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Minister to reconsider change that would create traffic chaos on 
local roads 
By Åsa Wahlquist, Bays and Foreshores Convenor    

The NSW Minister for Roads, Jenny Aitchison, has promised to reconsider the proposed closure of the Bank 
Street exit on the eastern end of the Anzac Bridge. The promise was made at a meeting organised by Pyrmont 
Action in early November. 

The exit is used by cars heading to both Glebe and Pyrmont. The traffic for Glebe and the new Fish Market 
currently turns left onto Bank Street and then right onto Bridge Road. If the exit were closed, Glebe traffic would 
have to proceed to Allen Street, turn left at Harris Street and then left again at Bridge Road, reputedly one of the 
worst intersections in the state. 

Traffic to Pyrmont, including the 501 bus and trucks associated with the Hymix concrete batching plant, would be 
required to take the Allen Street exit. To reach the Bank Street plant the Hymix trucks would have to drive along 
Harris Street through the heart of Pyrmont. The 501 bus would have to turn left from Harris Street to Bridge Road, 
then right into Bank Street, adding to the congestion already experienced. 

Ken Loudon, the convenor of 
Pyrmont Action, said the underlying 
assumptions of the plan were flawed 
and would create traffic chaos. 

The meeting was the result of 
months of lobbying by Pyrmont 
Action. It was facilitated by state 
member for Sydney, Alex Greenwich, 
and attended by City of Sydney 
(CoS) councillor, Zann Maxwell, 
several CoS traffic analysts and a 
representative of the Glebe Society. 

It was held right next to the busy 
Bank Street off-ramp. The meeting 
was silenced when a huge truck with 
a trailer juddered to a halt at the 
lights metres away. The minister was 
told that over 100 trucks of that size, 
along with over 110 concrete trucks 
from Hymix would be redirected 
through Pyrmont streets, instead of 
proceeding along Bank Street to their 
depot. 

The Minister was also informed that 
heavy vehicle traffic would increase 
with the redevelopment of the old 
Fish Market site, where there are 
plans to build 1200 apartments and businesses with a forecast 5600 jobs.  

 

We acknowledge the Wangal and Gadigal people of the Eora nation as the traditional owners  
of Glebe and Forest Lodge and pay our respects to elders past and present 
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Source: City of Sydney Submission to Western Distributor Network Improvements 

proposal 2022. Red shows the current route to Glebe from the Anzac Bridge. Blue 

shows the proposed change that would force Glebe-bound traffic to go via Allen and 

Harris Streets. 

https://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/city-of-sydney-submissions/western-distributor-network-improvements-proposal
https://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/city-of-sydney-submissions/western-distributor-network-improvements-proposal
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Under the proposed plan, all the traffic accessing the site would go down a single lane in Harris Street and then 
Miller Street, through Pyrmont village. 

The state government's argument for the closure is to reduce queuing on the motorway and the risk of accidents. 
However, a CoS analysis found the number of accidents was overstated, with an average of just 2.7 a year. Once 
the second harbour tunnel is operational, traffic is expected to decrease by 20%. The Government also stated the 
off-ramp space was needed for an emergency vehicle bay, a laughable reason given it owns the multi-hectare old 
Fish Market site across the road where there is plenty of room for an emergency bay. 

See also a previous article in the October Bulletin on this proposal. 

Message from the President: Bulletin update 
By Duncan Leys and Sarah Fogg 

At our November 2025 meeting the management 
committee decided to make some changes to the 
Glebe Society Bulletin. 

The changes we are making were guided by the 
results of the recent survey of members’ views on 
the Bulletin and the need to make sure the 
Editor’s role is manageable – to make life easier 
for them. 

We will no longer produce a printed version of the 
Bulletin. Currently, the majority of members 
receive an email each month with a link to the 
Bulletin on our website. Instead, all members will 
receive this email. Arrangements will be made for 
the small number of members who do not have 
access to email. This edition (December 2025) is 
the last that will be printed. 

This has been a big decision – after all, we have been producing a printed Bulletin for over 50 years – and we 
appreciate that it will be missed, but the way people obtain and read information has changed. 

We are also exploring options to spread the tasks involved in editing and producing the Bulletin. For example, 
possibly using a graphic designer (paid) for some of the tasks. 

