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The developer of the old Fish Market site, Mirvac, intends 
building a 150 metre high, 42 storey apartment block – taller 
than the struts on the nearby Anzac Bridge – and another 
block of 36 storeys, despite Infrastructure for NSW (INSW) 
stating the maximum height would be 35 storeys. 1 

Mirvac plans to build six buildings. The seventh, for student 
accommodation ‘with approximately 601 beds’, will be built 
by Scape. 2 

INSW expects the entire site to eventually house 2400 
residents and provide facilities for 5600 workers: a total of 
8000 people. Another 10,000 people are expected to live 
and work on the other side of the Anzac Bridge when the 
proposed Bays West development is completed. Clearly, 
such a massive increase in population of the two areas will 
need a commensurate increase in services including public 
transport, schools, community facilities and open space. 

The original plan for the old Fish Market site, released in 
2021, proposed towers of 45 storeys, a narrow 10 metre 
wide waterfront walkway and a maze of narrow, windy, 
overshadowed roads. 

The Glebe Society submitted one of 2409 objections to 
the plan, 58 per cent of which objected to the height of the 
towers. In response, the Blackwattle Bay State Significant 
Precinct Finalisation Report, published in December 2022, 
stated that the new buildings would range from six to 35 
storeys in height. 3

 
 
However, Mirvac still plans to build at least one tower of 42 
storeys, according to the Blackwattle Bay Stage 2 detailed 
State Significant Development scoping report, June 2026 
Final. It was prepared for Mirvac by Urbis and covers the 
second stage of the development: that is, buildings 3, 4, 5 
and 6. Ultimately the site will have eight buildings (see page 
6 of the scoping report, figure 1). There is no mention in 
the Stage 2 Report of the heights of buildings 1, 2, 7 and 
8, although building 7 also appears to be a tower. (Detailed 
scoping for buildings 1, 2, 7 and 8 will occur later).
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Proposed Blackwattle Bay 
Development
By Asa Wahlquist, Bays and Foreshores Convenor

Plan showing the whole site and location of the proposed Stage 2 
buildings 3, 4, 5 and 6. (Source: City of Sydney Council)How high?

https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=SSD-122081754%2120260619T030046.013+GMT
https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=SSD-122081754%2120260619T030046.013+GMT
https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=SSD-122081754%2120260619T030046.013+GMT
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Last December, when INSW announced Mirvac was the 
preferred developer, it stated, ‘New buildings will range 
from 3 to 35 storeys in height. The average height of the 
buildings across the precinct is similar to the height of the 
Pyrmont Jackson Landing development’. 4   

So why is Mirvac proposing two, perhaps three, towers, 
which would be taller than 35 storeys?

According to the scoping report, in May 2025 a further 
Planning Proposal for the precinct was ‘amended such 
that the consent authority need only be satisfied that 
development “considers” the Blackwattle Bay Design 
Guidelines rather than requiring strict consistency  
with them’. 

The towers would be on the city side of the site. Building 3 
will have a tower of 33 storeys above a podium of four or 
five storeys, reaching a height of 117.5 metres. Building 6 
will have 39 storeys on a podium of several storeys soaring 
to 150.5 metres, 42 storeys high all up.   

The struts of the Anzac Bridge are 120 metres high. 5 

The maximum building height for the north-east part of the 
site (building 6) is 141 metres, for the south-east (building 3) 
it is 106 metres, and for the western side (buildings 4 and 5) 
it is 37.5 metres. The latter, mid-rise buildings of 8 storeys at 
33.1m high, are within the requirements. Buildings 3 and 6 
are not.   

The scoping report states: ‘Parts of buildings 3 and 6 will 
exceed the maximum height of building in the relevant part 
of the site. The proposed height variations will facilitate a 
more slender and finer grain design approach that better 
responds to the site’s context and are not anticipated to give 
rise to any adverse environmental impacts (e.g. additional 
shadow impacts)’. (See p 27). 

A spokesperson from INSW said Mirvac has ‘commenced 
planning and design and are [sic] also undertaking 
stakeholder consultation. They are only in the early phases 
of planning, and no development applications have yet  
been lodged.’  

