)

https://glebesociety.org.au/two-more-blue-plaques-for-glebe/
https://glebesociety.org.au/two-more-blue-plaques-for-glebe/
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Upcoming Glebe Society Guided Tour
By the Guided Walks team

Houses, Interiors, Gardens:  
A tour of the Caroline Simpson Library Collection
 
When: Thursday 13 August, 10.30am–12.30pm

Where: The Mint, 10 Macquarie Street, Sydney

Meeting place: Foyer of the Mint, next to the café

Please note this tour is for Glebe Society members only

From lampshade designs to lino samples, seed catalogues to 
sheet music, this small museum is a rich source of information and 
inspiration on the history of Australian homes, gardens and domestic 
life from the late 1700s to the present. 

The Collection has a very special link with Glebe having begun life  
in 1984 as the Lyndhurst Conservation Resource Centre in Lyndhurst 
house.

Among the many items in the Collection are architectural pattern 
books, home furnishings, wallpapers, paint colours, tiles, furniture 
and trade catalogues, and past issues of decoration magazines such 
as Home Beautiful. A selection of items will be on display for our visit 
including some with a Glebe association, such as photographs of 
home interiors and catalogues from local timber merchant Hudson’s. 

This guided tour is expected to take 45-60 minutes, after which you'll 
be free to explore the Collection and the revitalised Mint complex, 
formerly the Rum Hospital and Mint Coining Factory, dating from the 
early 1800s. We’ll finish with coffee or tea at the café in the grounds of 
Sydney Hospital next door.

Cost: $20 (Glebe Society members)

Bookings via Eventbrite:   
https://explore-heritage-collection-caroline-simpson-library.eventbrite.
com.au

Catalogue from Hudson’s timber merchant of Blackwattle 
Bay, circa 1930. Used with permission of the Caroline 
Simpson Library & Research Collection, Museums of 
History NSW

The Caroline Simpson Library Collection is housed in The Mint in Macquarie Street 
(Image © Katherine Lu; @_katlu on Instagram) SOLD

 O
UT

https://explore-heritage-collection-caroline-simpson-library.eventbrite.com.au
https://explore-heritage-collection-caroline-simpson-library.eventbrite.com.au
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The Subcommittee has 13 members and during the last 
12 months met on three occasions. Here are some of the 
highlights (and sad losses) of the year. 

Norma Hawkins and Mary Holt
Norma Disher Hawkins, the oldest member of the 
Glebe Society and a founding member of the Blue Wren 
Subcommittee, died in January at the age of 103. In 2007, 
concerns about the future survival of small birds in our 
suburb led to the formation of the Blue Wren Subcommittee. 
Norma continued as an active and enthusiastic member 
of the Subcommittee for the next 19 years. She also made 
a significant financial contribution to support the Society’s 
biodiversity lectures organised by the Subcommittee as well 
as the Craney Small Grants Program which provides funds 
for biodiversity projects in local schools. 

As a member of the Subcommittee said ‘Norma was a 
Glebe icon, a treasure, a great community member, a 
wonderful and amazing person who contributed so much 
to all the lives she touched, how lucky we were to have 
her on our side and I wish she was still with us’. On 23 
February, Councillor Matthew Thomson kindly proposed 
a vale for Norma at a meeting of the Council of the City of 
Sydney. The motion was unanimously accepted and was 
followed by a minute’s silence. Deputy Mayor, Jess Miller, 
then proposed that a park or reserve in Glebe be named 
in Norma’s honour. We all hope that John Street Reserve, 
which Norma loved so much, can be the selected reserve. 

It is also with great sadness that we report the death in 
February 2026 of Mary Holt OAM at 87 years of age. 
Mary and her late husband, John, were very interested in 
the work of the Subcommittee and regularly came to our 
Autumn Party for Glebe’s bushcare volunteers. We also 
greatly appreciated their generous financial support of our 
annual biodiversity lecture. 

Our bushcare groups
The Glebe Palmerston and Surrounds Landcare Group, led 
by Anna Szanto and Ros Vaughan, continue to supervise 
the work of bushcare volunteers on the first Sunday of the 
month. 