The Bulletin will be limited in future to 12 pages. Individual articles will be limited to around 600 words, other than 
in exceptional circumstances. Longer articles will be posted in full on our website with a mention in the Bulletin 
itself (and a link to the full article). 

Website and social media 
Our glebesociety.org.au website attracts approximately 30,500 users per annum, that is, a much greater reach 
than the Bulletin. It’s a key way that people first get to hear about the Glebe Society and it also contains a 
treasure trove of information about Glebe. We will continue over time to upgrade parts of the website to improve 
its useability, review the content and refresh the look.  

We also recognise that our social media presence is underdone. We could be spreading the word about the 
Glebe Society and about Glebe and Forest Lodge and engaging with the community much more effectively 
through Facebook, YouTube, Instagram etc.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

Do you have a few hours to help? 

Do you have a few hours a month to help with the Bulletin, website or social media? We’d love to 
have you join the editorial team. For more information, please contact Sarah on 0409 692 100 or 
editor@glebesociety.org.au 

https://glebesociety.org.au/whack-a-mole-traffic-solution/
http://glebesociety.org.au/
mailto:editor@glebesociety.org.au
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The future of Wentworth Park  
By Duncan Leys, Acting President 

The campaign continues to return the whole of Wentworth Park to public use and to ensure the NSW 
Government does not extend the greyhound racing lease. The Glebe Society has had a clear position on the 
return of Wentworth Park to the community for many decades and contributed to strategy plans developed by the 
City of Sydney Council after wide community consultation. You can find out more in these links. 

1.  A Community Vision for Wentworth Park, November 2024 

2.  Wentworth Park Vision and Structure Plan, October 2025 

Open Letter to the Premier and Ministers 
An open letter has been sent to Premier Chris Minns, Minister for Lands and Property, Stephen Kamper, and 
Minister for Gaming and Racing, David Harris, calling on them to reject any extension of the greyhound racing 
lease beyond 2027, and to restore this Crown land for community-focused public benefit by implementing the 
‘Community Vision for Wentworth Park’ developed by the City of Sydney. 

Signatories to the letter include the City of Sydney Lord Mayor, local councillors, federal and state politicians and 
animal rights groups. 

Although animal rights is not a core Glebe Society objective, we share a determination that Wentworth Park 
should be returned fully for community use. We encourage members concerned about the future of the Park to 
contact the Premier and Ministers in support of the open letter or to explain your concerns in your own words. 

To contact Premier Minns and Ministers Kamper and Harris, go to https://www.nsw.gov.au/nsw-
government/ministers. 

Reclaim Wentworth Park Picnic – 7 December 2025 

Kobi Shetty MP, Member for Balmain, Abigail 
Boyd MLC, and City of Sydney councillors 
Sylvie Ellsmore and Matthew Thompson will be 
hosting a community picnic and BBQ to reclaim 
Wentworth Park. They’ll be talking about the 
Greens’ plan for Wentworth Park, and 
opportunities to get involved in the campaign 
for when the lease expires in 2027.  

The Glebe and Pyrmont community is invited. 

When: Sunday 7 December 2025, 11 am –1 
pm 

Place: Wentworth Park, at the picnic tables 
near the playground. Bring a blanket. Dogs are 
welcome, on a leash!   

RSVP: Please RSVP to help with catering.  

Glebe and Forest Lodge Annual Spring Bird Survey Report 2025  
By Judy Christie, Blue Wren Subcommittee 

Fine weather and skilled and experienced bird surveyors helped make a successful Glebe/Forest Lodge spring 
bird survey this year on Sunday 19 October. A total of 794 individual birds were seen with 33 different species 
identified by the 17 volunteers. Eight sites were surveyed across Glebe and Forest Lodge, plus Lake Northam in 
Victoria Park. 

Our snapshot survey of key habitat sites picked up most of the regular breeding native species (grey butcherbird, 
pied currawong, noisy miner, Australian magpie) with quite a few nests and juvenile birds. 