Mirvac will not provide affordable housing onsite; instead 
it will make a contribution to the City of Sydney. When 
INSW announced Mirvac was the preferred developer, it 
also mentioned ‘a significant financial contribution enabling 
around 100 new affordable homes to be delivered by the 
City of Sydney....This is in line with the City of Sydney 
Affordable Housing program’.

Consultation on the demolition of the old Fish Market closed 
on June 12. 

Works on site are expected to begin next year, 2027, and to 
be completed by 2030.

 

An EIS is being prepared for the next stage, which will 
include construction of a 10 metre wide over-water 
boardwalk. The waterfront walk, which will be the last 
link in the 15 kilometre harbour walk from Rozelle Bay to 
Woolloomooloo, will be 30 metres wide, including the board 
walk.

The existing over-water boardwalk in front of the Glebe 
Rowing Club, built only about 15 years ago, has been 
closed for repair for several months which raises questions 
about the wisdom of developing a more extensive, and 
presumably more heavily used, over-water boardwalk on the 
northern side of Blackwattle Bay. ●

Proposed boardwalk

1 Mirvac Buildings 3, 4, 5, & 6 https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=SSD-
122081754%2120260619T030046.013+GMT

2 Scape https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=PDA-121634489%2120260508T05313
5.479+GMT

3 https://blackwattlebay.insw.com/media/n1opcx1p/guide-to-the-state-significant-precinct-study-2021.pdf

4 https://blackwattlebay.insw.com/news-and-updates/preferred-developer-announced.

5 Anzac Bridge https://apps.environment.nsw.gov.au/dpcheritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=4305018&lang=en

Artist's impression of development, subject to planning approvals (source:blackwattlebay.insw.com)

https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=SSD-122081754%2120260619T030046.013+GMT
https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=SSD-122081754%2120260619T030046.013+GMT
https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=PDA-121634489%2120260508T053135.479+GMT
https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=PDA-121634489%2120260508T053135.479+GMT
https://blackwattlebay.insw.com/media/n1opcx1p/guide-to-the-state-significant-precinct-study-2021.pdf
https://blackwattlebay.insw.com/news-and-updates/preferred-developer-announced
https://apps.environment.nsw.gov.au/dpcheritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=4305018&lang=en
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From the President
By Duncan Leys, Acting President

This month we feature articles about two major new developments 
that will affect Glebe. Neither the old Fish Market site nor the 
proposed Bays West development by Lendlease are actually 
located in Glebe, but the proximity and scale of the developments 
on Blackwattle and Rozelle Bays opposite Glebe means that they 
will inevitably have an impact on Glebe in terms of visual impact, 
pressure on community facilities, green space, traffic and so on. 

Both are part of the NSW Government’s push to speed up the 
provision of housing and streamline the planning assessment system. 
All very well, but this should not mean a one-size-fits-all approach 
to development that takes no account of local circumstances, nor 
be at the expense of community engagement in planning decisions. 
The Glebe Society has said as much in our recent submissions on 
consultation papers: 

•	 Housing for All Discussion Paper, City of Sydney Council

•	 Targeted Assessment Development Discussion Paper, 
Department of Planning Housing and Infrastructure 

•	 Complying Development (CDC) variations and changes, 
Department of Planning Housing and Infrastructure

•	 Statewide Community Participation Plan, Department of 
Planning, Housing and Infrastructure

Click on each to see a copy of our submission. Thanks particularly to 
Brian Fuller for his work on these.

We have an exciting speaker, Elizabeth Farrelly, well known critic and 
commentator on urban development, at our AGM on 23 August. So 
put the date in your diary. ●

Duncan Leys, Acting President

Membership Renewals 2026-2027
By Jude Paul, Secretary

Thank you to those members who have already 
renewed their membership for 2026–27 and a 
reminder to those who haven’t that their renewal 
was due by 30 June 2026. You can make an 
online payment by clicking here, or visit our 
website at www.glebesociety.org.au and click on 
the orange Join/Renew button at the top right of 
every page. You can pay by direct debit, credit 
card or Paypal.