The Orphan School Creek Bushcare Group led by Judy 
Christie is in hibernation, following the disappointing 
destruction of its previous plantings of native flora by an 
unknown, probably local person(s). The Council held a 
planting day in the park last month (July 2026) and we are 
hoping that the newly planted flora are not vandalised. The 
Subcommittee also keeps watching briefs over additional 
parks: David Lawrence - Rozelle Bay foreshore parks; 
Bryan Herden - Arthur (Paddy) Gray Reserve; Janice and 
Nick Sangster - Harold Park and Johnstons Creek.

Blue wren sightings
At the end of March, Judy Christie reported the appearance 
of a male and a female Superb Fairy-wren on the western 
edge of the mangroves at the bottom of Federal Park in 
Rozelle Bay. And within a week at much the same time, 
Kim Hague-Smith (a member of the Orphan School Creek 
Bushcare Group) also observed three wrens in the same 
patch of mangroves. These are classic stepping stone 
movements for small birds like Superb Fairy-wrens which 
have been absent from Glebe for most of the last 10-15 
years. It is more than 20 years since mangrove seeds 
collected from Olympic Park were planted by the Council on 
the foreshore of Federal Park. We certainly did not expect 
that such a now well-established waterfront site could 
provide a safe habitat for blue wrens. 

Spring bird survey
It was a perfect morning 
for finding birds on Sunday 
19 October 2025 when 17 
people, led by Judy Christie, 
set out for our annual spring 
bird survey. A total of 794 
individual birds were seen, 
from 33 different species. 
As in previous years, the 
rainbow lorikeet was the 
most common species seen, 
often feeding on flowering 
bottlebrush and eucalypts. 
The noisy miner came 
in second and continues 
to be aggressive to most 
other birds, making a really 
challenging environment for 
small and medium birds. 

Our survey of key habitat 
sites picked up most of the 
regular breeding native 
species (grey butcherbird, 
pied currawong, noisy miner 
and Australian magpie) with 

quite a few nests and juvenile birds. Not to mention the 
Australian brush turkey which we must now include as a 
regular breeding native species. The usual three introduced 
species (spotted dove, rock dove and common myna) 
were seen but numbers of the spotted dove seem to have 
crashed while the feral pigeon keeps increasing. 

The outstanding count of 36 Australian figbirds (compared 
to five last year) could be due to several reasons. The wet 
winter encouraged the flowering and fruiting of Tuckeroos 
(Cupaniopsis anacardioides) which have been planted 

A striated heron, 2023  
(photo: Barb Jarry)

Blue Wren Subcommittee Annual 
Report 2026
By Andrew Wood, Convenor
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as street trees and have freely self-seeded in parks and 
gardens. Better bird identification skills by surveyors may 
also have helped. The figbirds also use figs and palms 
for roosting and feeding and were especially noisy during 
October. Similarly, our regular summer cuckoos - the 
eastern koel and channel-billed cuckoo - made themselves 
well heard. Several new birds appeared on our list this year 
including a king parrot and two grey teals. 

The most productive habitat for small and less common 
birds was once again around the reintroduced mangroves 
at Rozelle Bay and along the edge of the bay where birds 
sometimes roost on boats and piers. Willie wagtails (our 
only small bird), magpie-larks and the striated heron were 
also seen. After a slow start, the mangroves have now 
grown sufficiently to provide a dense, protective habitat 
and could be more extensively introduced along the bay for 
fish habitat, improved water quality and of course roosting, 
feeding and breeding sites for native birds. 

Glebe’s Hill
Members will recall that the Society had asked the City 
to designate the Hill as a wildlife refuge. The 0.6h site of 
contaminated Crown Land (the Hill was originally a garbage 
tip), between the light railway line and the Harold Park 
Tramsheds, is fenced and public access is supposedly 
restricted. 

In October last year, Monica Barone (the City of Sydney’s 
Chief Executive Officer) said ‘We are now engaging an 
Environmental Consultant to assess the current site 
conditions and develop an on-going management plan. This 
will help us develop long term plans and determine whether 
we can act on your proposals, including your suggestion 
that the site be designated as a wildlife refuge and that no 
major remediation should occur.’  However, nine months 
later the Society has still not been able to arrange a meeting 
with the City and it appears that a consultant may not have 
been appointed. 