Plan for Wentworth Park north west aerial view, developed by City of 

Sydney, following community consultation in 2022 (image: Mark 

Gerada, City of Sydney) 

https://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/research-reports/community-vision-wentworth-park
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&rct=j&url=https://meetings.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/documents/b17180/Item%25203%2520-%2520Wentworth%2520Park%2520-%2520Vision%2520and%2520Structure%2520Plan%2520Monday%252020-Oct-2025%252014.06%2520Transport%2520Heritage%2520a.pdf?T%3D9%23:~:text%3DPage%25202-,Transport%252C%2520Heritage%2520and%2520Planning%2520Committee,of%2520Wentworth%2520Park%2520will%2520be&ved=2ahUKEwjuuICRhJSRAxVqdfUHHT_qAhQQqYcPegQIBxAC&opi=89978449&cd&psig=AOvVaw1czD4I2m-R_KG2vRh2AEIU&ust=1764391355120000
https://greyhoundcoalition.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/20251125_Final-Open-Letter_-End-Greyhound-Racing-at-Wentworth-Park.pdf
https://www.nsw.gov.au/nsw-government/ministers
https://www.nsw.gov.au/nsw-government/ministers
https://www.kobishetty.org.au/wentworth-park-picnic-bbq?recruiter_id=29849
https://www.kobishetty.org.au/wentworth-park-picnic-bbq?recruiter_id=29849
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Not to mention the Australian brush-turkey which we must now include as a regular 
breeding native species in our area. The usual three introduced species (spotted 
dove, rock dove and common myna) were about, but numbers of spotted dove 
seem to have crashed while the feral pigeon keeps increasing.  

The outstanding count of 36 Australian figbirds (compared to five last year) could be 
due to several reasons. The wet winter has encouraged the flowering and fruiting of 
the excessive number of tuckeroos (Cupaniopsis anarcardioides), planted both as 
street trees and freely self-seeding in parks and gardens, and better bird 
identification skills by surveyors. The figbirds also use figs and palms for roosting 
and feeding and were especially noisy during October. Similarly, our regular 
summer cuckoos – the eastern 
koel and channel-billed cuckoo – 
made themselves well heard. As in 
previous years, the rainbow 
lorikeet was the most common 
species seen, often feeding on 
flowering bottlebrush and several 
eucalypts, as well as on the wing. The noisy miner came in second and continues to 
be aggressive towards most other birds, making a really challenging environment 
for small and medium birds.  

Several new birds appeared on our list this year – a king parrot that has been around the last year or so was 
picked up and two grey teal at Victoria Park were nice to see. However, the tree martins are no longer breeding in 
the building on Ross Street, perhaps due to building renovations. The extensive development of Blackwattle Bay 
also seems to be having a detrimental effect on waterbird numbers although it was also a busy morning on the 
water with lots of people and rowers out and about which would have affected roosting cormorants and others. 

The most productive habitat for small and less common birds was once 
again around the mangroves at Rozelle Bay and around the edge of the 
bay where birds sometimes roost on boats and piers. Three willie 
wagtails again this year – our only small bird – were seen; magpie-larks 
were also seen and the striated heron which, while quite common, can 
also be elusive. The constructed mangroves, after a slow start, have 
now grown sufficiently to provide a dense, protective habitat and could 
be more extensively introduced along Rozelle Bay for fish habitat, 
improved water quality and of course roosting, feeding and breeding 
sites for native bird habitat.  

After 12 years of annual surveys covering mostly the same sites, with 
many sites now being surveyed by the same people as well as new 
people, we have learnt where to look and what to look for. There is also 
the opportunity to review sites and adapt our surveys to changing 
conditions. The survey provides a useful benchmark of local avian 
diversity and profiles the changes from year to year.  

Once again, we had a birdwatchers’ breakfast celebration at Esca to 
conclude our morning’s activities. Thank you to all volunteers who 
helped to make a very successful and enjoyable spring morning.   

See the full list of all the birds recorded and sites surveyed, on our website.  

New planning laws may backfire  
By Duncan Leys, Acting President 

The Environmental Planning & Assessment Amendment (Planning System Reforms) Bill 2025 was passed by the 
NSW Parliament in late November. 

The Bill aims to speed up the development approval process essentially by limiting the role of local councils and 
communities and instead giving power to state public servants and ministers, through the creation of the 
Development Coordination Authority. 

The purported purpose is to deliver more homes through a modern, faster and fairer planning system for NSW. 
The Bill also seeks faster approval for resource projects. 