Several members have indicated their intention to 
renew, but unfortunately payment has not been 
received. Perhaps it would be good to check 
bank records if you think this could be you. If you 
have any trouble making the payment, please 
contact Jane, our Treasurer, on 0488 188 355. ●

https://glebesociety.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Housing-for-All-TGS-Submission-to-CoS-compressed.pdf
https://glebesociety.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Targeted-Assessment-Development-TGS-Submission-to-DPI.pdf
https://glebesociety.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Complying-Development-Variations-and-Changes-TGS-Submission-to-TGS.pdf
https://glebesociety.org.au/wp-content/uploads/TGSI-NSW-Government-Proposed-Community-Participation-Plan.pdf
https://glebesociety.org.au/membership/membership-applicationrenewal/
http://www.glebesociety.org.au
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Glebe Society Guided Walks
By Dorothy Davis and Helena Klijn

Attendees of our recent guided visit to the Sydney Heritage Fleet 
workshop at White Bay struck it triply lucky in enjoying not only a 
highly informative tour around the workshop and floating fleet, but 
also a sunny respite from the Sydney winter chill. And thirdly lucky 
because the walk was oversubscribed and not everyone could be 
accommodated. The Glebe Society has been able to donate $650 to 
the Heritage Fleet, assisting in their mission to ‘keep the fleet afloat’. 

We are especially indebted to Alex Byrne for not only coordinating 
and guiding the visit, but also giving us an excellent history of the fleet 
and related industries along the foreshore of White Bay. Matt Wright 
and Jon Simpson also generously shared their expertise, as did fellow 
volunteers Kathy Reid and Rosie Simpson. Our warmest thanks to 
them all.  

The images show the current main SHF project, the restoration of the 
Sydney ferry Kanangra (interior and exterior), with fleet guide  
Jon Simpson.

Images: Helena Klijn

Upcoming Walks
Following a wonderful visit to the Sydney Heritage Fleet on 
a glorious sunny June morning, our next event, with colder 
weather approaching, will be indoors.  

Houses, Interiors, Gardens, a tour of the Caroline 
Simpson Library Collection, located in The Mint in 
Macquarie Street, is being planned for August.   

From lampshade designs to lino samples, seed catalogues 
to soap recipes, this small museum is a rich source of 
information and inspiration on the history of Australian 
homes, gardens and domestic life from the late 1700s to  
the present.

Among the many items in the collection are:

•	 home furnishings, wallpapers, paint colours, light 
fittings, leaded glass, floor coverings and garden 
ornaments;

•	 photographs, magazines, catalogues, sample boards 
and drawings illustrating home interiors;

•	 sheet music and music manuscripts; and

•	 examples of the work of 20th century Sydney interior 
designers such as Marion Hall Best and Leslie Walford.

Watch for details in the next Bulletin.

Walks under consideration for later in the year include a stroll to The University of Sydney’s Carillon; Retracing the Glebe 
Society’s Activist Role over 50 + Years; Glebe Foreshore Transformation; and a visit to the White Rabbit Gallery in 
Chippendale. ●
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Who lived in your street? 
Joseph Michael Forde (1840–1929)
By Lyn Collingwood

Joseph Michael Forde or J.M. Forde was a journalist for 40 years 
who wrote under the names of ‘Old Chum’ and ‘Hayseed’. His gossipy 
histories of Australian people and places are of continuing value to 
researchers. He migrated from Dublin as a teenager in 1857 and 
made his way as a publican, commercial traveller, commission agent 
and book agent, before becoming a well-known columnist in The 
Bulletin, Truth, Sydney Sportsman and the Melbourne Age. 

His connection with Glebe? He and his family lived for a while 
in Hereford Street, and his young son ‘Wee Davie’ died there of 
complications of diphtheria in 1878. 

Lyn Collingwood’s interest in J.M. Forde was sparked by seeing 
Wee Davie’s grave site in Waverley Cemetery during a recent Glebe 
Society walk. 