Marcia Morley, the City’s Executive Manager Project 
Development and Delivery, was named as the contact 
person. Last month, the Acting President wrote to Ms 
Morley saying that the Society remains concerned about the 
security of the site which should be strictly off limits to the 
public, and that the fencing is continually being breached 
despite the best efforts of Council staff. We reminded 
her that back in 2010 the Council undertook to prevent 
public access to the site and to ensure any risks from 
contamination on the site are adequately controlled. 

In response, the Council has recently repaired the gate 
and installed warning signs at the main entrance to the Hill 
but no signs have been placed at the western entrance 
near Johnstons Creek. Further, public access to the likely 
contaminated walkway between the Hill and the Tramsheds 
has not been blocked by secure gates and fencing, and 
there are no warning signs. The story continues!

2014 Urban Ecology Strategic Action Plan 
In January this year, the Society responded to a request 
from the City to advise upon updates for its 2014 Urban 
Ecology Strategic Action Plan. The Society’s important 
recommendations were:

•	 to improve small bird habitat especially in pocket parks 
which are essential in habitat connectivity,

•	 to add Glebe’s Hill to the City’s list of biodiversity priority 
sites, and 

•	 to ensure that in the future, biodiversity is a fundamental 
component of urban design by identifying critical areas 
that need protection and enhancement; biodiversity 
should be planned for spatially in the same way we 
would plan for human-centric urban infrastructure. 

Johnstons Creek Parklands Masterplan 
(2013) and Plan of Management (2022)
The current Master Plan and Plan of Management are no 
longer fit for purpose and require updating. In December, 
the Acting President wrote to the Lord Mayor requesting 
that these documents be revised. In summary, the Society’s 
recommendations were:

•	 to actively investigate the feasibility of extending the 
plantings of mangroves to new areas in Bicentennial 
Park 2; 

•	 to expand the areas of saltmarsh and to construct 
additional freshwater wetlands, and: 

•	 to avoid a major remediation of Glebe’s Hill, to expand 
its size by including the pathway along its southern 
boundary and to designate the expanded Hill as a 
wildlife refuge.

In reply, the Lord Mayor said the City will look at ways to 
restore and protect important natural areas (as part of a new 
Coastal Management Program for outer Sydney Harbour), 
would renew the fencing around the Federal Park wetland 
and would be engaging an environmental consultant to 
assess the current site conditions on Glebe’s Hill and 
develop an ongoing management plan. 

Kobi Shetty’s acknowledgement
In March, Kobi Shetty MP tabled a Community 
Recognition Statement in NSW Parliament saying that the 
Subcommittee’s ‘efforts contribute to creating a valuable 
urban wildlife refuge and strengthening biodiversity in the 
area. Events like the Blue Wrens Autumn Party (for our 
bushcare volunteers) are a wonderful example of their 
collaborative approach in action, creating opportunities for 
neighbours to connect and celebrate the vibrant community 
spirit that defines Glebe’. ●

New signage recently placed on the newly repaired main entrance gate 
to Glebe’s Hill near the Jubilee Park light rail stop. (Photo Andrew Wood, 
July 2026).
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July's mystery photo showed the underside of the 
Harold Park harness racing track extension over 
Johnstons Creek, looking towards The Crescent.  
Rodney Hammett, John Sergeant and Dale 
Dengate identified the photo.

In 1995 the track was rebuilt as the previous track 
was regarded as tight and not up to international 
standards. It was lengthened from 754m to 
805m, widened to a standard width of 17m and 
the curves banked. This necessitated raising 
the north-west corner over the Johnstons Creek 
stormwater channel. 

The track was demolished entirely in 2007 after 
the racetrack and grounds were sold to Mirvac 
for $185m when the value of the Harold Park site 
and diminishing crowds made its sale irresistible. 
The New South Wales Harness Racing Club 
moved its operations to Menangle Park.

Twin tram tracks originally ran along the eastern 
(LH in the photo) side of Johnstons Creek from 
The Crescent to the Tramsheds. There is a 
vestige of the tram tracks in the fence made from 
railway line posts and pipes bordering Johnstons 
Creek.  

