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TOWN PLANNING
IN GLEBE

Zhout 100 people attended a public meeting in
Glebe Town Hall on Monday 9 June to discuss the

town planning issues affecting Glebe.

The meeting was organisea jointly by the
Society and the Leichhardt Planning Forum, a
group of residents of the municipality
concerned with town planning and environmental
issues. Bernard Smith chaired the meeting
and introduced Allan Sorrenson, who pointed
out that, although there had been no work

on expressways in Glebe since the Fig Street
Fiasco, the State Government was intent on
pushing ahead with the implementation of its
two major expressways through Glebe, the
Western and North-Western. He said that the
Australian Government, the community and
responsible opinion all over the world now
agreed that urban expressways do not solve
urban transport problems. The solution,

he said, lies in proper provision of public
transport: and that it is imperatiwve that
everyone who cares about Sydney should press
this point as often and as hard as possible.
He said letters should be written, opposing
expressways and supporting public transport
to Mr. Fife (Minister for Transport and
Highways), Mr. Lewis (Premier) and to other

state, federal and local politicians.
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David Chesterman, a member of Leichhardt
Planning Forum, then ga;e an illustrated talk
on the environmental and town planning issues
facing Glebe. He pointed out that many of

the area's problems stemmed from the philosophy
that prevailed after the wars - that all the
inner suburbs were slums and that redevelopment
was a good thing. Redevelopment had now

been tried, he said, and most people are not
happy with the results. It does not increase
the population of the inner suburbs, and
increases costs to the Council without
increasing rate revenues. The Council

from 1971-74 had prevented large scale
redevelopment and, with maximum public
participation, had prepared a new plan to
contrel development in the Municipality.

This plan is now with the Planning and

Environment Commission.

Apart from the problems of flat development,
David Chesterman said, Glebe‘sgenvironmentai
problems are the propdsed freeways, the
existing levels of through traffic, future
use of the waterfront, parking problems.

He urged that people should be interested

in planning and should watch local and daily

papers for proposals in their areas.

The meeting gave overwhelming assent to a
motion moved by Jim Coombs in support of the
actions of the ward aldermen, in their attempts
to dissuade the City Council from selling its
flats in Glebe, and if that fails, then to

find a buyer for the flats who will protect

the existing residents of the buildings.

There was a lengthy period of lively discussion

on all the issues raised by the speakers.



A summary of the matters discussed follow-
ing the address is as follows:

1.

Sydney City Council owns the high-rise
flats on the corner of St. Jochns Road
and Wentworth Park Reoad. The Council
wisheg to sell them (pruning its costs).
The following motion wasg carried:

"That this meeting supports the
action of the Glebe Aldermen in
opposing the City Council plan to
sell the Council's flats in Glebe
(and elsewhere), and supports their
attempts to have the flats purchased
by the Leichhardt (and other) Councils,
the Housing Commission or the
Australian Government, so as to
protect the tenants from removal
from the area."

The 1974 Leichhardt draft plan is
lodged with the State Planning and
Environment Commisgion, which has in~
vited Leichhardt Council to submit
the changes it has indicated will be
sought.

Glebe Point east - Parkes Development
is demolishing fine old buildings on
its site. Parkes may take it that
nobody cares, so we should all write
to our Council Aldermen and The State
Planning and Environment Commission to
object.

The George Hudson site on Blackwattle
Bay is a prime site for a secondary
school. The State departments concerned
(the Education Department and the Mari-
time Services Board) are apparently
discussing this from time to time.
Encourage the Education Department with
your letters.

Expressways (sometimes called "freeways").
The Glebe Society is against the use of
these greedy roads on a radial pattern

in our city, although they obviously

have a place in inter-city communication.
Our opposition takes the form of a

daily, boring, time-consuming vigil,
patrolling Fig Street, writing letters

as individuals and also collectively as

a Society to hammer in the point. It

was suggested we put pressure on
Leichhardt Council to act decisively
against expressways (an election promise).

Leichhardt Planning Forum will be in-
volved in these and other issues in our
municipality. The Forum helped arrange
the meeting on Monday, June 9th.

Contact: Betty Mason 660.3468
Maureen Townsing, 232
Johnston Street,
Annandale
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Inner Urban Radial Expressway Construction

Alan Sorrensen briefly discussed this
fearful issue in relation to Glebe Plan-
ning -

"The Premier, Mr. Tom Lewis said in
January and June this year the state
government is committed to miles of
expressways. State cabinet is somewhat
divided on expregsways - Sir John Fuller
generally agrees more stringent car
emission levels will be needed, and re-
striction of traffic in central city areas
will occur.