See her full article on the Glebe Society website. ●

‘Somebody’s darling lies buried here.’ The burial marker 
of ‘Wee Davie’, son of J M Forde, in Waverley Cemetery 
(Photo: Phil Young)

Wood Street playground area (photo: Judy Christie)

The Glebe Palmerston and Surrounds Landcare Group continues to 
meet on the first Sunday of each month from 8 to 10 am for weeding 
and maintenance of the three small parks near the Palmerston 
Avenue steps. The next working bee is on Sunday 5 July. Please 
contact Anna Szanto at glebepalmerstonlandcare@gmail.com if you 
would like to help.

All are invited to join the Orphan School Creek Bushcare Group for a 
community planting at the Wood Street playground in Forest Lodge. 
The event will be held on Sunday 19 July from 10–11 am. The site 
is part of the Orphan School Creek Reserve accessed from Wood 
Street near the corner of Hereford Street, Forest Lodge. The City 
of Sydney urban ecology team are organising and supporting the 
planting and providing gloves and tools. However please bring your 
own gloves if you have them and wear covered shoes. More details 
from urbanecology@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au. It is not necessary to 
register beforehand.

This area was part of the bushland restoration project for Orphan 
School Creek, with the first trees and shrubs planted in 2009. The 
community planting event will focus on infill planting of native grasses 
and wildflowers to improve habitat for birds, bees and butterflies.

There will also be a National Tree Day planting event at Harold 
Park on Friday 24 July at 10 am. See https://nationaltreeday.org.au/
site/10031949 ●

News from the Blue Wren Subcommittee
Volunteering Opportunities
By Andrew Wood and Judy Christie

https://glebesociety.org.au/person/jm-forde/
mailto:glebepalmerstonlandcare%40gmail.com?subject=Working%20Bee%20%28Sunday%205%20July%29
mailto:urbanecology%40cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au?subject=
https://nationaltreeday.org.au/site/10031949
https://nationaltreeday.org.au/site/10031949
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Heritage Matters
When a minute takes years
By Ted McKeown, Heritage Subcommittee co-convenor

By Jude Paul, Secretary

Back on 17 May 2021, the Lord Mayor penned a minute 
noting that “The Glebe Society, Millers Point Residents 
Action Group and The Paddington Society [had] asked 
Council to consider increased heritage protection for their 
areas”.  As a result, among other resolutions, the Council 
resolved that:

“the Chief Executive Officer be requested to: 

(i)	 review the City’s website so that the City’s heritage 
information resources are more easily found and 
understood. Details about and direction to relevant 
NSW Government policies should also be provided; 
[and] 

(ii)	 develop an education resource including online 
and in-person programs that raise knowledge and 
awareness of heritage property owners about the 
opportunities and limitations for maintenance and 
development of their properties.”

 
Details of the original and an amended minute are available 
on Council’s webpage.

And in the ensuing four years, what has happened in 
response to these resolutions?  

Precisely, nothing.

UNTIL … on 30 June last year, we managed to arrange a 
meeting with the Deputy Lord Mayor, Councillor Jess Miller, 
and her energetic offsider, Tory Brown. On the other side of 
the table were Fiona Campbell, myself, and Linda Gosling, 
the Vice President of the Paddington Society.

After a false start, when it was suggested that the Society 
should do the job the Council had agreed to do, but 
supported by a Council grant (!), things started to move, 
and I am pleased to say that the Council has now done 
something to implement recommendation (i), the review of 
the heritage aspects of its website. At present, that website 
is woefully inadequate in dealing with heritage issues – in 
contrast with other Councils, such as Woollahra, Waverley, 
Ku-ring-gai and Parramatta, whose websites and other 
facilities are really helpful to owners of heritage properties 
and their advisers. 

There was a further meeting at Town Hall House on 2 June 
this year, when Adele Zubrzycka and a team of Council 
officers presented the proposed heritage webpages to 
representatives of the Glebe Society and the Paddington 
Society. We were agreeably surprised by the work that has 
already been done. The proposed webpages also have a 
number of links to other sites that will be very helpful!  It is 
expected that the new webpages will go live in late July or 
early August, so watch this space.

This has not been achieved without a huge effort from the 
Glebe Society along with support from the Paddington 
Society, and I would like to single out Fiona Campbell as the 
driving force behind that effort.  