Anne Sherriff completing a survey sheet for 

the pocket parks (photo: Caroline Lipovsky) 

Galah in a Forest Lodge 

backyard (photo: Judy Christie) 

The most productive habitat for small and 
less common birds was around the 
mangroves at Rozelle Bay and around 
the edge of the bay. 

https://glebesociety.org.au/bird-survey-report-2025/
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/bills/Pages/bill-details.aspx?pk=18807
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I share the concerns about the Bill of the Environmental Defenders Office, the Nature Conservation Council, the 
Centre for Public Integrity, the Paddington Society and other community groups.  

Cutting red tape ... again?  

We have been here before. 

I remember the private certification reforms of the late 1990s that were supposed to cut council red tape and 
make for faster approvals. 

Who could think that a private certifier engaged and paid for by 
the developer or builder would not come under pressure to let 
go work that ought to have been stopped and redone? Clearly, 
too many private certifiers could not resist the pressure. 

The consequences of this act of naivety by the government led 
to a period in which virtually all new apartment buildings in NSW had defects (UNSW 20121). Apartment buyers 
were often left to pay tens of thousands of dollars to fix substandard work. I cannot forget the images of residents 
being evacuated from their defective buildings in the middle of the night. 

It took the appointment of the Building Commissioner in 2019 to start to put a line under the shambles. 

Today’s regulatory push to cut red tape risks perpetuating the same problems, a significant decline in housing 
quality and community amenity, and opportunities for community input. 

I see the NSW Government has announced its intention to introduce Building Productivity reform legislation in 
2026 which will include measures to make clear the overriding obligation of private certifiers to buyers of homes, 
not to builders and developers. Penalties for breaches are to be raised substantially, although what is a sufficient 
penalty when a new home is uninhabitable? These reforms will be welcome, but they are 30 years too late. 

We are still living with the legacy of years of shoddy apartment building. The Sydney Morning Herald regularly 
runs articles on apartment buildings that have been abandoned because of Stop Work Orders issued by the 
Building Commissioner and/or because the developer is insolvent.  

Shortage of qualified tradies  

We have a huge task in NSW to build the number of homes needed to meet the current shortage and we simply 
do not have enough qualified tradespeople to build them. Who is responsible for the shortage of tradespeople? 
Certainly not local councils. Developers and the state government are responsible for training tradespeople. 

I understand there are not even enough qualified tradespeople to undertake the work currently approved by the 
City of Sydney Council.  

The Sydney Morning Herald’s Shoddy Sydney series of articles earlier this year has also highlighted the use of 
tradespersons with bogus qualifications or fraudulent licences, reporting that the Building Commissioner’s staff 
had prepared criminal briefs to bring more than 50 charges against a ‘number of people’, with more charges 
expected as their investigation continued (SMH 8 April 2025).  

Defects and non-compliance  

Another Shoddy Sydney article (SMH 7 April 2025) revealed that the Commission’s data showed that 40 percent 
of work rectification orders for stand-alone homes were not being complied with within the mandated period, and 
defects were being found in close to 25 percent of apartment complexes. 

Where is the plan for recruiting and training the workforce we need to build the homes in the quantity we need? 
Where is the enforcement of the licensing rules, to keep shonky tradespersons out of the industry? 

Premier Minns told an audience at the recent Sydney Investment Summit ‘We are in the process of making NSW 
the quickest, the easiest, the most direct state to develop and realise big projects in’. 

I fear the Premier is too focused on quantity, to the exclusion of quality and amenity. We need all three. 

  

 
1 Governing the Compact City: The Role and Effectiveness of Strata Management in Higher Density Residential 

Developments (Final Report) by Hazel Easthope, Bill Randolph and Sarah Judd, City Futures Research Centre, 
Faculty of the Built Environment, University of NSW, May 2012. 

Today’s regulatory push to cut red tape 
risks (creating) a significant decline in 
housing quality and community amenity, 
and opportunities for community input. 

 

https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2012/05/strata-title-survey-reveals-high-level-of-building-defects
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/shoddy-sydney-20250404-p5lp5y.html
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/nsw/this-is-out-of-control-the-750-tradies-who-bought-fake-qualifications-from-criminals-20250404-p5lp4o.html?collection=p5lp5y&gb=1
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/stuart-didn-t-think-much-of-a-wet-patch-in-his-lounge-room-then-he-came-home-to-a-flooded-flat-20250404-p5lp55.html?collection=p5lp5y&gb=1
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2012-05/apo-nid32110.pdf
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2012-05/apo-nid32110.pdf
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Guided Walks Program 2025: Reflections 
By Dorothy Davis, Walks Coordinator 

The Walks Group organised six events in 2025 attracting close to 150 bookings. The program provided 
participants with valuable insights into the heritage of Glebe and adjoining neighbourhoods as well as visits to two 
cemeteries with links to Glebe identities. Our aim is for the walks to be educational, fun, not too strenuous and to 
encourage social interaction among our members. The walks also make a small contribution to the operating 
costs of the Glebe Society. 

