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By Duncan Leys

I have calculated that I have four months to go in my 
term as president. Time has gone very quickly. For 
the first 18 months, I had a great mentor in Ian 
Stephenson, and in many other Glebe Society people 
who shared, and continue to share, their knowledge 
with me.  

Ianôs death has left us very short of management 
committee members with any knowledge of the 
planning and heritage legislation that Ian had been so 
familiar with. We are slowly gaining the knowledge to 
assess the development applications and other 
planning issues, thanks to other members of the 
Society who have helped. 

 

óNot before time éô Work is now underway to repair 
heritage-listed Bidura House to protect it from further 
deterioration (Photo: Duncan Leys) 

On a positive note, it is pleasing to see the security 
fencing and scaffolding go up around Bidura and 
restoration work underway ï finally, some action to 
secure the site and start essential maintenance on the 
building! 

One of Ianôs last acts was to draft a letter from the 
Glebe Society to the Heritage Council asking them to 
use their powers to compel the owners to undertake 
essential repairs. Ian also drafted a letter to the Lord 
Mayor asking that she also contact the Heritage 
Council and a copy of her letter to the Heritage 
Council was forwarded to the Society. In my view, that 

agitation has worked. And not before time. When I 
stopped to chat with the scaffolder, he told me there 
were signs people had tried to set fires in the 
buildings, including in Bidura House itself. 

At its 19 August 2024 meeting, the last before the 
Council elections on 14 September 2024, City of 
Sydney Council unanimously voted not to renew the 
alcohol restrictions in many of the Cityôs parks, 
including all parks in Glebe and Forest Lodge. 
Interestingly, Iôve heard recently that a park in 
Pyrmont whose restrictions had been lifted has since 
had those restrictions reinstated. 

 

This photo was sent to me by a local resident who 
wishes to remain nameless. 

The Glebe Society opposed a blanket removal of all 
restrictions. So, how has it worked out? Answer ï not 
so well. From an email sent to me by a resident: 
óMidnight last night ï there were at least 30 there, 
screaming girls and shouty men, loud music, 
obviously backpackers using delivery bikes to get 
there. I donôt know what time they left ï I put a pillow 
over my head to get to sleep!ô  

The City of Sydney ran an online consultation in 
January 20251 to hear residentsô thoughts about 
making our late-night trading areas into óspecial 
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entertainment precinctsô, a concept developed by 
Planning NSW.2 The relevant area in Glebe is Glebe 
Point Road from near Broadway to Marlborough 
Street (just past Bridge Road). These areas already 
support late-night trading, with businesses able to 
lodge a development application to stay open late. 

According to the City,3 some benefits of special 
entertainment precincts include that they can: 

ü encourage businesses to provide live music and 

performance 

ü make it easier and reduce costs for licensed and 

unlicensed businesses, such as bookshops and 

cafes, to trade late without a development 

application 

ü give businesses access to the NSW Governmentôs 

80% reduction in liquor licence fees and extended 

licensing hours for live performance 

ü allow Council to set sound criteria that suit the 
context of the area and encourage live music and 
performance. 

The proposals are designed to encourage live music, 
but with it comes issues of noise, increased alcohol 
consumption, more gaming and the attendant 
problems of antisocial behaviour and domestic 
violence. 

On 10 March 2025, members of the public made 
verbal submissions to Council and I watched the 
proceedings online. The takeaway from the public 
submissions was that, not surprisingly, businesses 
that stand to benefit from operating in a special 
entertainment precinct were in favour, and residents 
likely to be affected were concerned with noise levels 
and extended hours.  

Noise complaints are now handled by Liquor & 
Gaming NSW and sound attenuation through 
development applications will be handled by the City 
of Sydney. I would have thought one organisation 
handling both would work better. 

On 19 March, I attended the Lord Mayorôs Roundtable 
for community groups. Residents from parts of the 
LGA affected by the proposed changes raised the 
same concerns: Noise, extended hours, increased 
consumption of alcohol and gaming, leading to 
residents being exposed to longer periods of 
excessive noise and to a rise in the levels of antisocial 
behaviour. Reference was made to a pilot study 
commissioned by Council in 2015 that gathered 

information on alcohol consumption in live music 

venues. It found óa possible link between live music 
and lower overall alcohol consumption by patrons in 
licensed premisesô, but noted that óthis possible link 
needs to be tested further.ô4 I couldnôt find out whether 
the City has done more research to test the link.  

It looks like other studies have found the opposite, i.e. 
that louder music leads to drinking alcohol more 
quickly. A fellow participant in the Roundtable showed 
me an online article about an interview with a French 
researcher who claimed to have óshown that 
environmental music played in a bar is associated 
with an increase in drinking.5 After doing a bit of 
digging, I think it's fairly clear that there is insufficient 
evidence to say with any confidence that music 
volume (in venues such as pubs, clubs etc) affects the 
rate at which patrons consume alcohol. 

The Society does not have confidence that Gaming & 
Racing NSW and Council have the capacity to 
recognise and act promptly to rectify excessive noise 
and antisocial behaviour, should they arise. Residents 
fear that once these changes are set in place, they 
will not be easily walked back, despite what the 
evidence might show. 

Notes: 1. See City of Sydneyôs special entertainment 
precincts consultation webpage and November 2024 
discussion paper; 2. State Government planning controls 
permit Councils to establish óspecial entertainment 
precinctsô. Precincts can be an area, streetscape or 
single venue. In a special entertainment precinct, sound 
conditions (aka noise) and trading hours are set by 
Council and specified in a precinct management plan. 
The plan can set ófavourable noise controlsô and 
óextended trading hoursô for live music venues. See 
NSW Planningôs webpage, Special entertainment 
precincts, 2025; 3. City of Sydneyôs special 
entertainment precincts discussion paper; 4. City of 
Sydney, óAlcohol consumption in live music venues: 
Literature review and analysis of preliminary data from a 
pilot studyô, no date, but probably 2016; 5. Resnikoff, P. 
(2017, November 14), óLoud music is scientifically 
proven to make you drink moreô, Digital Music News. 
The article is an interview with Nicolas Gueguen, one of 
the authors of the paper discussed in Resnikoffôs article: 
Guéguen, N., Jacob, C., Le Guellec, H., Morineau, T., 
Lourel, M. (2008) óSound level of environmental music 
and drinking behavior: a field experiment with beer 
drinkersô. Alcoholism: Clinical & Experimental Research, 
32(10), pps.1795-1798. It should be noted that the 
methodology of this study is significantly flawed and 
does not support the claim that óloud music is 
scientifically proven to make you drink moreô.

By Judy Christie, leader of the Orphan School Creek bushcare volunteers

óI recently checked the database known as eBird to 
see if there had been recent sightings of Superb 
Fairy-wrens nearby, and there have been! 

Three Superb Fairy Wrens were seen at the Rozelle 
Parklands and Wetlands on 16 February 2025. The 

details are in this link: 
https://ebird.org/checklist/S213628564 

This is not surprising as we know there are family 
groups along the light rail corridor, and that theyôd 

https://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/policy-planning-changes/your-say-special-entertainment-precincts
https://meetings.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/documents/s87989/Attachment%20B%20-%20Special%20Entertainment%20Precincts%20Discussion%20Paper.pdf
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/policy-and-legislation/night-time-economy/special-entertainment-precincts
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/policy-and-legislation/night-time-economy/special-entertainment-precincts
https://meetings.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/documents/s87989/Attachment%20B%20-%20Special%20Entertainment%20Precincts%20Discussion%20Paper.pdf
https://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/-/media/corporate/files/2020-07-migrated/files_a/alcohol-consumption-in-live-music-venues.pdf?download=true
https://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/-/media/corporate/files/2020-07-migrated/files_a/alcohol-consumption-in-live-music-venues.pdf?download=true
https://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/-/media/corporate/files/2020-07-migrated/files_a/alcohol-consumption-in-live-music-venues.pdf?download=true
https://www.digitalmusicnews.com/2017/11/14/loud-music-drinking/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CWe%20have%20shown%20that%20environmental,can%20influence%20their%20alcohol%20consumption.%E2%80%9D
https://www.digitalmusicnews.com/2017/11/14/loud-music-drinking/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CWe%20have%20shown%20that%20environmental,can%20influence%20their%20alcohol%20consumption.%E2%80%9D
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Morineau+T&cauthor_id=18647281
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1530-0277.2008.00764.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1530-0277.2008.00764.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1530-0277.2008.00764.x
https://ebird.org/checklist/S213628564
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been sighted last year at the western end of Rozelle 
Bay. This confirms that they are moving around. 