Our next mission is to follow up the Council’s obligation 
to implement recommendation (ii), the development of 
educational resources. Wish us luck! ●

Annual General Meeting 2026
Our AGM this year will be held on Sunday 23 August, 11 am–12.30 
pm, in the Community Centre at the Tramsheds in Harold Park.  
All are welcome. 

Our guest speaker is Elizabeth Farrelly. She will join us ‘in 
conversation’ hosted by veteran journalist and former Glebe Society 
President Allan Hogan.

Dr Elizabeth Farrelly is a writer, critic, award-winning columnist 
and a former City of Sydney Councillor. Trained in architecture and 
philosophy, she is host of the Substack Make Me a City, a regular 
columnist in The Saturday Paper and ArchitectureAU, host of The 
Sydneyist on Eastside Radio, and founder and CEO of The Better 
Cities Initiative, established to transform the culture of city-making 
around citizen-led planning and connectivity – a particular passion for 
Elizabeth. 

Members are invited to join us for light refreshments after the meeting.
Elizabeth Farrelly, guest speaker at our AGM  
on 23 August 

https://meetings.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=20055&Opt=0


05/2026 July 2026

Glebe Society Bulletin 7

By Rodney Hammett
Possible changes at Rozelle Bay

Some of our members might not have seen the recent press 
regarding Lendlease’s unsolicited proposal for a major 
mixed-use redevelopment at Rozelle Bay, which would 
include 3500 homes.

In March Asa Wahlquist reported in the Glebe Society 
Bulletin that the State Government was understood to be 
considering plans for a major new development opposite 
Bicentennial Park on the other side of Rozelle Bay. 

Things have clearly moved on, as The Urban Developer 
reported on 29 April that: 

The NSW Government has progressed the 
development heavyweight’s proposal to Stage 2 of the 
assessment process as part of the broader Bays West 
precinct transformation in the Harbour City’s inner west.

The progression allows more detailed evaluation of 
planning controls, design outcomes, infrastructure 
integration and delivery pathways for the waterfront site, 
which forms one of the most significant renewal areas 
within the harbour foreshore.

Obviously, it’s early days but if built this would have a huge 
impact on the existing marine businesses on the northern 
side of the Bay as they provide important facilities which 
help maintain existing services for the whole harbour. 

The Sydney Heritage Fleet which is currently located here 
has reportedly been offered new premises at White Bay, 
near the White Bay Power Station. (https://www.shf.org.au/
shipyard-relocation)

What housing mix will the Government require? Watch this 
space …

Lendlease’s website on the proposal is rozellebay.com ●

Caption

Artist's impression of development on Rozelle Bay (image: The Urban Developer, 29 April 2026)

Location of proposed development (source: rozellebay.com)

https://glebesociety.org.au/end-of-working-harbour/
https://www.shf.org.au/shipyard-relocation
https://www.shf.org.au/shipyard-relocation
https://www.rozellebay.com/


05/2026 July 2026

Glebe Society Bulletin 8

Six people gave answers, some with fond 
recollections of going there with their babies: Lyn 
Collingwood in the early 1970s, Dale Dengate 
who took her babies in the 1960s to be weighed 
and measured and to discuss their feeding and 
general progress, Salle-Ann Ehms, whose Mums 
Group was initiated in the 1990s by nurses at the 
centre. Also, Alison McKeown, Nick Sangster and 
Phil Young.

The first public services providing child and family 
health care to NSW children and their families 
opened in 1914. The early focus was on reducing 
infant mortality as in 1914 about 100 in 1000 
children died before they turned one. The causes 
were predominately gastroenteritis and other 
infections. Today, fewer than 5 children per 1000 
die. See Our Babies: The State’s Best Asset – A 
History of 100 Years of Child and Family Health 
Services in NSW, from NSW Health.

The first Baby Health Centre in Glebe opened 
in 1915 at 76 St Johns Rd, Corner Broughton 
Street, Glebe (the building is extant but minus the 
veranda roof iron decoration).