Reflecting on the year’s Walks Program several issues are noted: 

First, the reliance of the program on the huge contribution of the volunteer leaders who undertake extensive 
research on the content/location of the walk, provide hand-outs, rehearse the walk beforehand and guide the 
participants on the day. This year’s leaders were Max Solling, Glebe historian and walks veteran, untiring and 
unstinting in his willingness to suggest and take on yet another walk; Katharine Vernon, long-time Glebe resident 
and Glebe Society member who has made a significant contribution through her heritage research interests to a 
number of recent walks including the latest in Annandale; Jenny Broe, Glebe Society member, who contributed to 
the research and co-led the Annandale walk; and Patricia Hale, public historian and Sydney heritage tour leader, 
who has contributed her expertise on a volunteer basis on two walks, most recently on the history and 
revitalisation of Ultimo, generously travelling from the NSW southern highlands to lead the tour. 

Many thanks to Katharine, Jenny and Patricia, and a special thank you to Max who led three of this year’s walks 
and has more planned for 2026. 

 
 

Two of the Glebe Society guided walks this year.  

 
Second, the support provided by many others, both experts in their field or volunteers, to ensure the success of 
the walks program. Of particular note are the contributors to our first event of 2025, a poignant tribute to Ian 
Stephenson, the Glebe Society’s former President who died unexpectedly in October 2024. Anne Wark’s 
commentary on St James Catholic Church’s stained glass windows was followed by heritage architect Brianna 
Jessup’s outline of the significance of the Edmund Blacket-designed St John’s Anglican Church, and then a 
beautiful recital on the St John’s organ by Sean Weatherley. 

Others to thank for their involvement in this special event are the Minister of St John’s, Garry Lee-Lindsay, and 
parishioner and Glebe Society member and Archivist, Lyn Milton, as well as many friends of Ian Stephenson who 
paid short tributes in his memory. 

On all our walks there is an administrative role including designing the program, preparing listings for the Bulletin, 
Eventbrite and website, oversight of bookings through Eventbrite, printing of handouts and display photos, and 
back-up for the leader during the walk including ‘moving people along!’ to keep to the timetable. Thank you 
especially to Helena Klijn, and David Rushton, Katharine Vernon, Phil Young, Virginia Simpson-Young and Sarah 
Fogg for providing support behind the scenes.  

A third issue is deciding on a theme for the year’s program and the selection of individual walks. 

While built heritage and burial sites were the main topics this year, we hope to expand our focus next year. For 
example, one idea is some walks featuring our waterfront including Indigenous fishing heritage, industrial and 
maritime history, and current developments around the foreshore. We are exploring the opportunity of an event 
on board one of the Sydney Heritage Fleet vessels for an afternoon harbour tour some time next year. 

Finally, we have enjoyed meeting those of you who have joined the walks this year and have appreciated your 
enthusiasm and continuing interest. We would welcome any new ideas for the walks program and look forward to 
seeing you in the new year. 

https://glebesociety.org.au/glebe-society-guided-walks-2025/
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Another Blue Wren sighting in the Rozelle Parklands  
By Andrew Wood, Convenor, Blue Wren Subcommittee 

Professor Dieter Hochuli from the School of Life and Environmental 
Sciences at the University of Sydney reported ‘an observation from 
yesterday (9 November), one male and two female fairy wrens over at 
the new Rozelle Parkland area, in the dense vegetation above the 
wetlands’. He continued that it is ‘a reminder of the importance of small 
stepping stones and the potential impacts of small plantings to promote 
biodiversity. It’s outside City of Sydney but it’s something that could 
serve as a source for its plantings and reserves’. 

The Subcommittee noted that these Blue Wren sightings follow a 
previous sighting of three birds in the Parklands in February this 
year. As Judy Christie said in our 2025 annual report ‘This is not so 
surprising as we know there are family groups along the light rail 
corridor and our sighting in 2023 at the western end of Rozelle Bay 
confirms that they are moving around. It is great, however, that the new 
parklands are providing suitable habitat again. A few more habitat 
“stepping stones” through the Glebe parklands could bring them closer’. 