This is also the time of the year when young wrens go 
off exploring. However, it is great that the new 
parklands are providing suitable habitat again. A few 
more habitat óstepping stonesô through the Glebe 
Parklands could bring them closerô. 

(Right) Screenshot from the eBird site showing Rozelle 
Parklands and Wetlands, where three Superb Fairy 
Wrens were sighted. 

 

By Andrew Wood, Blue Wren Subcommittee 

Associate Professor Tanya Latty, a Research and 
Teaching Fellow in Entomology in the School of Life 
and Environmental Sciences at the University of 
Sydney, has accepted an invitation to present the 
Societyôs 2025 lecture. The title of Tanyaôs lecture is: 
Where have all the insects gone? Why insect declines 
matter and how cities can make a difference. 

Tanya has a PhD in insect ecology from the University 
of Calgary (Canada) and is an entomologist with a 
special interest in insect behaviour and ecology. The 
lecture will be followed by a glass of wine and sushi. 
Bookings are essential. 

When: Wednesday 28 May, 6 pm 
Where: Benledi, Glebe Library, 194 Glebe Point Road 
Cost: $10 (no charge for students and pensioners) 

 
                    

Bookings:  9th-annual-biodiversity-lecture-Tanya-
Latty.eventbrite.com.au                                                  

By Lyn Collingwood 

Heritage NSW has just announced the latest 
successful nominations for a Blue Plaque. Among the 
15 winners are two from our suburb. Bessie Guthrie 
(97 Derwent Street Glebe) and Les Tanner (12 Reuss 
Street Glebe) join Tibby Cotter (266 Glebe Point 
Road) and Dorothy Drain (52 Toxteth Road Glebe), 
whose plaques have been installed. 

The Glebe Society suggested wording for the new 
plaques, but Heritage NSW will make the final 
decision. Click on the personôs name (on the right) to 
see details of the Glebe Societyôs nomination. 

k  

Bessie Guthrie at Womenôs Liberation House, 1974 
(Photo: Mitchell Library, SLNSW) 
 

97 Derwent Street, Bessie Guthrieôs house (Photo: 
Lyn Collingwood) 

BESSIE GUTHRIE 
1905ï1977 

LES TANNER 
1927ï2001 

Bessie Jean Thompson Guthrie trained as an interior 
designer. A radical free thinker and feminist, she 
founded the left-wing Viking Press, opened her house 
to girls who were victims of abuse, reformed the child 
welfare system, joined the Womenôs Liberation 
Movement and helped found Elsie.  

https://ebird.org/home
https://9th-annual-biodiversity-lecture-tanya-latty.eventbrite.com.au/
https://9th-annual-biodiversity-lecture-tanya-latty.eventbrite.com.au/
https://blueplaques.nsw.gov.au/blue-plaques/locations/bessie-guthrie
https://blueplaques.nsw.gov.au/blue-plaques/locations/leslie-tanner
https://blueplaques.nsw.gov.au/blue-plaques/locations/leslie-tanner
https://blueplaques.nsw.gov.au/blue-plaques/locations/albert-tibby-cotter
https://blueplaques.nsw.gov.au/blue-plaques/locations/albert-tibby-cotter
https://blueplaques.nsw.gov.au/blue-plaques/locations/dorothy-drain
https://glebesociety.org.au/glebes-blue-plaque-nominations-part-5/
https://glebesociety.org.au/person/blue-plaque-12-les-tanner-12-reuss-st/
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Elsie, Australiaôs first womenôs refuge at 73 
Westmoreland Street, was listed on the NSW State 
Heritage Register in September 2024. 

Leslie Mervyn Tanner began 
his education in kindergarten 
at Glebe Public. He drew 
caricatures of his family from 
the age of five and illustrated 
his compositions. After 
leaving school, he made 
wooden toilet seats for Glebe 
Timber Mills before joining 
the Daily Telegraph as a 15-year-old printerôs devil. 
By the time he retired in 1997, Les Tanner was one of 
Australiaôs best-known Press satirists with awards 
including 'Cartoonist of the Year', two Walkleys and a 
Golden Quill. 

 

12 Reuss Street, Les Tannerôs childhood home 
(Photo: Lyn Collingwood) 

Blue Plaques previously nominated by the Glebe 
Society and which are in place: 

 

óTibbyô Cotterôs plaque at Monteith 266 Glebe Point 
Road (Photo: Phil Young) 

 

Below: Dorothy Drainôs plaque at 52 Toxteth Road 
Glebe (Photo Allen Hogan) 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

By Helen Klijn

A special event honouring the Glebe Societyôs former 
President, Ian Stephenson, was held on Sunday 30 
March, and included visits to, and talks about, St 
James Catholic Church Forest Lodge and St Johnôs 
Anglican Church. The strong attendance confirmed 
the local appreciation of Glebeôs ecclesiastical and 
architectural heritage that Ian so enthusiastically 
supported, and of Ian himself and his personal legacy. 

Anne Wark kindly gave us a history of the excellent 
stained glass of St James Catholic Church, designed 
by Australian born John Kirkpatrick (at one time 
articled to Edmund Blacket). St James was opened in 
September 1878 and extended in 1912 to 
accommodate a growing congregation. Of the extant 
stained glass windows, it is likely that only the triple 
lancet windows in the apse were installed for the 
opening. These were made in Sydney by John 
Falconer and Frederick Ashwin, from Scotland and 
England respectively, but both London-trained. 
Falconer was the first professional stained-glass artist 
to work in Sydney. 

 

Anne Wark telling the group about St Jamesô 
renowned stained glass (Photo: Phil Young) 
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The remaining windows are assumed to have been of 
clear glass (probably leaded), replaced over the years 
as people commissioned the beautiful but costly 
works often to memorialise deceased loved ones. 
They include a window dedicated by St Jamesôs first 
parish priest to his parents in Ireland; a window 
commemorating the loss of a 10-year-old daughter; 
and memorials to residents of the Rocks who had 
moved to Glebe and who died in a bubonic plague 
outbreak in the early 1900s. Explanatory plaques note 
the generous supporters of more recent restoration 
work.  

The beautiful rose window facing Woolley Street was 
funded by the widow (Catherine) and family of John 
Williamson, variously a blacksmith/ wheelwright/ 
publican and property-owner, and was installed as 
part of the 1912 building extension.  

Details of this and all other windows are beautifully 
captured in high-quality images in Anne Warkôs book, 
Armour of Light, available at St James. 

 

óArmour of Lightô by Anne Wark (from Parish website)  

We then made our way to St Johnôs Anglican Church 
where Brianna Jessup of Hector Abrahams Architects 
outlined the churchôs architectural significance, and 
the influence of the architects involved in its 
construction ï Colonial Architect Edmund Blacket and 
John Horbury Hunt, the latter credited with inspiring 
the character of St Johnôs.  