Three official reports appeared in
1974 -~ the Sydney Area Transportation Study,
the Atkins Meinhart Modernisation Workshop
and the Shirley Report. They complemented
each other in their pro-inner-urban express-
ways and anti-public transport attitudes.

Motoring organizations are glossing
over the effects of expressways, having
ignored the report -entitled "The Assessment
of Freeway Plans of State Capital Cities"
(1974). The report called for individual
examination of the proposed North-Western,
Western and other expressways and recom-
mended reduced priority of their construction

Inner urban expressways are odious
socially, environmentally and economically.
(THE 180 MILES OF PROPOSED EXPRESSWAYS INN
THE SYDNEY REGION ARE 'CURRENTLY ESTIMATED
TO COST $6,000,000,000!!! THE HERALD
REPORTS ON AIR POLLUTION EXCLUDE LEAD AND
MONOXIDE READINGS).

Now in Fig Street Ultimo, expressway
construction goes on at the city end. The

A.W.U. appears likely to demolish wvacant
houses in the path. We demonstrated at
Fig Street, and had a direct influence on
government decisions in October 1974.
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WE CAN as individuals write to Mr.

Tom Lewis and to Mr. Wal Fife (State
Minister for Transport and Highways),
stating our opposition to inner-urban
expressways and the present decline in
public transport. Write to Sir John
Ffuller (Minister for Planning and Environ-
ment) praising his stend on the need for
emission control.

AFFECTED are we all by the proposed

expressways in Glebe, whether we are next

to or a street away from them.

RESULTS will occur from a solid

anti-inner-urban expressway movement.
As a resident of Rozelle said: "If one
person went across the road he'd get
killed; if fifty or a hundred crossed
they'd stop the traffic."

You must write to the abovementioned
state leaders to make your feelings k:own
about inner-urban-radial expressways.

FOR YOUR DIARY

Saturday, 5th July, Coffee morning at Ross
and Suzanne Tzannes, 14 Avenue Road,

10.30 2a.m. - 12.30 p.m. Refreshments
20¢.
Wednesday, 9th July, 8.00 p.m. The

Environment Sub-committee meets at

Tony and Hilary Larkum's, 17 Alexandra
Road (660.7030).

Sunday, 13th July, 2.30 p.m. A rose pruning
demonstration at St. John's Village by
Mr. P. G. Conley, followed by his talk
(postponed from 8th June) at the
Ahlstons, 58 Toxteth Road.

Tuesday, 15th July, 2.30 p.m. A meeting
to discuss and arrange the Glebe Society's
stall at the "Market Day". PLEASE FORWARD
YOUR ARTS AND CRAFTS for the stall! The
meeting is at Kate Smith's,
Road (660.1824).

23 Avenue

Saturday, 26th July. "Market Day", 9.30 a.m.
Glebe Public School, Derby Place, in aid
of the Glebe Community Care Centre. The

Glebe Society's stall is arts and crafts
(see above).

Saturday, 2nd August. Coffee morning at
20/411 Glebe Point Road, with Dorothy
Perkins. 10.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. (and
refreshments 20¢).

Friday, 8th August, 8.00 p.m. A film show
of gardening and nature films by courtesy
of the Bank of New South Wales, at Jean
and Theo Ahlston's, 58 Toxteth Road.
Please phone the Ahlstons beforehand
(660.1083) if you would like to come.
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\WEdnESday, 20th August, Glebe Town Hall,
8.00 p.m. The Glebe Society's Annual
General Meeting.
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What we really

need at the moment is about half-a-dozen
members who will volunteer to help with
distribution of the bulletin. It is an
extremely difficult task - requiring nerves
of steel and either sound legs or a wheel-
chair in footpathworthy condition. Each
volunteer will be required to spend approx-
imately half-an-hour, {(ten times a year),
putting up to thirty enveloped bulletins

in letterboxes, (in streets adjacent to

his or her own address wherever possible).

We do need some help in this way - to
relieve others who do quite a lot already;
to replace people who move away; to give a
rest to some of those people who have been
delivering the bulletin for four or five
years or more.

If we do not get some help in this way
then we may soon have to consider mailing
the bulletin to members = and that is an
expense we do not wish to incur if at all
possible.

If you can help, then please contact
me at home (660.0682), or at work (259.0544

Thank you.

Albert Renshaw



