Wigram Lane’s bottlo 
Today, bottle-o means a bottle shop that sells liquor, but originally it 
meant a man (a bottlo) who collected and traded used bottles.  

In 1963, a vacant site on Wigram Lane at the rear of 51 Hereford 
Street started being used as a bottle yard by Arthur Percy Holden, 
who collected bottles around the Glebe area and sold them to a Mr 
Moon each Thursday. 

Complaints were received at Glebe Town Hall from surrounding 
residents regarding the use and nuisance arising from this activity. 

Legal proceedings were instituted against Arthur Percy Holden for 

using the land without Council approval. 

See the full story by Caroline Lipovsky. 

Who lived in your street? 
‘Yabba’ (1878–1942) 
Stephen Harold Gascoigne was a Sydney Cricket Ground barracker, famous as 
‘Yabba’ for his raucous, witty interjections. His tall, burly figure is commemorated by a 
bronze statue in the Victor Trumper Stand built over The Hill, the public grassy space 
where he had a permanent spot in front of the scoreboard. For much of his life Yabba 
lived in Glebe near Parramatta Road.  

Yabba followed first class cricket from the age of eleven. A knowledgeable judge of 
the game, his quips at the SCG were legendary. ‘Get a bag!’ when a fieldsman 
dropped a catch. ‘I could play you with a toothpick!’ to a poor bowler. ‘Call nurse 
Mitchell (a well-known abortionist) to get the bastard out!’ when runs were slow. ‘Send 
him down a piano. See if he can play that!’ As Bill O’Reilly walked out to the crease, 
Yabba pointed to the scoreboard: ‘The O might be in front of your name now, son, but 
have a look where it is on your way back!’  

The Sydney crowd relished his heckling of Douglas Jardine, unpopular because of his 
Bodyline tactics: ‘I wish you was a statue and I was a pigeon!’ and when the English 
captain brushed away insects that were bothering him: ‘Here, Jardine, you leave our flies alone!’ When Yabba’s 
voice began failing, he saved it for a single word: ‘Wide!’ 

See the full story by Lyn Collingwood. 

Photo: Phil Young 

Image: Sydney Sun 27 

November 1932 

Glebe Municipality, 1939 (Source: City of 

Sydney Archives and History Resources) 

https://glebesociety.org.au/socialhistory/wigram-lane-bottlo/
https://glebesociety.org.au/person/yabba-stephen-gascoigne/
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This month’s photo competition 
By Alex Byrne 

This month we received photos from four contributors. Rodney Hammet gave us ‘Agapanthus outside the Town 
Hall in St Johns Road’ while Caroline Lipovsky submitted ‘Full moon over Anzac Bridge’ and Helen Randerson 
focussed on ‘Glebe Art Deco’, the period decorations on many of the houses and units of our peninsula. They 
deserve an illustrated article to themselves. 

However, the photo of the month is Virginia Simpson-Young’s ‘Blooming Glebe’, a blaze of luminous colour. It’s a 
joyful evocation of life in 2037 and the coming of spring, a fine image to end our year. 

 

Blooming Glebe by Virginia Simpson-Young 

 
 

 
Agapanthus outside the Town Hall in St 
Johns Road by Rodney Hammet 

Full moon over Anzac Bridge by Caroline 
Lipovsky 

Glebe Art Deco by Helen 
Randerson 
 

Mystery photo  
November solution 
By Lyn Collingwood 

Phil Young and Dale Dengate recognised the building at 98 Glebe Point Road as the home of ATA Studios which 
opened in 1966. The management, publishing and recording business was run by Colin Jacobsen and his 
brothers Kevin and Keith who performed professionally as Col Joye and the Joy Boys. 

Dale also remembers Midnight Oil’s office at nearby 63 Glebe Point Road in the 1990s. Members of the rock 
band lived in Glebe and nearby suburbs. 
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98 Glebe Point Road (photo: Lyn 
Collingwood) 

Billboard magazine September 1996 (image: Phil Young) 

December mystery photo 

By Wayne Carveth 

This photo wasn’t taken in Glebe but has a strong 
association with it.  

What is it and when was the photo taken?  