St Johnôs was commissioned in 1860, built of Pyrmont 
sandstone in the Romanesque style, and consecrated 
in December 1870. Blacket was reportedly very happy 

with this more adventurous commission in his home 
parish, allowing a departure from the popular Gothic 
Revival style that he had been producing so 
successfully since the 1840s.  

Notable features are the clerestory windows, and the 
integrated nature of the interior design including the 
font (at the main entrance), the pulpit, and furniture 
such as the consecration table in the chancel. The 
tower and lych gates were added in 1911, designed 
by his son, Cyril Blacket. 

Hector Abrahams Architects drafted, some 10 years 
ago, a Conservation Management Plan of adaptation 
work addressing problems of accessibility and 
creating a more flexible use of space, within the 
limitations of the heritage requirements in the City of 
Sydneyôs Local Environmental Plan 2012 which 
specifically lists the interiors of St Johnôs as a 
óheritage itemô.  

The accessibility issue created by raised platforms 
beneath the pews has been creatively resolved by 
raising the other floor levels to a uniform height 
throughout, and the rear of the church has been 
carefully modified to allow smaller gatherings to be 
accommodated when needed. This space was put to 
good use in the less formal part of the dayôs program. 

 

Now gathered at St Johnôs, the group listen to Brianna 
Jessup of Hector Abrahams Architects explain the 
churchôs architectural background. Note the raised 
floor installed to improve accessibility (Photo: Phil 
Young). 

The program included a recital of music by Elgar and 
Bach, played on the churchôs pipe organ by Sean 
Weatherly, a university student and talented young 
organist. The organ was built by Forster & Andrews of 
Hull (England) and has been in use since 1885. Ian 
particularly appreciated its tonal quality.  

The afternoon concluded with a number of Ianôs 
friends and colleagues sharing their memories of his 
friendship and his years of heritage advocacy, 
including at the National Trust and also his presidency 
of, and tireless work with, the Glebe Society. Fond 
anecdotes with a glass or two, remembering a life well 
lived. Vale Ian Stephenson.

https://stjames-stbede.org.au/newsletters/
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By Andrew Wood

The City asked the Society to provide details of any 
additional trees that could be included in its updated 
2025 Register of Significant Trees for our suburb. 
Four members of the Society and a local resident 
provided information about 12 multiple or individual 
trees in Glebe and Forest Lodge that could be 
included in the Register. Please see submissions 
dated 6 April 2025 and 11 April 2025. 

Of particular importance were the recommendations 
to include: 

ü The eight Port Jackson Figs (Ficus rubiginosa; the 
ótime ringsô trees) on the Annandale side of the 
Bicentennial Park (photo 1) 

ü The 13 native trees, including six different species, 
on Lot 1 DP1094772, a 675 sqm triangle of land 
between the rear of the Strata Building at 77-85 
Hereford Street and Alfred Road, Forest Lodge 
(photo 2) 

ü The massed plantings of native trees in Lew Hoad 
Reserve in Minogue Crescent, Forest Lodge. 

 

Photo 1: Time Rings, installed in 1998 under the 
Councilôs City Art program (Photo: Mark Pokorny) 

 

Triangle of land with 13 native trees near 77-85 
Hereford St and Alfred Rd, Forest Lodge (SIX Maps) 

Also, Sarah Fogg reports: 

óUntil recently I lived in Toxteth Road and was 
surprised to learn at some point that the street trees in 
Toxteth Road are listed in the LEP 2012 [Sydney 
Local Environment Plan 2012] as heritage items. 
However, given this, I was also surprised that the 
Toxteth Road trees do not appear on the Cityôs 
Significant Trees Register.  

The weird thing is that none of the trees in Toxteth 
Road were noteworthy in my eyes. During the nearly 
40 years I lived there, several died and were replaced 
with a mixture of species. Neither the old nor new 
ones appeared to have any heritage value. 

To be honest, I do not understand the relationship 
between whatôs on the Councilôs Significant Trees 
Register and the trees that are listed as Heritage 
items in the LEP. I wonder if this is something that 
should be sorted out.ô 

by Brian McDonald, with some input from Rodney Hammett

Recently, the Society received an email from Brian 
McDonald asking for assistance in gaining information 
on Glebe's history. A most interesting exchange of 
emails ensued, and I requested that Brian write a few 
words about his experiences living in Glebe in the late 
1970s. He sent an amazing record of the few years he 
and his partner Liz and their children spent living in 
Derwent Street, their neighbours, the houses and 
photographs to show an era now gone. The area was, 
of course, the decrepit housing ï some 700 houses ï 
owned until 1974 by the Anglican Church. In Brianôs 
words and his photography ...  

I stepped out of the red wooden phone box. The 
morning traffic was rushing past on Glebe Point Road. 
I was digesting what Mr Jones had said on the phone, 

óWe have ways of dealing with you peopleô. Strange 
words, coming from the manager of the 700+ homes 
on whatôs called the Glebe Estate. Perhaps he had a 
coronerôs report sitting on his desk saying, óThe 
squalid, damp and mouldy conditions that your elderly 
tenant was living in hastened this personôs deathô. It is 
more likely Mr Jones was reacting to what I had said: 
óMy partner Liz and I have been squatting for two days 
at 121 Derwent St. Glebeô. How he gets his revenge 
will be revealed further into my story.  

I had been back in Australia for one month, and Liz, 
from the Netherlands, was a first-time visitor. It was 
1975. Since 1970, I had been squatting, living and 
working in inner-city Amsterdam, which was in a 
worse state of decay than Glebe. Liz and I had made 

https://glebesociety.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Letter-to-CoS-with-significant-tree-nominations-2025-04-06.pdf
https://glebesociety.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Letter-to-CoS-with-significant-tree-nominations-2025-04-11.pdf
https://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/installations/time-rings
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a comfortable home in a second-floor flat without such 
luxuries as hot water or a bathroom; a tap and a sink 
were in one corner. We even had a lightbulb, the 
electricity coming from a neighbour. On the first-floor 
landing was a shared and curtained functioning toilet 
sitting on a pallet. It was flushed with a bucket, and 
the waste disappeared down a large cast iron pipe, 
destination unknown. We climbed a ladder to sleep in 
a loft on wafer-thin mats. The tar paper that sealed 
the roof dripped tar on us in the heat of summer. The 
suburb of Niuewmarkt had the appearance of a 
warzone, but it was still home to many travellers and 
young families willing to fix up a place to live in. 

Liz and I had come across Glebe after visiting Sydney 
University. We had a fantasy that we could make 
money selling exotic sandwiches. We walked along a 
pleasant tree-lined street called Derwent Street and 
were surprised to see so many vacant houses ï 
despite being only a short walk to the centre of 
Sydney. In our innocence, we had even picked out a 
little workers' cottage to squat in; after all, it was 
getting crowded in my sisterôs little Petersham semi 
with her husband and three kids.  

I was not put off by Mr Jones' threat. Surely, with so 
many vacant homes, they would rent us something. 
For the rest of the week, I persisted in ringing him. 
The receptionist kept saying he was out ï more likely 
avoiding talking with me. We had a plan: early 
Monday morning, we would go to the head office on 
York Street, Sydney, and ambush him. At 8 am, we 
sat in the receptionistôs area and said to her, óWould 
you point out Mr Jones when he comes in?ô Hard to 
avoid us now because we were seated facing the 
entrance to the lift. The lift door pinged open. óHere is 
Mr Jonesô, the receptionist said. We were grudgingly 
ushered into his office; he went on to say, óYou canôt 
rent a house from us.ô I kept persisting: óThere are 
many vacant houses there, and I am willing to fix up 
the house because I am a carpenterô. I was lying 
about my skills in that area. óAlright, alright, I have just 
the house for youô. 