In 1944, the Department of Education agreed 
to transfer control of the old Hereford House 
grounds (which became Foley Park) to the Glebe 
Municipal Council on the explicit condition that a 
new baby health centre be built on the property. 
The brick baby health centre opened there in 
1951 on the site of former tennis courts.

Child and family health services currently operate 
from Glebe Town Hall in St Johns Road.

Where, what and when  
was this?

Please send your suggestions to  
history@glebesociety.org.au  
with ‘Mystery Photo’ in the subject line.

Mystery Photo
By Wayne Carveth

June solution

This month’s mystery photo

This was the Baby Health Centre in Foley Park. 
It was built in 1951 and demolished in 2009.

Photo: Wayne Carveth 2007

The original Baby Health Centre in Glebe (photo: NSW State Archives)

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/kidsfamilies/MCFhealth/Publications/kf-our-babies-the-states-best-assets-100-years.pdf
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/kidsfamilies/MCFhealth/Publications/kf-our-babies-the-states-best-assets-100-years.pdf
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/kidsfamilies/MCFhealth/Publications/kf-our-babies-the-states-best-assets-100-years.pdf
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This month’s In Focus photo 
competition
By Mary Regan

This month’s winner – The Building, the Sky and the Moon, by Philip 
Vergison

Reaching for the Sky, by Susan Ingram

Thanks to Susan Ingram and Philip Vergison for your 
entries this month.

Our winner this month is Philip’s photograph which we’ve 
titled ‘The Building, the Sky and the Moon’, a wonderful 
contrast between the sharp lines of a not particularly 
exciting building and the dramatic sky and soft clouds, lit 
up by the moon.  The lighting is also interesting, the cool 
coloured building contrasting against the intensity of the 
sky, with the amber lights of the apartments. 

Congratulations Philip!  Philip is now in the running for the 
Photo of the Year prize, which is two free tickets for one of 
next year’s Glebe Society Guided Walks or a Glebe Talks 
event. The winning photograph will be published in the first 
edition of the Bulletin next year.

Susan’s shot ‘Reaching for the Sky’ showcases one of our 
majestic trees in Foley Park on a brilliant winter day.
 
 
Share your photos of Glebe  
or Forest Lodge
 
We are really keen to see and share your photos, 
particularly of interesting subjects, but a reminder that 
entries need to be very clear, high-resolution images. Sadly, 
we’ve not been able to accept some recent entries because 
they are just too blurry for publication. The picture might 
look OK on a phone, but not when enlarged on a screen. 

Before clicking the shutter or the smart-phone button, take 
a moment to compose your photo, set your focus and take 
care to keep a steady hand. Take multiple shots to have a 
better chance of capturing a good shot with clear details. 

Send your photos in at any time to photo-comp@
glebesociety.org.au. The closing date to be featured in next 
month’s Bulletin is Friday 18 July. 

You can check out the rules on our website.

mailto:photo-comp%40glebesociety.org.au?subject=
mailto:photo-comp%40glebesociety.org.au?subject=
https://glebesociety.org.au/in-focus-photo-comp-rules/
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Glebe Music Festival concerts
Special Concert
 
On Friday 24 July, a Special Glebe Music Festival Concert will feature pianists Duo Mimesi 
at 7 pm at Margaretta Cottage in Leichhardt St, Glebe. Bookings and more details through 
TryBooking. 
 
 
Annual Festival
 
The 37th Annual Glebe Music Festival will run from 6 to 22 November 2026 with a series of 
six concerts at several venues in Glebe. See details at glebemusicfestival.com.

The second and third concerts feature a micro-opera called ‘Lace’.  

When: Saturday 7 November 7 pm and Sunday 8 November 3 pm.

Tickets: Only available through TryBooking. Saturday (including light supper and drinks): 
$40, concessions $20. Sunday (including afternoon tea): $20. 

Where: Margaretta Cottage, 6 Leichhardt Street, Glebe (disabled access at 18A Cook 
Street).

Performers: Steve Machamer (percussion), Hester Wilson (soprano), Tara Hashambhoy 
(violin) and Diana Weston (harpsichord).

Programme: Lace: A micro opera. Music by Diana Blom.