Rodney Hammett recalled driving from The 
Crescent to Federal Road along the former tram 
track before the Bicentennial Park was created in 
1988 (which reduced the stretch of Federal Road 
in the park to a footpath).

The photo, right, taken in 1958, including a 
tram and its conductor, shows the same place 
but looking in the opposite direction from The 
Crescent towards the Tramsheds.

When and where was this photo 
taken and what’s going on?

Please send your suggestions to  
history@glebesociety.org.au  
with ‘Mystery Photo’ in the subject line.

Mystery Photo
By Wayne Carveth

July solution

June mystery photo

This month’s mystery photo

View under the Harold Park racetrack over Johnstons Creek looking towards The 
Crescent road bridge (photo: Wayne Carveth 10 Jan 2004)

(Source: Central Sydney Planning Committee, 10 February 2011)

A late entry for the June mystery photo came 
from Jacqueline Smith. She identified the former 
Baby Health Centre as she worked there as a 
young midwife in the early 1990s.
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This month’s In Focus photo 
competition
By Mary Regan

Street at Night by Phillip Vergison

This month's winner Rainy Night in Glebe by Jane Gatwood

Wattle from the Ferry by Dale Dengate

We have three interesting photos this month: thanks Jane Gatwood, 
Dale Dengate and Phillip Vergison for your entries. 

Dale’s photo ‘Wattle from the Ferry’ is a well-composed and 
surprising view of Glebe. It almost looks like we are deep in the bush 
somewhere, but with a late Victorian house emerging from a glorious 
colourful profusion of wattle. There’s also a quirkiness, with the 
windows of Bellevue Cottage poking over the wattle like a pair of eyes, 
with the moody sky above.

It is amazing how different a street can look at night. In ‘Street at 
Night’ Phillip has captured interesting light, changing an ordinary street 
into a moody, almost eerie scene, with shadows of the branches and 
bushes, and the empty windows evocative of past lives.  

Our winner this month is Jane’s ‘Rainy Night in Glebe’, a crisp clear 
shot of lights and reflections on Glebe Point Road, making us all 
recall the recent ‘big wet’. It’s a very ‘now’ shot, busy but fun, with the 
colours, the shine, the NAIDOC poster, and the bare branches and 
fallen leaves that signify we really are in winter. And of course, the 
ubiquitous e-bikes!  

Congratulations to Jane, who will go into the running for our Photo of 
the Year, and the prize of two free tickets for one of next year’s Glebe 
Society Guided Walks or a Glebe Talks event. The winning photograph 
will be published in the first edition of the Bulletin next year.

Enter your photos!
We are really keen to see and share your photos, particularly of 
interesting subjects. Please make sure your photos are very clear, 
high-resolution images. Sadly, we’ve not been able to accept some 
recent entries because they are just too blurry for publication. The 
picture might look OK on a phone, but not when enlarged on a screen. 
Before clicking the shutter or the smartphone button, take a moment 
to compose your photo, set your focus and take care to keep a steady 
hand. Take multiple shots, to have a better chance of capturing a good 
shot with clear details. 

You can send your photo in at any time. Please email them or any 
questions to photo-comp@glebesociety.org.au. The closing date to be 
featured in next month’s Bulletin is Friday 21 August. You can check 
out the rules on our website.

https://glebesociety.org.au/in-focus-photo-comp-rules/
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THE GLEBE ART 
SHOW Navigating myGov

7 pm Tuesday 18 August
Upstairs at The Harold,  
70A Ross Street, Forest Lodge. 
 
Open for pub meals from 5.30 pm  
Entry by donation

A moved reading, adapted and directed by Nicholas 
Papademetriou

Image: supplied

The Cat and the 
Canary

Players in the Pub

Free information workshop

By Carol Yuen, Secretary, Glebe Art Society

‘Rescue’ by Dr Therese Kenyon, Sydney artist and printmaker.

The Glebe Art Show is back in the Tramsheds from  
15–25 October. 

The impact of a changing climate gets many of us 
(including myself as a local artist) thinking about our future 
and how we will find the innovation and resilience needed 
to confront this challenge.

The Glebe Art Show has prizes in several categories, 
including one for works that portray this challenge. The 
Green Horizon Prize of $500 is sponsored by our local 
member, the Hon. Kobi Shetty. 