We were given the keys to 18 Derwent Street from the 
estate office in Glebe. The rent was $18 a week. Even 
though Derwent Street is attractive, ours was the 
worst house in the street. Itôs a typical workers' 
cottage with two bedrooms, a sitting room, and a 
lounge room with a fireplace. Every room was square 
and small. The back bedroom had brown glossy paint 
on the bottom half of the wall, with a green stripe on 
top; the rest was cream in colour. Grubby little finger 
marks decorated the cream paint, but these could be 
easily cleaned off. Up some steps and out the back is 
a courtyard separated from the neighbourôs courtyard 
by a high wall ï not high enough to stop the older 
woman living there standing on a chair then climbing 
onto her washing machine to knock Lizôs cherished 
plants off the shelf or to stop her throwing the 
contents of her pisspot into our courtyard (see Fig. 1). 

 

Figure 1: View of the backyard and garden. 

The long, narrow, derelict kitchen consisted of a sink, 
sitting on cupboards made from recycled old doors 
(see Figure 2), an old table under the broken sash 
window, a gas stove and a coke-burning fuel stove. 
The bathroom had a cast iron bath and a gas-burning 
hot water boiler with built-in shower, a copper and a 
concrete tub. The bathroom had its own sash window, 
and the original heavy bathroom door consisted of 
simple timber planks, painted green. 

 

Figure 2: This photo shows the primitive kitchen made 
from what looks like recycled doors. Jasper, our 
toddler, has found the bag of flour that was stored in 
the cupboard. 

The kitchen and bathroom were separate from the 
main house because of the possibility of a fire. The 
brick toilet at the end of the yard had a concrete 
cistern suspended above, and a chain to flush. The 
long, narrow backyard was wonderful; it allowed 
access to the back lane and contained a huge, 
ancient Frangipani tree, a sick lemon tree, and 
beneath the Frangipani, a large, ancient birdôs nest 
fern thriving in the shady courtyard. 
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In the front, looking up from the street over the broken 
picket fence, was a veranda with no roof. On either 
side of the original front door, with cracked panels and 
peeling paint, were sash windows that were 
impossible to open. The external brick wall facing the 
street was a mosaic of thick lead-based, peeling paint 
from different eras. The front door had not seen a coat 
of paint since being installed. 

Inside, the front bedroom wall was water-damaged 
and the plaster had fallen to the floor, exposing the 
100-year-old wattle laths. Some floorboards in the 
sitting room were missing. In the corner near the 
chimney, sections of water-damaged plaster had 
fallen from the ceiling, probably because the chimney 
base was missing its flashing. 

We were in the process of restoring the front door 
(see Figure 3). Our neighbour, whom we called the 
Witch, had told us that the previous tenant, an 
alcoholic, had died in our front room. [Is this the event 
that inspired Brianôs earlier musings about Mr Jonesô 
coronerôs report?]. Maybe that would explain why 
there was a knock on the front door every evening as 
it was getting dark. No doubt he was used to the six 
oôclock closing of the pubs. We would open the door 
to find no one there. However, after we repaired and 
painted the door, we didnôt get any more ghost 
knocks. 

 

Figure 3: Liz at our front door with a neighbourôs child 
and our dog, Daisy. 

We decided to take squatting rights on the backyard 
next door, which had been vacant for ages. The skills 
of a Dutch gardener and an abundance of horse 
manure from the stables in Catherine Street made a 
thriving garden until the new owners, the Glebe Estate 
people, told us in a strongly-worded letter to cease 
and desist our gardening activities on their property 
(see Figure 4). 

 

Figure 4: Liz and her next-door garden at No 16. 

Most days, the sun had barely risen when we heard 
the lovely sound of horse hooves clip-clopping on the 
road outside our house. The horses and their sulkies 
travelled up Derwent Street from the nearby Catherine 
Street stables to train at Harold Park racetrack (see 
Figure 5). 

 

Figure 5: Stables at 6 Catherine Street. 

We would advertise at the University for students to 
work part-time to help us make shish kebabs for our 
Paddyôs Market stall. One was an Indian called Raj 
who was studying high-level maths for his job as a 
rocket scientist in India. He told us he had to ring his 
wife in India to ask how to make instant coffee and do 
other simple kitchen tasks. We had visited India in the 
1970s and thought maybe he was lying about being a 
rocket scientist; we couldnôt imagine how the country 
could think about sending rockets into space when, 
from our experience, they hadnôt even made a biro 
that didnôt leak or nail clippers that actually cut your 
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nails instead of munching them. We often invited Raj 
to eat with us. When he was leaving to go back home, 
he invited us for a meal in his tiny, sad, one-bedder 
facing King Street in Newtown. We sat down to a 
brown, tasteless, sort of paste-on-a-plate, with some 
lumpy objects submerged in it. 

Times were changing. The Whitlam government 
purchased the 700+ houses from the Anglican Church 
in 1974, heralding much-needed repairs to the houses 
in the Glebe Estate.1 So, in 1975, things were 
transitioning to the new owners. Initially, we witnessed 
new fencing being built in properties around us (see 
Figure 6). 

More about the characters Brian and Liz met and 
knew in the next Bulletin. 

Note 1. A 2013 article on our website by Neil Macindoe, 
then Planning Convenor, lays out the history of the 
Glebe Estate. It states that the Whitlam Federal 
Government paid $17.5 million in 1974 ($21,000 per 
dwelling), and rehabilitation cost a further $18,000 per 
dwelling. The government initially planned to have the 
entire Estate rehabilitated by 1979, but the defeat of the 

Whitlam government in November 1975 meant that by 
1984, less than a quarter of the dwellings were finished. 
The Federal and NSW governments signed an 
agreement in 1985 that transferred the entire Estate 
from Commonwealth Government ownership to NSW 
Government ownership. The NSW Department of 
Housing modified the Federal Governmentôs plans and 
completed the rehabilitation. 

 

Figure 6: Fencing contractor in Westmoreland Lane. 

By Dorothy Davis and Katharine Vernon 

Our program from June to 
August is outlined below. Join 
members and friends and take 
part in exploring our 
neighbourhood and places of 
relevance to Glebe. Look in the 
next Bulletin for further information, including booking 
details. 

A bus trip to Rookwood Cemetery, visiting the 
burial sites of some famous Sydney families and 
Glebe identities  

Date: Thursday 26 June 
Leader: Max Solling 
Meeting place: The Old Fire Station, 113 Mitchell 
Street, Glebe 

A repeat of the popular visit to Rookwood Cemetery 
last year. Max Solling will lead us through the 
different denominational sections of the Cemetery 
and across the extensive parklands identifying 
monuments, headstones and inscriptions of interest 
and relevance to Glebe. A fascinating and enjoyable 
outing. A pleasant light Greek lunch, appreciated by 
last yearôs group, is included in the fee. 

Cost: $70 (Glebe Society members), $75 (non-Glebe 
Society members); covers bus transport, tour and 
lunch. 

Bookings: https://TGS-rookwood-bus-trip-
2025.eventbrite.com.au 
 

 

From degradation to revitalisation: discovering 
Ultimo  

Date: Sunday 13 July 
Time: 2 pm to 4 pm or 4.30 pm 
Meeting place: to be advised 
Leader: Patricia Hale 

A repeat of a walk exploring the industrial past of 
Ultimo: source of power, quarried stone and 
electrified transport; the last remaining or re-
purposed huge wool stores; and the areaôs 
revitalisation as a hub for inner city residential and 
office accommodation as well as education and 
culture. Thereôs so much rich and hidden history in 
our neighbouring precinct. 

We will finish at the Lord Wolseley Hotel for a drink. 

Booking information in the next Bulletin. 
 