In 1788, a young woman of just 20 named Esther Abrahams stole some lace and that act 
transformed her life. She was caught, tried, convicted and transported. Esther was a young 
mother when she arrived at Sydney Cove as a convict. Little did she expect to survive 
the hardships of an unknown landscape, starvation and isolation. She not only survived, 
she thrived. Within 20 years, she was the proud owner of land, a substantial home with 
surrounding productive gardens, and married to Lieutenant Governor George Johnston. 
However, it was not to last. Accused of madness, she was stripped of all she had made, her 
purpose and her independence. ●Esther Abrahams (Image: National 

Museum of Australia)

Tuesday 21 July 2026 – 7 pm
The Harold,  
70A Ross Street, Forest Lodge 
 
Entry by donation

Molière’s first full-length play. A moved reading, directed by 
Tricia Youlden.

The School for Husbands, detail of engraving by Louis-Joseph 
Masquelier (Source: Wikimedia Commons) 

Duo Mimesi (image supplied)

The School for Husbands
Players in the Pub

https://www.trybooking.com/DKUBW
http://www.glebemusicfestival.com
https://www.trybooking.com/DLCXW
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Players in the Pub,  
The School for Husbands,  
The Harold, Wigram Road
7 pm

Orphan School Creek 
Bushcare Group,  
Wood Street playground 
community planting 
10 am

National Tree Day,  
Tree planting at Harold Park 
10 am

Deadline for photo 
competition for August 
Bulletin

Glebe Palmerston and 
Surrounds Landcare Group,  
working bee 
8 am

For your calendar

Deadline for contributions to 
August Bulletin

Glebe Society Annual General 
Meeting, Community Centre, 
Tramsheds, Forest Lodge 
11 am

Glebe Eats, Thai on Wok,  
94 Glebe Point Road
6 pm

Glebe Eats, Otto Noorba,  
79 Glebe Point Road
6 pm

Special Glebe Music Festival 
Concert, Duo Mimesi  
Margaretta Cottage, Leichhardt 
Street
7 pm

37th Annual Glebe Music  
Festival, 
various venues
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Management Committee
See our website for details on how to contact the 
Management Committee, subcommittee convenors and 
other contacts.

https://glebesociety.org.au/about/contacts/
Membership
To join or renew, please

	 complete the Membership Form on our website, or

	 contact the Secretary on  
	 secretary@glebesociety.org.au

	 choose Individual, Joint, Household, Concession or 	
	 Corporate membership

The Glebe Society Inc, PO Box 100, Glebe NSW 2037

▶
▶

▶
Views expressed in this Bulletin are not necessarily those of the Glebe 

Society Inc. Articles and photos submitted for any of the Glebe Society's 
publications, including the website and Bulletin, may also be used in the 

Glebe Society's other publications unless otherwise agreed.

Book Glebe Society events through  
our Eventbrite page

GLEBE EATS
By Karen Ginn

The next ‘Glebe Eats’ event will be on Tuesday 28 July 
at Thai on Wok, 94 Glebe Point Road, beginning at 6 pm. 
As with the inaugural event last month there will be a set 
menu, designed to be shared at a price of $50 per head, 
to be paid in cash on the day. 

The menu will include vegetarian (e.g. cashew nut stir-fry 
with tofu and vegetables) and non-vegetarian (e.g. crispy 
pork belly with Chinese broccoli, prawn pad Thai noodle) 
options – and the spice factor will be mostly mild. You 
can bring your own beer, wine and soft drinks, and drinks 
will also be available for purchase at the restaurant at 
additional cost.

Remember, members and non-members are welcome. 
So, invite your friends and neighbours as well to this 
Glebe Society event designed to promote community and 
support local restaurants.

Please RSVP to glebeeats@glebesociety.org.au by 
Tuesday July 21 so we can advise the restaurant of the 
number of people who will be attending. As the maximum 
number that can be accommodated is 30 people, book 
early so you are not disappointed. 

Upcoming Glebe Eats dinners are planned for the last 
Tuesday of each month with the August event coming  
up on Tuesday 25 August at Otto Noorba, 79 Glebe 
Point Road.
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