Therese Kenyon’s image (above) conveys many questions 
and feelings about hope, despair and a determination to 
survive. Artists’ entries could also focus on the landscape 
or local wildlife. They will be judged on artistic merit and 
the ability to convey their message about climate and 
environmental change.

When: 	Friday 14 August, 10.30 am–12.30 pm 

Where: St Helen’s Community Centre,  
	 184 Glebe Point Road

Services Australia is running a workshop on myGov, the 
Australian Government’s centralised digital portal, which 
allows you to access multiple government services online 
using a single username and password.

Come along and learn how to:

•	 register and link services

•	 set up and navigate the app.

There’ll be time for questions. Morning tea provided. 

Cost: Free, but bookings are recommended. 

To book: contact Amber Figura on 02 9265 9179 or 
afigura@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

Entries open on 29 August. 

Check the Glebe Art Show website for more details on 
how to enter and updates on opening times and activities. 
Visitors are welcome.  
www.glebeartshow.org.au

mailto:afigura%40cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au?subject=
http://www.glebeartshow.org.au
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Glebe Society Annual General 
Meeting,  Community Centre, 
Tramsheds, 
11 am

Deadline for photo 
competition September 
Bulletin

Players in the Pub,  
The Harold, Wigram Road
7 pm

Deadline for nominating for 
a position on Management 
Committee

For your calendar

Deadline for contributions to 
September Bulletin

Glebe Eats, Otto Noorba,  
79 Glebe Point Road
6 pm

37th Annual Glebe Music  
Festival, 
www.glebemusicfestival.com

Glebe Art Show, Community 
Centre, Tramsheds

Sunday
August

Friday
August

Tuesday
August

Friday
August

Tuesday
August

Tuesday
September

Friday

Thurs

Sunday

Sunday

23

21

18

07

25

01

6 - 22

15 - 25

August

September

November

October

Management Committee
See our website for details on how to contact the 
Management Committee, subcommittee convenors and 
other contacts.

For more things happening locally,  
see What’s On in Glebe and What’s On in Forest Lodge

https://glebesociety.org.au/about/contacts/

Membership
To join or renew, please

	 complete the Membership Form on our website, or

	 contact the Secretary on  
	 secretary@glebesociety.org.au

	 choose Individual, Joint, Household, Concession or 	
	 Corporate membership

The Glebe Society Inc, PO Box 100, Glebe NSW 2037

▶
▶

▶
Views expressed in this Bulletin are not necessarily those of the Glebe 

Society Inc. Articles and photos submitted for any of the Glebe Society's 
publications, including the website and Bulletin, may also be used in the 

Glebe Society's other publications unless otherwise agreed.

Book Glebe Society events through  
our Eventbrite page

GLEBE EATS
By Karen Ginn

The next ‘Glebe Eats’ event will be on Tuesday  1 
September at Otto Noorba, 79 Glebe Point Road, 
beginning at 6pm. As usual there will be a set menu, 
designed to be shared, at a price of $50 per head, to be 
paid in cash on the day.

Otto Noorba serves Mediterranean, Italian and Modern 
Turkish food. The menu will include vegetarian and non-
vegetarian options with the spice factor mostly mild. You 
can bring your own beer and wine, and drinks will also be 
available for purchase at the restaurant at additional cost.

Members and non-members are all welcome. So, invite 
your friends and neighbours to this Glebe Society 
participatory event designed to promote community and 
support local restaurants. 

Please RSVP to glebeeats@glebesociety.org.au by 
Tuesday 25 August so we can tell the restaurant the 
number of people who will be attending. Book early so you 
are not disappointed.

A Glebe Society event designed to promote  
community and support local restaurants

Glebe in about 1972, Denman Lane, rear of St Johns Road near 
Wentworth St (image: Allan McEvoy)

http://www.glebemusicfestival.com
https://whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/suburbs/glebe
https://whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/suburbs/forest-lodge
https://glebesociety.org.au/about/contacts/
https://glebesociety.org.au/membership-applicationrenewal/
mailto:secretary%40glebesociety.org.au?subject=Membership
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/the-glebe-society-4066434169
mailto:glebeeats%40glebesociety.org.au?subject=