 

https://glebesociety.org.au/socialhistory/the-glebe-estate/
https://tgs-rookwood-bus-trip-2025.eventbrite.com.au/
https://tgs-rookwood-bus-trip-2025.eventbrite.com.au/
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Guided Walk: Annandaleôs grand houses, grand 
streets and grand pianos  

Leaders: Jenny Broe and Katharine Vernon 

Meeting place: Annandale Public School located in 
Johnston Street close to Parramatta Road.  

Explore Annandaleôs distinctive character shaped 
by its history as a colonial farming estate and its 
planned transformation into a ógentlemenôs suburbô 
designed for the middle class. Learn about the 
enterprising Col. Johnston and his Annandale 
farming estate; the story of master builder and 
property speculator John Young and his ówitches 
housesô; and the amazing Octavius Beale and his 
piano manufacturing enterprise, the largest in the 
British Empire. 

Booking information in the next Bulletin. 

Celebrating Glebeôs people and events that 
have been honoured with a Blue Plaque  

Leaders: Lyn Collingwood 
and Ted McKeown 

Join this walk to visit local 
sites connected with people 
and events in our history. 
Hear the fascinating stories 
of local people, from 
sporting heroes, fearless 
activists to trailblazing men 
and women from our community who have been 
recognised as contributing to NSWôs unique 
heritage. 

Booking information in the next Bulletin. 

 

Over 150 people attended this yearôs Anzac Day 
Service, held as usual at the War Memorial Shrine in 
Foley Park, Glebe. 

The service was led by Father James Baxter, parish 
priest at St James Forest Lodge and St Bede Pyrmont 
and Rob McLean piped The Lament. Wreaths were 
laid by young players from the Glebe Hockey Club 
and by Duncan Leys, Glebe Society president. Max 
Solling gave the address which is reproduced below. 

 

 
 

Photos by Phil Young 

This morning I would like to share thoughts on 
Australiaôs involvement in WWII and how this war 
reshaped the lives of Australians and Glebe residents. 

Australia and WWII 

Australiaôs strategic dependence on Britain drew it 
into WWII ï as it had in WWI. Britainôs capacity to 
defend its empire, however, had been diminished by 
the inter-war political and financial instability that had 
taken root in Europe. 

Australia had run down its defence capacity between 
the wars, believing it could rely on the (British) Royal 
Navy and its major naval base in Singapore to protect 
its interests in the region ï the óSingapore strategyô.  

The unanticipated attack on the US Pacific Fleet at 
Pearl Harbour on 7 December 1941 destined the 
Strategy for failure. The Royal Navyôs largest and 
most important warships, the Prince of Wales and 
Repulse, were sunk by Japanese aircraft on 10 
December 1941, a few days after Pearl Harbour. 
Without these capital ships and with the Air Force 
largely tied up in Europe, the defence of Singapore 
crumbled, and British-led forces there, under General 
Percival, surrendered on 15 February 1942. When 
Singapore fell, 16,000 Australian infantry joined 
69,000 British, Indian and Singaporean soldiers as 
prisoners of war. 

Britainôs failure to defend Singapore, a humiliating 
defeat, was regarded by Australiaôs Prime Minister 
John Curtin as an óinexcusable betrayalô. He insisted 
that Australian troops return to defend Australia. His 
concerns were well-founded: on 19 February 1942, 
Japanese aeroplanes bombed Darwin inflicting 243 
deaths and sinking eight ships in the harbour, and 
with the landing of the Japanese in New Guinea in 
early 1942, the war was on Australiaôs doorstep. In 
desperate fighting in the jungles and malarial 
swamplands of New Guinea, Australian forces re-took 
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Kokoda in November 1942, costing 10,000 Japanese, 
625 Australian and about 150 Papuan lives. The 
Damien Parer photograph of the wounded soldier 
supported by a mate on his return from Kokoda is 
very poignant. 

 

A still from the documentary, 'Assault on Salamaua' 
produced in 1943, most of the film was shot by 
Damien Parer (Source: Mitchell Library, SLNSW 

Australiansô war  experience  
Over 800,000 Australian men and women served in 
uniform during WWII in a population of little over 
seven million, of whom 560,000 served overseas. 
From Glebe, 2,347 men and 79 women enlisted; most 
joined the AIF (81.5%). 

Australian service men and women experienced a war 
outside the realm of expectation, particularly those 
who were captured. Prisoners of war on the Burma-
Thai railway were treated appallingly, while women 
army nurses suffered equal brutality. A ship 
evacuating army nurses from Singapore was sunk in 
1942. Of the 53 who made it to land, 21 were 
executed and eight more died in captivity. War in the 
skies was lethal; 10,000 Australian aircrew lost their 
lives in WWII, most in Europe. 

The return of the soldiers, sailors, airmen, nurses and 
members of the womenôs services at the end of the 
Second World War was not nearly as protracted as it 
was from the First. Most service men and women who 
were engaged in the European, Mediterranean and 
North African theatres of war returned to Australia in 
1943 to strengthen the fight against Japan. Nearly 
200,000 in the services had returned to civilian life by 
early 1944, although 3,000 airmen continued to fight 
in Europe. Japan signed the Surrender on 2 
September 1945, ending the war. 

The costs  of  war 
Despite the high participation rate, Australian WWII 
casualties were considerably lower than in those of 
WWI; just under 39,000 Australians were killed. The 
number of soldiers taken into captivity, however, was 
eight times higher than in WWI; 8,200 were held as 
prisoners-of-war in Germany and of 22,000 captured 
by the Japanese only 13,872 lived to return to 
Australia. It appears that about eighty Glebe-Forest 
Lodge men and women never returned.  

How the Australian community remembered their 
WWII dead differed from their response during and 
after WWI. A Gallup poll in 1944 posed the question, 
what kind of memorial the people favoured. 90% 
voted for useful memorials ï halls, parks, hospitals. 
And when asked whether there be any new 
memorials, 58% opted instead to add the names to 
the old memorials. 

Australia (and Glebe) during and after WWII 

Australia had been hit hard by the world-wide 
Depression of the 1930s, but during the Second 
World War, Australiaôs economy and society was 
mobilised to an unprecedented degree.  

Over a third of the male workforce was unemployed in 
1932; not only were wages reduced, the Depression 
exacerbated great inequalities in incomes and wealth. 
Tariffs and arbitration and a parsimonious social 
security system between 1890 and the 1940s could 
not insulate Australiaôs commodity-based economy 
from the powerful shocks that an unstable 
international economic order meted out. 

House construction had come to a standstill during 
the Depression, and in the period leading up to WWII, 
there was a shortfall of 350,000 houses. Most 
households in Sydney, and half those in Melbourne 
were made up of tenants, the most vulnerable renting 
terrace houses in the inner suburbs that had fallen 
into disrepair and lacked the most basic facilities. 
Tenancy of private houses was the predominant 
condition. 70-80% of Glebe households were renters 
raising large families on single incomes. The birth rate 
was low, and population growth stalled.  

Between the wars, people steadily shifted from rural 
regions to inner suburban Sydney in search of 
employment in the cityôs expanding urban industry 
and commerce. By 1945, Glebe (including Forest 
Lodge) was a heavily industrialised place, with 164 
factories. 

Post -war  reconstruction  
The ordeal of World War II created new expectations 
and was a catalyst for structural change. The new 
social compact brought substantial reconstruction 
policies that put Australia on the road to a more 
prosperous post-war society. John Curtin told 
parliament in 1942 that ñThere will have to be a fairer 
distribution of wealthò. That year, the Commonwealth 
Post-War Reconstruction Department was formed; it 
was presented with a unique opportunity to 
demonstrate the importance of policy, planning, 
politics and popular resolve. 