Please send your suggestions to 
history@glebesociety.org.au with ‘Mystery Photo’ in the 
subject line.  

 

 

 

Free Rent: 
Squatting in the Lyndhurst Estate, Glebe 1973–1987  

Squatting in Australia is as old as European settlement. From the 1830s the 
‘squattocracy’ graziers who moved their flocks beyond the colony's legal frontiers 
went on to accumulate fortunes, ownership or leasehold over the land and great 
political power. In the 1930s squatting was a response to the Great Depression 
and, during the 1970s, to an unaffordable housing market. 

In Australia today, government promises of affordable housing remain years away 
from reality as more and more people are reduced to house sitting, couch surfing, 
sleeping on the street, living in cars or camping in parks. 

Free Rent: Squatting in the Lyndhurst Estate, Glebe 1973-1987, edited by a former 
squatter, Noni Rutherford, records a piece of Glebe history that resonates today. It 
tells the story of the squatters who occupied some 30 workers cottages in Glebe 
over a 14-year period and offers the idea of squatting as a reasonable, though 
probably temporary, form of affordable housing. 

Free Rent is available at Gleebooks and Abbey's bookstore. For further information 
contact the editor Noni Rutherford knowkneerutherford@gmail.com. 

mailto:history@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:knowkneerutherford@gmail.com
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Summer concerts at Margaretta Cottage 
Les vents d’été (Summer Winds) 
➢ Quatorze Ensemble, with performers Melissa Farrow (baroque flute), Ruth 

Crosby (baroque flute) and Philip Murray (baroque flute, voice). 

➢ Saturday 31 January 2026, 3 pm 

➢ Margaretta Cottage, 6 Leichhardt Street, Glebe (accessible entry at 18A 

Cook Street). 

This intimate musical experience will transport you back in time to the glittering 
salons and lavish pleasure gardens of the French baroque. This concert of 
ayres, dances and song will feature the expressive charm and sultry tones of a 
consort of wooden flutes and recorders. 

Tickets through TryBooking, in advance only. $20, includes afternoon tea. 

Remember: The Composers and the Interpreters of the Great 
American Songbook 
➢ Stephanie Trick and Paulo Alderighi, Four Hands Piano  

➢ Sunday 8 February 2026, 3 pm 

➢ Margaretta Cottage, 6 Leichhardt Street, Glebe (accessible entry at 18A Cook 

Street).  

Tickets through TryBooking, in advance only. $20, includes afternoon tea. 

 

Players in the Pub 

 

Tuesday 16 December 7 pm, The Harold 

Julia and the Angel, directed by Nicholas 
Papademetriou 

Cast: Alex Bryant-Smith, Madeleine 

Withington, Tristan Black, David McLaughlin, 

Julia Piazza, Candice Mejias, Cassady Maddox 

Booth, Kim Saville, Madeleine Deeth, Eileen Camilleri, Dereck Cameron and Nicholas Papademetriou 

 

 

Dover Heights 

Rocks and sand they couldn’t sell 
 
Glebe Society member and prolific contributor to the Bulletin, Lyn Collingwood, grew 
up in Dover Heights when there were still pockets of native bush and daily deliveries 
of bread and milk. She has written a history of the suburb. A desolate stretch of 
windswept scrub with plenty of snakes but no natural attractions, buyers were few 
when the area was first subdivided. 

 
For more information see doverheightsbook.com.au 

Photos supplied 

Advertisement 

 

Local philanthropist and playwright Wendy Beckett, welcomes 
you to Chez Beckett’s, now located at 3 Kensington St (Spice 
Alley), Chippendale. Discover fine French dining, exquisite wine, 
and a venue where literary and theatre events take centre 
stage. Keep an eye out for what’s on at this stunning new 
location or drop in to see familiar faces. 