The architects of reconstruction prepared ambitious 
plans for health, transport, rural reconstruction, 
industrial development, migration and public works. 
Planning also in this enlightened time emphasised the 
importance of local communities in nation building and 
expanding support for families through local facilities 
such as libraries, health centres and recreational 
centres. 
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Australia became a more socially mobile society in the 
three decades from the 1950s. The material living 
conditions of ordinary Australians improved. Families 
could acquire a home of their own, a Holden car, a 
refrigerator, and a washing machine. A universal 40-
hour working week came in 1947, and four weeksô 
annual leave in 1974. The homogeneous culture of 
the Anglo-Celtic era began to fade as ethnic diversity 
broadened, and Australia became less isolated, 
physically and intellectually. 

Yet inequality remains. While post-war reconstruction 
in Australia improved the lot of many, not all have 
benefitted. Andrew Leighôs updated study of inequality 
in Australia reveals todayôs inequality is double that of 
1980. The number of Australian billionaires is 
revealing, having grown from two in 1987 to 150 in 
2024. Internationally, huge disparities remain in 
access to basic services and in life expectancy, 
issues that continue to preoccupy the United Nations. 

By Virginia Simpson-Young

I became interested in this development after seeing a 
flyer, sticky-taped to a Forest Lodge power pole, 
about a Change.org petition addressing a range of 
concerns for residents living near the proposed 
development site. The petition is called Join Forest 
Lodge community opposing overdevelopment of the 
Junction Street FDC site. The organisers write that 
they ódonôt want to stop good development that 
positively contributes to our community and provides 
public benefitô and that they óaccept the need for 
housing, but redevelopment must be done in a way 
that enhances and benefits local community and 
place. 

 

2-32 Junction Street, Forest Lodge, the site of the 
proposed stage significant development application.1 

An area of concern expressed by the petitioners is the 
apparent lack of fit between the scale of the 
development and the surrounding area ï a heritage 
conservation area with predominantly one- and two-
storey terraces. They make suggestions for changes 
to the proposed development to improve the fit. They 
also call for a greater emphasis on design excellence 
and quality. I suggest you check out the petition, 
which addresses these issues much better than I can.  

 

 

1 Request for industry-specific SEARs: proposed seniors living development property at 2-32 Junction Street Forest 
Lodge,. Willowtree Planning, 3 September 2024. 
2 City of Sydney, Planning Proposal Sydney Local Environmental Plan 2012: 2-32 Junction Street, Forest Lodge, 
September 2016 

In this article, I will look at some of the contexts for 
this development, which has been around in one form 
or another for well over a decade. I will then raise 
some specific concerns and for some of those, 
consider some possible solutions.  

A disclaimer: the Glebe Society management 
committee has not formulated a position on this 
development. So, the views here are my own and 
donôt represent a position taken by the Glebe Society. 

Application number SSD-75493483 by Corio Projects 
Pty Ltd to develop the Junction Street site as a state 
significant development (SSD) has been made to 
Planning NSW under the State Environmental 
Planning Policy (Planning Systems) 2021 (the SEPP). 
The development has been submitted under the 
óseniors housingô category, which is defined in Section 
28 of Schedule 1 to the SEPP. To qualify as seniors 
housing, the development must include a residential 
care facility (RCF). The RCF in the Junction Street 
development proposal would accommodate ten 
people. The remainder of the development will be 
independent living units (ILU), 71 in total.  

If this development sounds familiar, it may be 
because it was proposed to the City of Sydney in 
2016, bundled with proposed changes to the Sydney 
Local Environmental Plan (LEP) negotiated with 
Council.2 These negotiations had begun several years 
before, when the LEP was being drafted. City of 
Sydney was pleased with the site-specific 
amendments made to the LEP to accommodate the 
development at 2-32 Junction Street, but, as we can 
see, the development didnôt proceed. In September 
2017, the Glebe Societyôs then Planning Convenor, 
Neil Macindoe, wrote a succinct yet highly informative 
Bulletin article on the siteôs planning history. 

The proposed SSD is called Forest Lodge Integrated 
Seniors Living. It is described as a óseniors living 

https://www.change.org/p/join-forest-lodge-community-opposing-overdevelopment-of-the-junction-street-fdc-site
https://www.change.org/p/join-forest-lodge-community-opposing-overdevelopment-of-the-junction-street-fdc-site
https://www.change.org/p/join-forest-lodge-community-opposing-overdevelopment-of-the-junction-street-fdc-site
https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=SSD-75493483%2120240905T063944.731%20GMT
https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=SSD-75493483%2120240905T063944.731%20GMT
https://meetings.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/Data/Planning%20and%20Development%20Committee/201610111403/Agenda/161010_PDC_ITEM05_ATTACHMENTA1.pdf
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/forest-lodge-integrated-seniors-living
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/2025-04-11/epi-2021-0724?query=((Repealed%3DN+AND+PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20250422000000))+OR+(Repealed%3DN+AND+PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20250422000000))+OR+(Repealed%3DN+AND+(PrintType%3D%22epi.reprint%22+OR+PrintType%3D%22epi.electronic%22)+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20250422000000)))+AND+Title%3D(%22State+Environmental+Planning+Policy%22)+AND+Year%3D2021&dQuery=Document+Types%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EActs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3ERegulations%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EEPIs%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Search+In%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3ETitle%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Exact+Phrase%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3E+State+Environmental+Planning+Policy%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Year%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3E2021%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Point+In+Time%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3E22%2F04%2F2025%3C%2Fspan%3E%22#statusinformation
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/2025-04-11/epi-2021-0724?query=((Repealed%3DN+AND+PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20250422000000))+OR+(Repealed%3DN+AND+PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20250422000000))+OR+(Repealed%3DN+AND+(PrintType%3D%22epi.reprint%22+OR+PrintType%3D%22epi.electronic%22)+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20250422000000)))+AND+Title%3D(%22State+Environmental+Planning+Policy%22)+AND+Year%3D2021&dQuery=Document+Types%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EActs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3ERegulations%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EEPIs%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Search+In%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3ETitle%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Exact+Phrase%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3E+State+Environmental+Planning+Policy%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Year%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3E2021%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Point+In+Time%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3E22%2F04%2F2025%3C%2Fspan%3E%22#statusinformation
about:blank
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/forest-lodge-integrated-seniors-living
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/forest-lodge-integrated-seniors-living
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development with a residential aged care facility 
including 10 beds as well as 71 independent living 
units. The proposal also includes a publicly accessible 
open space expanding on the existing Larkin Street 
Reserveô. 

Presumably to keep red tape to a minimum, Planning 
NSW does not require much documentation at this 
early stage, so details of the development are scant. 
In one of the three short documents provided on the 
applicationsô site, Wattletree Planning, writes that óthe 
current preliminary proposal plan, prepared by WMK 
Architecture is included within Appendix 1ô of their 
SEARs request.3 It is not, however, included in the 
online version; ditto for the Preliminary Construction 
Cost Estimate, although they provide an estimate of 
$80,290,876 million (ex GST). 

These missing documents might have helped 
visualise the development. In their absence, we have 
the fairly schematic drawings from a flyer dropped in 
letterboxes:  

 

 

3 Request for industry-specific SEARs: proposed seniors living development property at 2-32 Junction Street Forest 
Lodge,. Willowtree Planning, 3 September 2024. 
4 According to the 2017 heritage assessment of the site, the building was erected c.1901 (Weir Phillips Heritage, 
2017, 16 June. Heritage Assessment: 2-32 Junction Street Forest Lodge) 
5 https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-03/state-significant-development-guidelines.pdf 

We can glean a little more information from the Pre-
Development Application, submitted in September last 
year, which gives a succinct description of the 
Development:  

Construction of a single building, integrated with and 
expanding the existing mid-century building4 located 
in the centre of the site on Junction Street. The 
proposed 5-storey building will include 71 ILUs, a 
residential care facility and parking. The site layout 
includes two through-site links and an open space 
area to the rear of the building, effectively expanding 
the existing Larkin Reserve. 

The site is located in the Hereford-Forest Lodge 
Heritage Conservation Area (HCA) as defined by the 
Sydney LEP 2012. The existing Federation-era 
building, built c.1901 as mentioned above, was initially 
classified as ódetractingô from the heritage values of 
the HCA but was reclassified as ócontributoryô after the 
heritage assessment made that recommendation. 

The first step in the application process for this 
development type is to prepare the environmental 
impact statement (EIS). Planning NSW requires 
developers to request a copy of the (Planning) 
Secretary's Environmental Assessment Requirements 
(SEARs), which will help the developers know what 
they need to cover in the EIS for their State Significant 
Development (SSD)5. In response to Willowtreeôs 

 

 

 

The Federation former straw hat factory, now an office 
building (Photo: V. Simpson-Young) 

https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=SSD-75493483%2120240905T063944.731%20GMT
https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=SSD-75493483%2120240905T063944.731%20GMT
https://meetings.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/Data/Central%20Sydney%20Planning%20Committee/20171130/Agenda/171130_CSPC_ITEM13_ATTACHMENTA2.pdf
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-03/state-significant-development-guidelines.pdf
https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=PDA-74906961%2120240905T012308.150%20GMT
https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=PDA-74906961%2120240905T012308.150%20GMT
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SEARs request6, the SEARs tailored for Section 18 
Seniors Housing was provided. 

The second part of Schedule 1, Section 28 of the 
SEPP states that the section ódoes not apply to 
development on land within the area of the City of 
Sydney.ô As the Junction Street site is in the City of 
Sydney area, it is unclear to me why the development 
application is being lodged under this section. It may 
be an issue of timing; an update to the residents' 
petition was made on 20 January 2025: óThe good 
news is that under changes to planning laws, the City 
of Sydney Council will be consent authority for any 
seniors proposal.ô Assuming the project goes forward 
as a SSD, I imagine the State government will have 
the final say. 

An initial attraction of this development is that it 
purports to provide housing for older people. 
Independent living units (ILU) are attractive to older 
people who may need no or only low level aged care 
services but no longer want to look after a garden or 
make expensive repairs to their homes. To my 
knowledge, thereôs only one such residence in Glebe-
Forest Lodge. Some older people find themselves 
needing a lot of support, and a residential aged care 
facility (aka nursing home) may be their only option. 
Unfortunately, currently they need to leave Glebe-
Forest Lodge because we have no aged care facilities 
here. So, while this development appears to at least 
partially address this problem, it may not. 

Looking first at the RCF component: as mentioned, a 
condition of approval for a Section 28 development is 
having a RCF. In this case, a ten-bed facility is 
proposed. I donôt know how they arrived at this 
number of beds, but thereôs good reason to believe 
that this is too few for the facility to be viable, and this 
is demonstrated in annual surveys of aged care 
service providers.7 Consequently, it is very unlikely 
that such a development will be able to meet the 
needs of people requiring high-level care. 

The developer, Corio Projects, has another SSD 
Seniors Housing application thas progressed further 
than Junction Street in the assessment process: 
Rosebery Seniors Living Development. According to 
an industry magazine, Corio has also developed 
óBroadlandsô, resort-style communities for the over-
50s, located at the Central Coast, Tamworth, 
Muswellbrookand and Harringtonô.8 

 

 

6 Request for industry-specific SEARs: proposed seniors living development property at 2-32 Junction Street Forest 
Lodge,. Willowtree Planning, 3 September 2024. 
7 The Aged & Community Care Providers Association (2024). State of the Sector: Aged Care 2024.; and Sutton, Ma, 
Yang, Woods, & Lin (2024). Australiaôs Aged Care Sector: Full-Year Report 2023ï24. UTS Ageing Research 
Collaborative. 
8 Renee McKeown. óCorio Group Plans Seniors Living in Sydneyôs Inner-Southô. The Urban Developer. 5 June 2024. 
9 Submissions summary, Central Sydney Planning Committee, 30 November 2017, Item 13, Attachment F. 

I have a number of concerns about the proposal that 
relate to climate change. The Forest Lodge residentsô 
petition points out that, due to the climate crisis, itôs 
essential that the ódevelopment achieves the highest 
levels of environmental sustainabilityô. At the same 
time, the predations of increasingly destructive 
weather events necessitate new levels of protection 
from floods, heatwaves and so on. Heatwaves are 
particularly dangerous for older people whose bodies 
are less resilient than they once were. Similarly, itôs 
more important than ever to increase the amount of 
plant life, including trees for shade, and to increase 
biodiversity and create habitat for animals in our 
urban areas.  

For reasons of space and time, Iôll narrow in on an 
opportunity afforded by the proposed development to 
enhance urban biodiversity. The opportunity is to 
incorporate the Orphan School Creek biodiversity 
corridor into the development. 

The segment of the Orphan School Creek corridor 
between Bridge Road and where the Orphan School 
Creek flows into Johnstons Creek at Wigram Road 
has been revegetated (compare 1949 and today, 
below), creating a diverse wildlife corridor: 

If the segment of the Orphan School Creek corridor 
between Bridge Road and the University of Sydney 
were revegetated, wildlife could use this corridor to 
reach the green spaces of the University of Sydney. 
This point was made in a submission on the planning 
proposal exhibited in 2016.9 The report quotes from a 
submission that refers to Green Corridors: 

The Orphan School Creek corridor extends from the 
Glebe foreshore walk and Johnstons Creek corridor 
and passes through the site, but is not referenced [in 
the 2016 planning proposal]. This corridor should 
extend further into Forest Lodge to link up to 
Parramatta Road and the University of Sydney. 
Planning controls should be strengthened to ensure 
the creek is enhanced as a nature reserve. 

The comment goes on to suggest a means whereby 
this segment of the Orphan School Creek corridor 
could be planned and completed: óA broader 
masterplan for the future green corridor between 
Bridge Road, Pyrmont Bridge Road and Sparkes / 
Arundel Streets could include dedications at 300 
Bridge Road, 12 Larkin Street and the rear of 34 
Junction Streetô. 

https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=SSD-75493483%2120240906T063528.055%20GMT
https://www.change.org/p/join-forest-lodge-community-opposing-overdevelopment-of-the-junction-street-fdc-site/u/33178405
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/rosebery-seniors-living-development
https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=SSD-75493483%2120240905T063944.731%20GMT
https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=SSD-75493483%2120240905T063944.731%20GMT
https://ageingaustralia.asn.au/extlink/report/ACCPA-State-of-the-Sector-Aged-Care-2024-Report.pdf
https://opus.lib.uts.edu.au/bitstream/10453/182408/2/UARC_Australias%20Aged%20Care%20Sector%20Full%20Year%20Report%202023-24.pdf
https://www.theurbandeveloper.com/articles/corio-group-senior-living-rosebery-sydney-nsw
https://meetings.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/Data/Central%20Sydney%20Planning%20Committee/20171130/Agenda/171130_CSPC_ITEM13_ATTACHMENTF.pdf
https://meetings.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/Data/Central%20Sydney%20Planning%20Committee/20171130/Agenda/171130_CSPC_ITEM13_ATTACHMENTF.pdf


15                           Glebe Society Bulletin no. 3 of 2025 (May 2025) 

 

 

Change since 1949  

Council responded: The Orphan School Creek 
biodiversity corridor will be strengthened through the 
proposed controls and the requirements for open 
space, setbacks and plantings along the corridor. The 
[2016] planning proposal does not rule out a link 
continuing from Bridge Road through to Larkin 
Reserve in the future, however opportunities to further 
extend the corridor are limited to those sites which 
may be developed. This could include sites to the 
north and south of the subject site at 12-14 Larkin 
Street and 300 Bridge Road. 