Please note we will be closed 25 Dec 2025 – 13 Jan 2026. 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/DHTRA
https://www.trybooking.com/DHVPD
https://doverheightsbook.com.au/
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For your Calendar     
Fri 5 December 5.30–7.30 pm  Glebe Society Christmas Party, St John’s Church 

Sat 6 December 5.30–8.30 pm  City of Sydney Christmas Concert (free), Bicentennial Park, Glebe 

Sun 7 December 11 am–1 pm   Reclaim Wentworth Park Picnic, Wentworth Park 

Tues 16 December 7 pm  Players in the Pub, The Harold, Wigram Road 

Fri 13 February  2026     Deadline for photo competition for March Bulletin 

Mon 16 February 2026   Deadline for contributions to March Bulletin 

Sat 31 January 2026 3 pm   Glebe Music Festival Special Concert 1, Margaretta Cottage 

Sun 8 February 2026 3 pm   Glebe Music Festival Special Concert 2, Margaretta Cottage 

 

Glebe Society Inc. 
established 1969 

Management Committee 

President (Acting) Duncan Leys  0419 992 592 president@glebesociety.org.au 

Vice-President Tim Hesketh 0414 679 771 vicepresident@glebesociety.org.au 

Secretary Jude Paul 0438 600 882 secretary@glebesociety.org.au 

Treasurer Jane Gatwood 0488 118 355 treasurer@glebesociety.org.au 

Ordinary member Angela Hallinan 0408 988 891 angela.hallinan@yahoo.com.au 

Ordinary member Fiona Hollier  fiona.hollier@hollierhart.com.au 

Ordinary member Mark Stapleton 0417 238 158 mark@glebesociety.org.au 

Ordinary member vacant   

Bays & Foreshores SC Asa Wahlquist   bays@glebesociety.org.au 

Blue Wren SC  Andrew Wood 0458 606 104 bluewrens@glebesociety.org.au 

Communications SC Sarah Fogg 0409 692 100 communications@glebesociety.org.au 

Community Dev’t SC vacant  community@glebesociety.org.au 

Heritage SC 
Ted McKeown 0401 474 480 

heritage@glebesociety.org.au 
Jude Paul 0438 600 882 

Planning SC vacant  planning@glebesociety.org.au 

Environment SC vacant  environment@glebesociety.org.au 

Transport & Traffic SC vacant  transport@glebesociety.org.au 

Other contacts 

Archivist Lyn Milton 0419 412 477 archives@glebesociety.org.au 

Bulletin Interim Editor Sarah Fogg  0409 692 100 editor@glebesociety.org.au 

Events Judy Vergison 0417 446 425 events@glebesociety.org.au 

Local history Lyn Collingwood  history@glebesociety.org.au 

History of Glebe Max Solling 02 9660 1160  

Glebe Talks Jude Paul 0438 600 882 glebetalks@glebesociety.org.au 

Glebe Island Bridge vacant  contact@glebeislandbridge.com 

Guided Walks Dorothy Davis 0417 240 603 contact@glebewalks.com.au 

Website technical Tarny Burton  webmaster@glebesociety.org.au 

Website content Sarah Fogg  webcontent@glebesociety.org.au 

 

mailto:president@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:vicepresident@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:secretary@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:treasurer@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:angela.hallinan@yahoo.com.au
mailto:fiona.hollier@hollierhart.com.au
mailto:bays@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:bluewrens@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:communications@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:community@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:heritage@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:planning@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:environment@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:transport@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:archives@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:editor@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:events@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:history@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:glebetalks@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:contact@glebeislandbridge.com
mailto:contact@glebewalks.com.au
mailto:webmaster@glebesociety.org.au
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Highlights in this issue 

Bulletin changes p2 

 

 
Spring bird survey: Rainbow lorikeets 

the winners  p3 

 

Campaign for the future of 
Wentworth Park p3 
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Membership of the Glebe Society 

Individual................................................... $45 

Joint (two people, one address) ................. $55 

Household (one address, more 
than two adults and/or children) ................. $60 

Concession (full-time student 
or full pensioner) ......................................... $20 

Business or institution ............................... $60 
 

How to join 

⮚ Join online: complete the Membership Application on 
our website at Join/Renew. 

⮚ Download a membership form from 
glebesociety.org.au  

⮚ Write to the Secretary at PO Box 100 Glebe 2037, or 

⮚ Email secretary@glebesociety.org.au. 

 

     Additional donations welcome. 

Views expressed in this Bulletin are not necessarily those of the Glebe Society Inc. Articles and photos submitted for any of the Glebe 
Society's publications, including the website and Bulletin, may also be used in the Glebe Society's other publications unless otherwise agreed. 

https://glebesociety.org.au/membership/membership-applicationrenewal/
https://glebesociety.org.au/membership/membership-applicationrenewal/
mailto:secretary@glebesociety.org.au