More recently, the City of Sydney has reiterated its 
commitment to biodiversity corridors in its draft 

Environmental strategy 2025ï2030.10 To the extent to 

which City of Sydney will be involved in the 
development, this is good news. 

The NSW government, through the Government 
Architect, also encourages development that supports 
green corridors: 

 

 

10 https://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/policy-planning-changes/your-say-new-environmental-strategy-2025-2030 
11 Government Architect New South Wales (2024). Biodiversity in place: A framework to improve urban biodiversity in 
NSW. NSW Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure. 

We must meet the growing demand for housing. But 
we must also continue ógreeningô our cities, bringing 
the benefits of this and an enhanced biodiversity to 
our communities. ... Government Architect NSW 
advocates for nature-positive approaches to the urban 
environment by introducing ecology-rich planting to 
verges, backyards, balconies, public spaces, rooftops 
and critical infrastructure such as roads, railways and 
creek corridors. ... It is  imperative  that  we support  
local  habitat  corridors ô (emphasis added by me).11 

At this point, insufficient information about the 
proposed development makes it difficult to consider 
how the development could rehabilitate and enhance 
the Orphan School Creek corridor. From the 
information available, the southwest corner of the 
building on the west side of the site forms a pinch 
point with the landscaping in Larkin Street Park 
(marked with yellow triangle in image below). This 
could create problems with designing an effective and 
attractive green corridor. 

 

When I visited the Larkin Street Park and walked the 
path of Orphan School Creek (as indicated by grates, 
person-holes and so on), I got the impression that the 
SW corner of the building would be built over the long-
undergrounded Orphan School Creek. If, in the future, 
it became possible to naturalise the creek, the 
building would make that difficult. If there were a 
willingness or obligation to enable a green corridor, 
redesigning the building from the outset may be 
desirable. 

I hope to write about other issues this development 
raises in future Bulletins, including heritage, 
sustainable design and construction.

https://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/policy-planning-changes/your-say-new-environmental-strategy-2025-2030
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-05/biodiversity-in-place.pdf:
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-05/biodiversity-in-place.pdf:
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By Lyn Collingwood 

In 1917 a strike involving more than 76,000 workers 
crippled transport and other industries. The dispute 
began with the introduction of a card system to record 
work times and output in the Randwick tramway 
workshops, a move interpreted by the Amalgamated 
Society of Engineers as time-and-motion óspeed upô. 
Other unionists joined the rail and tramway strikers. 
Jim Haslam of 4 Junction Street, Forest Lodge, 
proclaimed his support in verse. He was a quarryman. 
Those working with stone were traditionally strong 
unionists; a Stonemasonsô Society had been founded 
in NSW as early as 1853.  

Jim and his younger brother Samuel were the sons of 
James Haslam and Maria, born Downey, who married 
at Bathurst in 1858. A native of Tipperary, Maria had 
arrived in Sydney four years earlier as a 16-year-old 
aboard the immigrant ship Caroline. James senior 
was reputedly descended from Samuel Haslam who 
had been transported to the colony in 1798 for sheep 
stealing. On completing his sentence, he was granted 
land and a licence to sell beer in the Parramatta 
district where a local tributary took his name. 
Haslamôs Creek railway station was opened in 1858 
and Haslam's Creek Cemetery in 1867. Pressure from 
local residents led to the graveyard's renaming as 
Rookwood, while the station became Lidcombe. 
Today's Haslem [sic] Drive is a reminder of Rookwood 
Cemetery's origins. 

The Haslam brothers remained close. In 1894 
Samuel, then living in Campbell Street Glebe, was 
labouring on the Marrickville sewer when he suffered 
a fractured skull after being struck by falling timber. 
He was treated at RPA Hospital and sent home. The 
same year, he married Elizabeth Hegarty at Glebe. In 
1896 his brother married Emily Richardson. The 
couples shared a house in Nelson Street Annandale 
before settling in Forest Lodge or Glebe where they 
lived for the rest of their lives, moving from one rented 
property to another. 

Born to James and Emily were William Henry (1897ï
1975), Emily (born and died in 1901), Walter John 
(1903ï1964) and Cordelia Agnes (1905ï1976). In 
1916 William enlisted in the infantry as a driver, was 
gassed in France, married seamstress Alice Agnes 
Wright in London, and after returning to Australia 
settled at Granville as a dairyman. Walter became a 
canister maker. Cordelia, a stenographer, married 
merchant navy officer William Edward Hardman who 
sued for divorce on the grounds of desertion when his 
wife of six years refused to continue living with him in 
Western Australia. Cordelia returned to Sydney and 
did not remarry.  

Maria Haslam lived with her elder son and his family 
at 8 Cross Street, 232 St Johns Road and 4 Junction 

Street, the address at the time of her death in 1915. 
James and his family were afterwards at 217 St Johns 
Road and 5 Upper Road where James, a pensioner, 
died on 30 June 1936. He was buried in the Catholic 
section of Rookwood Cemetery.  

Born to Samuel and Elizabeth were Samuel (1895ï
1896), William (born and died in 1897), Mary Kate 
(1897ï1946) and John Joseph (1901ï1974). Mary, 
who married Jack Bourke in 1922, died at Newtown.  

Samuel Haslam lived with his family at various 
addresses in Hereford Street between 1908 and 
1922: numbers 80, 36, 118 and 160. Aged 59, he died 
at the last address on 10 September 1922. His widow, 
then living at 132 Hereford Street, died at age 67 on 
16 August 1932. After a service at St James Catholic 
Church, Forest Lodge, the funeral proceeded to the 
Catholic cemetery at Rookwood, the final resting 
place of her husband, mother-in-law and brother-in-
law. 

Sources:  Australian Encyclopaedia; NSW cemetery 
records; NSW electoral rolls; NSW Registry of Births, 
Deaths and Marriages; Trove.nla.gov.au website. 

 

Poem, óRandom linesô, by James Haslam, written in 
1917 (Source: National Library of Australia) 
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By Mary Regan 

Our shots this week included people, events, and our local urban landscape. 

 

 

 

 

óDollsô by Judy Vergison óEarly morning, SFMô by Phil 
Vergison 

óIt was a dark & stormy nightô, by 
VSY 

 

 

 

óSome of Us Like to Watchô, by 
Jude Paul 

óUpstreamô, by Helen Randerson óYou've Got Mailô, by Caroline 
Lipovsky 

   

Virginia Simpson-Youngôs image óIt Was a Dark and 
Stormy Nightô was chosen for its strong atmosphere, 
the colour and lighting, and a slightly spooky feeling, 
amongst the laneways, trees and recognisable house 
profiles of Glebe. 

Judith Paulôs shot, captured during the Sydney 
Marathon óSome of Us Like to Watchô was considered 
very atmospheric, with the contrast in lighting. One 
judge commented on the contrast of the runners in 
motion with the static figure, and another felt the 
strong red gave the scene a slight air of menace.  

The judges also admired the beautiful light and image 
of Glebe undergoing change, with echoes of the 

industrial past, in Phil Vergisonôs óEarly Morning 
Sydney Fish Marketô. 

As the competition mostly receives outdoor images, it 
was also great to see a bright face in Dolls.s to photo-
comp@glebesociety.org.au. We have some very 
talented local photographers but are very keen to see 
entries from more people. To make sure your entry 
has a chance to be featured, make sure it is a high-
resolution image, and check out the rules on our 
website: https://glebesociety.org.au/in-focus-photo-
comp-rules/. 

https://glebesociety.org.au/photo-comp-nov24/
mailto:photo-comp@glebesociety.org.au
mailto:photo-comp@glebesociety.org.au
https://glebesociety.org.au/in-focus-photo-comp-rules/
https://glebesociety.org.au/in-focus-photo-comp-rules/

